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What Can You Do with the Open 


Multimedia Document Retrieval Systems - 

MagiComm, Inc. 

Parallax Development Corporation 

Group Decisionware and Electronic Democracy 

Consensus Systems, Inc. 

MagiComm, Inc. 

MajorSoft Inc. 

Novell LAN Access - 

Galacticomm, Inc. 

Language Add-on Options - 

(Spanish, German, French, Italian, Greek, 
Chinese, Japanese, Russian, H\Pscrip, etc.) 

Astrocom Multimedia 
BSI Technologies 
Galacticomm, Inc. 

Infima 

Medcom Information Systems 
Online Store 
Studio 5 Liguria SRL 
Techtrade 

TeleGrafix Communications Inc. 

Online Shopping/Order Entry/Auctions - 

BSI Technologies 
DataSafe Publications 
Durand Communications Network 
Excaliburl Software 
Galacticomm, Inc. 

Infinetwork 

Developer’s Toolkit and C Source Code - 

Galacticomm, Inc. 

Integrated Fax Capabilities - 

Galacticomm, Inc. 

MagiComm, Inc. 

The Business BBS 

Super CD-ROM Management - 

Farwest BBS 

Mountain Rose Multi Media 

“Dial-Out” with Scripts - 

Galacticomm, Inc. 

Logicom, Inc. 



Just about anything you want. That’s 
because The Major BBS is a completely 
open-ended platform for creating your own 
unique online service. 

'i'ou can choose from a huge selection of 
off-the-shelf software — just a small fraction 


of which is represented here — offered by 
over 100 third-party developers. 

Most of these add-ons integrate into your 
BBS as DLLs (Dynamic Link Libraries). No 
shelling to DOS is required. And because 
these DLLs are written in C and Assembly, 


they provide far greater performance and 
flexibility than script languages or dBase 
derivatives. 

You can run all this from a single com¬ 
puter and support up to 256 simultaneous ^ 
users via modems, serial connections, direct 


















































































Architecture of The Major BBS"? 


Mail Networks of All Kinds 
(FIDO, RIME, QWK, MajorNet, etc.) 



Crystal Vision, Inc. 

DigiTel Inc. 

MLP Associates 
ProStar Computer Corporation 
Public Data Network 
Tessier Technologies, Inc. 

- Programmable xBase Capability 

Integrated Solutions, Inc. 

The Business BBS 

- Direct X.25 Connectivity 

Galacticomm, Inc. 

- Internet Mail and Newsgroups 

Galacticomm, Inc. 

- Teleconference Links and Worldwide Chat 

ProStar Computer Corporation 
Public Data Network 
Tessier Technologies, Inc. 

- Outstanding Multi-Player Games 

Compute! 

High Velocity Software, Inc. 

Jabberwocky 
Logicom, Inc. 

MajorSoft Inc. 

M.B. Murdock & Associates 
Tessier Technologies, Inc. 

WilderLand Software 

- Credit Card Verification 

DataSafe Publications 

— Photograph/Image Databases 

Durand Communications Network 
The Business BBS 

r- Advanced Account Management 

East Side Computing 
High Velocity Software, Inc. 

Parallax Development Corporation 
ProStar Computer Corporation 
Sirius Software 
Tessier Technologies, Inc. 


x.25 circuits, and Novell LAN channels. No 
other BBS platform gives you this power. 

Need “doors” capability too? You can 
hook up additional machines and instantly 
use the programs written for multi-node 
BBSes as well. 


To quote Newsbytes, “The Major BBS is 
one of the most powerful and expandable 
boards available, yet it is extremely easy to 
install and run.” 

For more information, see your local 
dealer, or give us a call at 1-800-328-1128 


(outside U.S. and Canada call 305-583-5990). 
And team up with BBS developers that link 
you into everything else. 

(^GALACTICOMM 






























































































Tim Stryker's Computer Art - 32 


Sea Change -1994 


Table of Contents 


Editor's Notes 



Event Horizon's Voyager III Multimedia 
Tour of the Solar System - 33 



Dvorak Online - 
Rituals and the 
Computer - 26 



Bowen on CompuServe 
New Hubble Space Shots 
Available - 40 


Letters to the Editor 


IQ 


Dvorak Online 



Telebits 28 


Rumors & Factoids 28 

Microcom Introduces 28.8 KPBS V.FAST Modems With Interface 29 
Galacticomm Announces Major BBS Version 6.2 29 

QmodemPro for Windows Released 31 

Andy Warhol GET BACK! - Tim Stryker's DIB Art 32 

Event Horizon's Voyager III Multimedia Tour of the Solar System 33 


Bowen on CompuServe 


California's Communication Devastation From the Quake De-fused 
Timely Forums and Great Graphics Available 


Access to Government 


Government Decisions: Who's Buying Them? Who's Selling? 



Tex-Mex Mac BBS 50 

Internet Gateway for Telefinder 50 


Boardwatch Magazine (Issn: 1054-2760) is published monthly at an annual subscription rate of $36. ($99 Overseas) by 
Boardwatch Magazine, 8500 W. Bowles Ave., Suite 210, Littleton, CO. 80123. Second Class postage paid at Littleton, CO 
and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER. Send address changes to: Boardwatch Magazine, 8500 West Bowles 
Ave. Suite 210, Littleton, CO 80123 Printed in USA. 





































54 


57 

57 

58 

59 

59 

60 


Education Link 


Wheels for the Mind 


Internet News 


Internet Index: Facts and Figures for '93 
Gore Endorses EFF's Open Platform Approach 
EFF Board's Kapor and Dyson Appointed to Nil Advisory Council 
EFF Helps to Eliminate Outrageous Sentences for Computer Crimes 

Book Reviews 
Chameleon - TCP/IP for DOS 


Takin' it on the Road 


68 


Surviving the Trauma of Traveling With Your Laptop 


Legally Online 


Freedom of Speech Under Fire 


Direct Dial 


88 

90 

92 


DSCA/oiceNet 
The Nashville Exchange 
The Real Estate Shop BBS & The Delight the Customer BBS 


List Directory 


24 

67 

80 

94 

96 

100 

114 



Modem Watch 
UUCP Host List 
Software Vendors List 
Business & Professional BBs 
Real Estate BBSs 
List of List Keepers 
National List 


ISSN: 1054-2760 
Volume VIII, Issue 2 
February 1994 
Copyright 1994 Jack Rickard 
All Rights Reserved 


Editor/Publisher 

Jack Rickard 

Contributing Writers 

John C. Dvorak 
Charles Bowen 
Brian Gallagher 
Bill Gram-Reefer 
Lance Rose 
Jim Thompson 
Jim Warren 

Cover Design/Art 

Tim Stryker 
Charlie Moore 

Graphic Design 

Charlie Moore 
Geoffrey Lipton 

Subscriptions/Circulation 

Rob King 

Technical Operations 

Gary Funk 
Todd Melka 

Newsstand Circulation 

Martin L. Shafkowitz 

Advertising Sales 

Charlie Moore 
Brian Gallagher 

Editorial Offices 

8500 W. Bowles Ave., Suite 210 
Littleton, CO 80123 
(303)973-6038 Editorial 
(303)973-3731 Fax 
(303)973-4222 BBS 
(800)933-6038 Subscriptions 

Electronic Mail 

Internet: 

jack.rickard @ boardwatch.com 
subscriptions@boardwatch.com 

FidoNet: 1:104/555 



































^^993 eSoft Incorprated 



Gives li)u Trae Freedom 


your success 


for more information 


and access to a demon¬ 


stration system, 


eSoft, IncorjH>rat< ( 
15200 E. Gir#d Ave. 
Suite 3000 
Aurora, GO 80014 
303-6^6565 


*Picture shows complete 16 user TBBS/TDBS System, 







Editor’s Notes 


SEA CHANGE-1994 

I t is easy to pick out the key devel¬ 
opments and historical signposts 
that led to techno-social advances 
from the comfortable distance afforded 
by the passage of time. When you are 
actually in the gale, steering the ship, 
bailing water, paddling, and manning 
the sails during the storm, the world is 
a bit more chaotic, and the ultimate 
outcome considerably less clear. That 
said, there are occasionally indications 
of a change in wind and sea important 
to navigation. The opening days of 
1994 bring us omens and signs that 
portend a future for this online com¬ 
munity most encouraging to the sailors 
and helmsmen working the decks and 
halyards these many years at sea. 

One of the most encouraging for me 
personally has been a sea change in the 
way the general media approaches the 
online story. The bulk of cyberspace 
actually resides in the cerebral cortex 
of those who use this medium. Some 
element more is embodied in tonal 
changes and phase shifts carried via 
tiny copper and glass threads and in 
many cases invisible oscillations of the 
ether. And finally, it is physically car¬ 
ried on the invisible magnetic align¬ 
ment of tiny bits of ferrous sand scat¬ 
tered across the top of spinning disks 
sealed from the view even of dust. 
There is little to photograph, little to 
televise, and little to perceive by those 
not involved in the experience. Though 
it is a thoroughly rich medium suffi¬ 
ciently advanced to engage some 14 
million Americans, it’s a little hard to 
explain in a 90-second sound bite. All 
told, it’s a hard beat to cover for the 
general media, and in the past they’ve 
grabbed what story angles they could, 
mostly revolving around online 
pornography, extremist movements, 
and the odd text file describing how to 
make a pipe bomb. In other words, 
they’ve taken formulaic stories and 
applied them to an online connection. 
Virtually no one outside of the comput¬ 
er press has actually done a story real¬ 
ly covering the online community at all 
- John Markhoff of the New York 
Times and Joe Abernathy, late of the 
Houston Chronicle, possibly excepted. 
Recognizing the problem, we at Board- 
watch had rather taken it on as a mis¬ 
sion to aid and abet the efforts of any 
journalist who appeared genuinely 
interested, in any way we could, and 


without regard to the competitive 
nature of publishing or our role in it. 
We currently have nearly 400 journal¬ 
ists across the country that receive 
Boardwatch each month, and probably 
handle 12-15 calls weekly from those 
seeking that extra bit of cyber-trivia. 

The closing days of 1993 saw an ABC 
Prime Time Live story of some 20 min¬ 
utes that actually attempted to capture 
the why and what that draw people 
into the online community. NBC Night- 
side actually ran a week long series cov¬ 
ering online services and what was 
developing there. Both were surpris¬ 
ingly insightful pieces of work. The 
Wall Street Journal, U.S. News and World 
Report, Time, Businessweek, and the New 
York Times, along with scores of less 
august publications have all weighed in 
with pretty substantive pieces in the 
final quarter of 1993. And these early 
attempts to actually cover the ground 
in the general media is moving the 
development of the genre in a very pos¬ 
itive way. This kind of story is very 
different from the formula pieces of 
just a year ago, and millions of Ameri¬ 
cans, who have been peripherally but 
vaguely aware of the online activity, 
are gaining some insight into “what all 
those people do” online. 

There are other signs of the times. Vice 
President Gore was a featured guest on 
a CompuServe chat forum last week 
and also delivered a couple of address¬ 
es covering the National Information 
Infrastructure proposal. It’s probably 
requisite that we note that this is no 
new found religion here politically per¬ 
taining to his Vice Presidency. We have 
followed this man steadfastly insisting 
on this data highway for as long as 
Boardwatch has been in publication - 
some seven years at this point - and 
found little A1 Gore footprints in the 
online sand preceding even that. His 
vision of a National Data Highway is 
very real, very sincere, and spans a 
decade of demonstrated dedication. 
The vice-bully pulpit is very real, and 
we can see sighs of this leadership hav¬ 
ing an effect most broadly. 

The big money is also taking note of 
the burgeoning interest in this field. 
What was once an oddity they weren’t 
sure had any potential life has become 
the ship to get aboard. CompuServe is 
reporting the addition of some 60,000 
new members each MONTH. America 
Online claims they added some 150,000 


accounts during the last 90 days of 
1993 bringing them to a half-million 
strong. On the day of the Los Angeles 
earthquake. Prodigy reported some 
813,000 logons with over 11,000 mes¬ 
sages in a special bulletin board they 
had set up to allow Southern California 
residents to communicate with the rest 
of the country. Since the first official 
act of the telcos was to close long dis¬ 
tance access to the area, this was near¬ 
ly the only way to quickly get a mes¬ 
sage out to family or friends in other 
parts of the country. 

And in the realm of bigger money yet, 
the telcos are basically forfeiting the 
field. Acknowledging the coming com¬ 
petition in the local loop, GTE has 
announced they are cutting 17,000 jobs. 
Pacific Telesis 10,000 jobs, and virtual¬ 
ly all remaining local RBOC pondering 
the future of communications. MCI, 
meanwhile, who has had a toe in the 
Internet waters for several years, has 
announced they are just going to go 
build their own $20 billion Internet, 
and that they are going to provide local 
telephone services as well. . Southern 
New England Telephone has likewise 
announced a $4.5 billion investment in 
data superhighway covering Connecti¬ 
cut, and they plan to have nearly half 
of all Connecticut households hooked 
up within three years. Cable compa¬ 
nies point out that they too can hook 
you up to the net. And you can’t pick 
up a piece of paper anywhere without 
finding the words National Data 
SuperHighway on it somewhere it 
would seem. 

Substantial new services are appearing 
en masse. Apple Computer introduces 
their eWorld service in April. Microsoft 
continues to insist their InfoServe ser¬ 
vice is a secret. We found most inter¬ 
esting a January announcement by Ziff 
Davis of their own new online service. 
The Ziff Desktop Information sub¬ 
sidiary, which has operated Ziffnet on 
both CompuServe and Prodigy for 
some time, is changing their name to 
Ziff Davis Interactive and announcing a 
new commercial service titled Ziff 
Davis Interchange Online. Having pre¬ 
viewed it, we found it to be the most 
innovative new magazine publishing 
platform we’ve yet seen with a Win¬ 
dows interface, photo-realistic images 
and a hypertext “shared data space” 
that has to be seen to be believed. It is 
absolutely a quantum leap in electronic 
publishing and appears just at the time 
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when magazines and newspapers 
across the country are waking up to 
the fact that an electronic component 
is required for success in the future.. 

Additionally, pricing is dropping - 
CompuServe, the last bastion of tyran¬ 
nical pocket gouging, dropped connect 
time charges 40% across the board in 
January - largely in an effort to quash 
the America Online movement. This 
will apply enormous price pressure to 
the second tier services who have made 
enormous gains largely because they 
were a cheaper alternative. 

A couple of questions come immediate¬ 
ly into play from the cynics and non¬ 
believers. First, is it real? Are we head¬ 
ed for compuglut? Can there be that 
many callers? And the follow-up com¬ 
ment is that it will all be taken over by 
the big money boys and no one else can 
play. 

With regards to the first. Yes, it is very 
real. It is real because it is caller dri¬ 
ven, not provider driven. And the move 
to “get online” may actually take on 
some of the mania aspects of CB radio 
in 1994. Again, I will be pasted as the 
raving madman in this, but I will pub¬ 
licly bare my lunacy here - I think we 
wit/ see a SHORTAGE of BBS’s and 
online services by the close of the year. 
You read that right - a shortage. The 
fuse has effectively hit the powder keg. 
America Online appears to already be 
stumbling in providing adequate con¬ 
nections for their caller base. Internet 
host providers are actually going face 
down NOW in a quagmire of dashed 
expectations of their holy UNIX oper¬ 
ating systems as real callers who actu¬ 
ally want to use it literally swamp the 
little UNIX boats as we watch. By the 
end of the year, even CompuServe and 
Prodigy, with really pretty excellent 
X.25 network designs, just won’t be 
able to keep up the pace. It is possible 
that the entire online infrastructure by 
the close of this year will be one mas¬ 
sive, frenzied, frustrated busy signal. 

Regarding the small operation. MCI et 
al are building a national data super¬ 
highway. But this implies a road lead¬ 
ing to somewhere. Roads, and specifi¬ 
cally communication networks are 
inherently commodity businesses with 
incredible volume, but no margin. As 
an entrepreneur, you don’t want any of 
it if they gave it to you. The fruit stands 
and vegetable markets lining this high¬ 
way - the value added “destination” 


type operations face literally, and I 
mean literally literally, UNLIMITED 
opportunities that just benumb the 
mind to contemplate. It is classic 
Americana. A new frontier where the 
little guy with an imagination, guts, 
and a little hard work can make their 
fortune and Horatio Alger proud. 

The other element, sorely lacking and 
lacking for sometime in the future, is 
adequate software tools to deal with it 
all. We are building starships with but¬ 
ter knives and garden hoes. Software 
developers who are NOT turning their 
sights on communications for the 
masses, have simply gone deaf, blind 
and stupid in preparation for their 
upcoming bankruptcy, office furniture 
auction, and demise. 

This explosive growth in both the 
breadth and depth of the online world 
has driven some changes at Board- 
watch as well. We had pictured a 
series of other publications joining the 
fray, each staking out an area of the 



online turf and covering it well. I 
rather had fantasies of gatherings of 
online journalists in hotel lobbies at 
conventions and such with much back- 
slapping arid gin swilling and profes¬ 
sional comraderie complete with inside 
jokes, gossip, and rumors in a clubby 
atmostphere. So far, the entries have 
been disappointing parodies of Board- 
watch - covering the same stories, and 
in one case actually using the same 
cover photo. Gads. 

So we need to either accept that we 
can’t cover it all, pull in our horns, and 
mark off a specialized section of the 


online world and let the rest go to 
whatever coverage they can find where 
they can get it, or we have to take it all 
on - a bit of a frightening prospect 
frankly. It’s a bit like standing on a 
mountain and looking south and west 
over the deserts of Arizona and New 
Mexico (you can actually) with some¬ 
one suggesting “You could pave it you 
know.” Things are literally popping 
everywhere - Internet, commercial ser¬ 
vices, small bulletin boards, telcos and 
cable, government, legal issues, and 
more. But after a lot of agonizing, 
we’ve decided to take our best shot at 
providing more comprehensive cover¬ 
age of all of it. We may not survive it, 
but on the other hand, shaving of a 
morning could get difficult if we don’t 
at least attempt it. 

Clearly we can’t do it ailone and I’m a 
little picky about what goes into the 
rag. I’ve admired the work of John C. 
Dvorak for many years and was most 
pleased he chose to join us with the 
January issue to good effect. In the 
months to come, we’ll be introducing a 
whole series of new columns. Alfred 
Glossbrenner, a noted computer book 
author who has done many books on 
online services, and in fact one of the 
earliest published books on using a 
modem, is going to join us with a regu¬ 
lar column. Charles Bowen, a very 
experienced writer of the online genre 
we’ve admired for years has agreed to 
do a CompuServe column. Harley 
Hahn, author of two current hit books 
on the Internet and a longtime UNIX 
and Internet aficionado is joining us 
with an Internet column. And by the 
close of the year, I would expect to 
have individual columns and colum¬ 
nists covering every major online ser¬ 
vice in the country - with news and 
reviews absent the maudlin public 
relations flack detritus most users on 
these services are accustomed to read¬ 
ing. This without ceding anything of 
our grassroots BBS coverage. We 
intend to do it, and we intend to do it 
well. Fair warning - if you leave a 
modem connected to a telephone line 
overnight by accident with Procomm 
host mode on it, you just might wind 
up as a feature story. 

It’s a sea change - 1994. Not for the 
faint of heart. Stay with us. 

Jack Rickard 
Editor Rotundus 
Boardwatch Magazine 
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In My Humble Opinion 


LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR 

Address correspondence to Letters to 
the Editor, Boardwatch Magazine, 8500 
West Bowles Ave., Suite 210, Littleton, 
CO 80123; by fax to (303)973-3731, or 
by electronic mail to letters@board- 
watch.com. All letters so addressed are 
the property of Boardwatch Magazine, 
and are subject to editing, although I 
can’t recall ever having done so. It 
could happen I guess. 


Dear Mr. Rickard: 

Playboy now has an email address on 
the Net (Playboy@class.com) that 
we’d like to function as a meeting area 
and forum for the discussion of a diver¬ 
sity of issues including, but not limited 
to, computer privacy, electronic First 
Amendment issues, any reader’s 
response to the magazine in general 
and as a contact point for Playboy’s 
electronic products. Eileen Kent, has 
been the point person for our entrance 
into the new media, is heading this 
project. Working with her are Anne 
Steinfeldt and myself, Matthew Childs, 
a Playboy associate editor. 

Once, we’re up and running, we will 
have specific scheduled times for real¬ 
time interactions with me and other 
editors. In the mean time, we will be 
downloading and disseminating all 
email to the appropriate people. We 
believe that this will be an informative 
and beneficial method for Playboy and 
those online who want to comment on 
Playboy to interact. To that end, we 
hope that you would see fit to publish 
our e-mail address/and or this letter. 

Thanks for your time and encourage¬ 
ment. 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Childs 
associate editor 
Playboy Magazine 

Dear Mr. Childs: 

I see so fit. Good, luck on, your new, 
electronic adventure. We’re seeing 
much of the traditional print media finally 
catching on to the advantages of elec¬ 


tronic interaction with their readership, 
and in almost all cases to good result. 

I would note that your aspirations for 
this e-mail address may be a little ambi¬ 
tious. An electronic mail address is not 
normally a good “meeting area and 
forum for discussion, ” rather, normally a 
point of contact. I might suggest use of 
a Playboy “mailing list” if you genuinely 
desire a meeting place to discuss 
issues. This works much like an e-mail 
address, but correspondents can “sub¬ 
scribe” to the list, and all correspon¬ 
dence directed TO the list address is 
resent or “reflected” to the entire list of 
correspondents. In this way, true inter¬ 
action can occur between all list corre¬ 
spondents and a meeting place is 
formed. Your internet host provider can 
set this up without much difficulty actual¬ 
ly- 

Again, good luck with your online 
efforts. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Mr. Rickard: 

I read your editorial in the January 
issue of Boardwatch on the need for 
cybercash. Here in New Jersey, I am 
working with several state legislators 
on a telecommunications initiative 
which (hopefully) will include making 
state records available on the Internet, 
starting a project Gutenburg type 
thing with the state library, and pro¬ 
moting the use of electronic cash. If 
any one of your scholarly readers has 
come up with a nifty idea for cyber¬ 
cash, I’d be much appreciative if you 
could FAX me the idea. The number is 
listed below. 

Thanks 

Joshua Rosenblum 
District Operations Officer 
Majority Office 

General Assembly of New Jersey 

(609)633-9806 fax 

Dear Mr. Rosenblum: 

I was once told that there really were 
only three necessary functions of a gov¬ 
ernment: 


1. Provide for national defense. 

2. Maintain domestic civil order. 

3. Establish and maintain a stable cur¬ 
rency. 

We seem to have taken on a lot of addi¬ 
tional functions at the national, state, 
and local level. I guess I somewhat 
nostalgically wish we’d of knocked out 
at least two of the big three somewhere 
along the line. Actually I do think the 
ultimate solution to the cybercash prob¬ 
lem will have to come at a national level, 
but as these things go, someone will 
likely have to derive a solution for them 
to bless. They’re not particularly good 
at generating these things internally. 

In any event, it does seem to be a bit of 
a conundrum, and / applaud your efforts 
toward solution at the state level. I’ll 
publish your letter in the hopes that our 
readers can respond directly. If you do 
run across an interesting proposal, 
please share. 

Jack Rickard 


Hi Jack! 

I love your magazine, but I’ve heard 
enough about that cigarette company, 
your smoking habits and that guys hat. 

Let’s get back to computer bulletin 
boards and stop wasting space with a 
topic that has nothing to do with 
telecommunications. I’ll sure I’m not 
alone when I say that I don’t give a rip 
about your habits any more than you 
do about mine. 

What would I like to hear about 
instead? 

Should I start using RIP now or wait 
for the next generation? I would like 
my users to see a nice GUI but I’ve 
read that I won’t be able to see what 
they are seeing. Sometimes I discover 
my mistakes while watching a user 
navigate through my system. I need to 
see what they are seeing. 

Why is FidoNet such a dog to figure 
out? I want to add Fido to my single 
line Wildcat system, but it’s been a 
nightmare dealing with FrontDoor, 
WildMail, and a host of other smaller 
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files. It was easier to learn Morse Code 
and get my genered class Ham license, 
(NOKBI) than it is to get my questions 
answered about FidoNet. 

I want to know if there are BBS CD 
ROM disks filled with MAC, DOS & 
Windows shareware (not just DOS & 
Windows) that I can offer my callers? 
In fact I would like to know who has 
the best disks? 

What are the ten best ways to get and 
keep users? And what BBS services or 
information are users willing to pay 
for? 

How many types of news or magazine 
services supply online text information 
to BBS’s & how much do they cost? 

In my personal opinion one of the best 
areas in Board watch is it’s Letters sec¬ 
tion. I’d love it if it were twice as large 
as it is, but only if it were filled with 
telecommunications related topics. 

By the way, my wife and I just got back 
from a weekend in Redwing, Minneso¬ 
ta. We stayed at the historic St. James 
Hotel. Would you believe that in the 
bookstore of that beautiful old hotel, in 
that sleepy little town, about 50 miles 
southeast of the Twin Cities, Board- 
watch was the only computer related 
magazine? 

My mouth fell open. 

Keep up the good work. 

TonyC 

cheapscans@delphi.com (Internet) 
nOkbKgwbOgdb.mn.usa (Packet) 

Data Gallery BBS 612-431-1373 

p.s. Happy Holidays 

Tony: 

Close your mouth. 

Technically, you make a persuasive 
case, but then go on to refute it. If your 
favorite part is the letters section, and 
actually it is RARELY technically orient¬ 
ed, then why would you want to change 
it? 

Philosophically, the rule at Boardwatch 
is that we will not be restricted regarding 
subject matter or discussion solely on 
the basis of our thematic mission. What 
this means in the raw is that it is ok to 


talk about Jim’s Hat if we, or our read¬ 
ers, want to. And we won’t bail on it just 
because we are a computer magazine. 
But your view is not only legitimate, it’s 
probably predominant. A computer 
magazine ought to probably be about 
computers. We’re not exactly, but I 
understand the sentiment. 

Should you start using RIP now? Well, 
you should if you want to. And if you 
find it not of value, you shouldn’t. That’s 
pretty simple. There is a core group of 
people running bulletin boards we actu¬ 
ally refer to as the “planes, trains, boats, 
and automobile” crowd. They have fairly 
well defined reasons why they just 
HAVE to have photo-realistic graphic 
images online yesterday, at any price, 
because they have a great idea of how 
to sell xxxxx (either planes, trains, 
boats, or automobiles - although some¬ 
times real estate etc.) online. 

For the rest of us, graphics Js^e new 
adventure. The higher speed modems 
make it a matter that can finally be dis¬ 
cussed. I guess it is the “multi-media"’ 
aspect of the online community in real 
terms. But I think it will take more than 
RIP, and will take longer to get there. 
The hope is that a graphic interface will 
make online services easier to use. So 
far, they’ve actually confused matters I 
fear. 

Why is Fidonet such a dog to figure out? 
You could probably write a book about 
that. The official party line is that it was 
developed by a number of individuals 
over a span of time piecemeal, that this 
“modular” architecture is actually an 
advantage of some sort, and that it 
“evolved” into such a mess. I guess I 
believe it is the way it is because the 
players want it to be that way, and as 
such comprises a kind of rite of initiation 
for sysops. If you can configure and 
install it, you can not only have your 
BBS on the Fidonet, but you earn the 
right to bitch about it all more or less 
endlessly and via this global network, 
widely. And if you can’t, you can’t. I sus¬ 
pect if all you had to do was plug it in, 
there wouldn’t have ever been more 
than 25 bulletin boards on it, and it prob¬ 
ably wouldn’t have survived to this day. 

There are indeed CD-ROMS filled with 
more files for DOS, MAC, and Windows 
than you can shake a modem at. I see 
them everywhere, so I’m not sure what 
the question is. We’re seeing bulletin 
boards with as many as THIRTY CD- 
ROM drives online - essentially 18 giga¬ 



bytes of stuff. Several 
vendors actually sell 
collections by sub¬ 
scription, where 
you get an 
updated version 
of the same col¬ 


lection quarter¬ 
ly, and “updat¬ 
ing your files 
consists of sliding 
out the old one and 
inserting the new 
disc. 


What are the ten best ways to get and 
keep bulletin board users? The first 
eight of them are to run an excellent bul¬ 
letin board system. The other two have 
to do with letting the world know you run 
an excellent bulletin board system. 


What bulletin board information or ser¬ 
vices are they willing to pay for? It 
varies pretty widely, but follows pretty 
closely to what they want to do. 


1. Download software files. This is insa¬ 
tiable and not even entirely rational. But 
the urge to acquire the maximum 
megabytes per fortnight by modem 
appears to be real. 

2. Mail. Converse, hobnob, abuse, dis¬ 
abuse, and generally correspond with 
other like minded correspondents via 
electronic mail forums variously known 
as echomail conferences, news groups, 
forums, conferences, or areas. 


3. Chat. I don’t really understand this 
one. But there is an apparently insa¬ 
tiable appetite for typing “hi bob, bye 
bob, hello sally, bye sally, love and kiss¬ 
es, ” and “bye all” in real time on largish 
multiline boards. This has become so 
popular on the west coast that you can 
make a fortune running a BBS while 
working half-days falling-down drunk. 

4. Internet Access. This is pretty sim¬ 
ple. Some 15 million BBS callers have 
heard the term Internet and they want to 
play. They don’t want to learn UNIX 
exactly, and the $15-$25 per month 
access fees on typical UNIX host 
providers is not acceptable. They want 
their BBS operator to do it for them. 
And they will. 

There is a lot of talk about “access to 
information” regarding both the Internet 
and bulletin boards. It’s a little wee bit 
of a lie I guess. There is information 
there, but it is a byproduct of the two 
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main quests - access to free software 
and the desire to communicate with 
each other in the night. All else is 
peripheral to those two basic drives, and 
increasingly the second overshadows 
even the first. 

Very pleased to hear we’ve made the 
grade at the St. James Hotel. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Jack, 

Good article on the new Hayes OPTI¬ 
MA 288, but it didn’t touch at all on 
connecting it to a Macintosh. 

As one of the Macintosh based Hayes 
beta test sites during OPTIMA 288 
testing and a Boardwatch subscriber. 
I’d like to share some info for Board- 
watch readers who use the Mac... there 
are a few of us, I think.;-) 

Utilizing the OPTIMA 288 with the 
Mac is best accomplished with the help 
of a Creative Solutions Inc., Hurdler 
HDS serial port NuBus card with a 
special ROM and software, or the soon 
to be announced Hustler/HDS+ high¬ 
speed serial port NuBus card, which 
CSI will show at the San Francisco 
Macworld Expo in January. Since the 
Mac can’t be programmed to support a 
DTE speed greater than 57.6kbps, the 
CSI Hurdler/Hustler NuBus card, with 
it’s large input/output buffers is the 
only way to go. The present HDS card 
will support a 115.2k bps DTE with a 
special Extension written by Ward 
McFarland of CSI and the new card 
supports a 230.4k bps DTE. We are 
presently testing the new cards. 

As you found with the OPTIMA 288 
using a 115.2k bps DTE on your PC, 
non-compressed files transfer at a rate 
of 2880 up to 10,500 cps for highly 
compressible TIFF type files on a fast 
Mac. With a 230.4k bps DTE, these 
same TIFF files transfer at 20,600 cps, 
or over 1.2 Mb per minute. Application 
documents (Excel, QuarkXpress, MS 
Word, etc.) transfer at rates of 4800 to 
10,000 cps, depending on the file’s 
structure, of course. 

As your article pointed out, (“why 
would these uncompressed data rates 
be important?”) involving the OPTI¬ 
MA 288 with a GUI BBS interface (we 
use TeleFinder[tm] Group Edition 
Host) makes a major difference in the 


speed of the GUI to the user also 
equipped with an OPTIMA 288. With 
TeleFinder[tm], the response time as 
you work with the desktop metaphor is 
equivalent to the speed you get via a 
LocalTalk connection. Not only is it 
impressive, it is certainly more produc¬ 
tive, to say the least. Additionally, our 
Mac business users are not very 
involved with file compression (Stufilt, 
Compact Pro, etc.) and simply want to 
get their file from point A to point B, 
without involving some other addition¬ 
al file processing steps. Since the 
OPTIMA 288 offers considerable speed 
improvement, sending an uncom¬ 
pressed file is now a very quick process 
and our business user may actually 
spend less time with the process, than 
they might if they involved file com¬ 
pression and decompression steps. 

A few comments about using the 
OPTIMA 288 at 115.2/230.4k bps. 

We’ve noticed that some Macs with 
slow hard disk drives will experience 
ZMODEM file retransmissions, as it 
appears the hard disk drive simply 
can’t respond fast enough and/or some¬ 
thing else running on the Mac at the 
same time can create problems. Even 
CSI has seen this on their own Mac 
Ilfx, which is equipped with an older, 
slow hard drive. This is also a problem 
if you have LocalTalk turned on and 
even a small amount of work is going 
on. A Quadra 700 class Mac (or better) 
with a fast hard drive and Ethernet 
active, doesn’t have a problem keeping 
up. 

As you also pointed out, some software 
will have to be revised and this is true 
on the Mac side too. The popular 
ZTerm v0.90 can’t get above about 
8500 cps, no matter what horsepower 
Mac you run it on. We’d also like to see 
TeleFinder revised to read and write 
more blocks of data per disk access 
cycle during a ZMODEM transfer, 
since disk activity is pretty rapid when 
dealing with smaller 1024 byte blocks. 
Smartcom II for the Mac has a better 
idea, as it appears to write to an inter¬ 
nal buffer, rather than constantly hit 
the hard drive. 

At the 230.4k bps DTE speed, the pre¬ 
sent OPTIMA 288 units need to have 
“S37 = 15” involved when originating a 
call, as they hang-up immediately 
when calling another OPTIMA 288 
and don’t start the negotiation process. 
Hayes knows about this. 


Lastly, a clean telephone line is an 
absolute must, for reliable 28.8k con¬ 
nects. We’ve had no problems connect¬ 
ing with Hayes in Norcross, Georgia 
and another firm in Los Angeles at 
28.8k bps, but a firm we work with in 
Connecticut hasn’t had the same luck, 
even with “conditioned” lines. Users 
may have to have their local telephone 
company sweep their lines between 
their central office and their connec¬ 
tion. This doesn’t cost anything and 
will quickly point out anything that 
isn’t right. We had an imbalance on 
one line which never bothered our 
OPTIMA 144 unit, but sure raised 
havoc with the OPTIMA 288. 

The OPTIMA 288 certainly represents 
another major step in modem technolo¬ 
gy and with V.32bis compatibility, it 
certainly is less painful then the days 
of the early Hayes V-series or USR 
HST, when none of us with different 
brand 9600 bps modems could talk to 
each other above 2400 bps, in spite of 
the big bucks we paid for 9600 bps. 

The OPTIMA 288 is a “Screamer”, but 
your readers shouldn’t forget that 
these modems expect some horsepower 
behind them and clean telephone lines 
ahead of them, if they expect to obtain 
the full potential the OPTIMA 288 has 
to offer. 

Lastly, the OPTIMA 288 is a viable 
alternative for those of us who haven’t 
yet been able to obtain, or even get 
information on the availability of the 
elusive “ISDN”, even though our 
requests span years trying to get such 
information! I guess being 50 miles 
from the nations capital is just too far 
for our RBOC to deal with.;-) 

Sincerely, 

Rod Paine 

72017.117@compuserve.com 

President 
ASTEC Company 
Purcellville, VA 

Background - 

The ASTEC Customer Support BBS 
was reviewed in the May 1992 issue of 
Boardwatch magazine, page 44. The 
ASTEC BBS continues its use of 
TeleFinder to support its Macintosh 
business users in rural Virginia and 
other locations around the World. 


12 Boardwatch - February 1994 



Since 1992, the ASTEC BBS has been 
upgraded to a dedicated Quadra 700 
equipped with a DayStar FastCache 
Quadra 128k, two MicroNet Maxtor 
540 Mb drives, AppleCD 300 units and 
CSI Hustler/HDS+ serial port cards 
connected to Hayes OPTIMA 288 
modems. The ASTEC BBS is a private, 
subscription based customer support 
BBS, available to ASTEC customers, 
other TeleFinder BBS Sysop’s and 
organizations providing Macintosh cus¬ 
tomer support services. The BBS is not 
available to the general public. 

Rod- 

Very pleased to receive your report and 
you raise some particularly pertinent 
points. I guess the two most striking are 
that all callers do not receive full 28.8 
kbps connections all the time, and this is 
a significant enough jump to put a strain 
on existing software. I tried to make 
these points in the article, but being a 
very new convert to the concept that 
you can really do 28.8 kbps at all, I may 
have not placed enough emphasis on 
these. 

We do get 28.8 kbps connections. We 
get them often enough that it is classi¬ 
fied here as a “real” thing. However, 
they are nowhere near as common as 
14.4 kbps connections with V.32bis 
modems were/are. If you expect the 
same reliability as to making the top 
connection, you will be disappointed. 
But somehow it doesn’t feel disappoint¬ 
ed. We often step back to the 24 kbps 
range or 21 kbps and that still feels pret¬ 
ty good. 

I guess I don’t quite believe the math 
behind the disk drive access being a 
problem. A few too many layers of 
operating software might be, but I think 
most of the problems posed by these 
speeds are software problems, not 
hardware problems (other than UARTs) 
- on any platform 

Again, thanks for a very informative 
report. 

Jack Rickard 


Jack: 

The file fetch and finding someone 
articles were great. 

One problem I’ve found is that most 
mailers and CompuServe mail will not 
let you leave the Subject line blank. 
What do you recommend ? 

Thanks 

Eric Neifeld 

redhawk@eoes.chi.il.us 

The ByteHead BBS 
Edge wood, MD. 

410.538.4810 

Eric: 

I don’t think it’s terribly critical. Usually, 
they will ask that you leave the subject 
line blank because correspondents are 
prone to repeat the keyword instruction 
in the subject field. If found there, the 
software thinks that is where the actual 
command is and gets a little bit “lost. ” In 
most cases, you can put ANYTHING 
there and it will work as long as it is 
NOT the command you are supposed to 
be putting in the message body. 

If your service allows you to put a cou¬ 
ple of characters in the subject field, a 
couple of xx’s for example. That should 
cover it. 

In our finding someone article, that is 
not likely the problem. Somewhere 
along the line, someone corrected my 
grammar a bit - a not inconsiderable 
faux pas when writing about computers. 
So basically what we told you to do 
won’t work. ADDRESS should be 
ADDRESSES - plural. To recap, to 
lookup an address from the Usenet 
address database, send e-mail to mail- 
server@rtfm.mit.edu. In the body of the 
letter enter a search in the form: 

send usenet-addresses/rickard 

Replace rickard with whatever name 
you might want to enter. 

And put whatever you like in subject so 
long as it does not resemble a com¬ 
mand. 

Sorry for the inaccuracy. 

Jack Rickard 


Hello, 

I’ve picked up my first issue of Board- 
watch Magazine (Dec 93) and I find it 
to be quite useful. In particular I 
wanted to read the review of the new 
Hayes modem. It was very informative 
and exactly what I wanted to see, 
thank you. 

I have read a few places about the RIP 
standard for graphics and am curious 
as to where I might find documenta¬ 
tion on it. An FTP site, e-mail or BBS 
would be fine. I’ve enjoyed using BBSs 
since I was a wee little one using a 
Commodore PET. I even ran one for a 
while on a PC using RBBS. These days 
I do a lot of UNIX t 3 q)e work and won¬ 
der why RIP exists when there is 
already Postscript and XWindows. Of 
course the Postscript one is easy, no 
one wants to pay Adobe. But X seems 
to be a good choice and it runs on 
UNIX which would be perfect for BBS 
support. 

I guess the nature of the beast is that 
PCs don’t typically run UNIX and peo¬ 
ple just don’t want to deal with X 
servers and clients. The RIP standard 
sounds like a good solution and I would 
like to be able to implement clients and 
servers on various platforms. 

Any information you might have on 
where to get a hold of this standard 
would be very useful. 

William Adams 

william_adams@taligent.com 

William: 

I suppose X would work, but it is uncom¬ 
mon on DOS machines. I think Quarter¬ 
deck actually had a version of 
DESQview titled DESQview/X that sup¬ 
ported X Windows, but it landed on the 
market with a pretty dull thud. I think 
the perception is that X is largish and 
complicated=slow. But it’s not a bad 
idea really. 

Postscript suffers a similar problem. 
The Adobe licensing might be the issue, 
but I rather gather that it is file size we 
are really avoiding here. Postscript is 
quite universal, but for modem transmis¬ 
sion the number of characters you need 
to send to do anything is pretty grue¬ 
some - efficiency counts pretty heavily if 
you’re paying the long distance rates. 
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If you want to see an oddly effective RIP 
implementation on UNIX, you might 
want to telnet to sosi.com using 
RIPterm. This is the Spectrum Online 
Systems board in Colorado Springs, 
also available by direct dial at (719)576- 
6853. They are using a new UNIX BBS 
package titled SENTIENCE that is quite 
graphical and does use RIP. 

As to the RIP standard itself, it origi¬ 
nates with a company titled Telegrafix 
Communications, Inc., 16548 Bolsa 
Chica #15, Huntington Beach, CA 
92649; (714)379-2131 voice; (714)379- 
2132 fax; (714)379-2133 BBS. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Mr. Rickard: 

I'm writing to ask your advice on set¬ 
ting up a BBS system to serve the 
needs of the online community. I know 
there are already some 50,000 hoards 
in existence, making it difficult for 
newcomers to succeed. That’s why I'm 
writing to request your help in identi¬ 
fying those areas of online interest 
that are not being properly served by 
existing BBSs. 

What would be your Ideal set-up, and 
what types of services and information 
would you offer. I realize this is an 
unusual request, but I really don’t 
know where else to turn. Any sugges- 
tion(s) will be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for your attention. Looking 
forward to your reply. 

Greg Taylor 
kxfp41b@prodigy.com 

1710 Valette Dr 
Lancaster PA 17602 

Dear Greg: 

Well here, let me just write it into this 
reply and then only you and about 
70,000 other readers can just go buy a 
computer and plug it in and make a 
FORTUNE as the only one working that 
concept. 

Seriously, what you are asking is quite 
natural, and I haven’t the answer. If I 
did, it wouldn’t do you a smidge of good. 
This is very much like asking me for the 
idea of a number one selling book you 
could write. If I knew, and I told you, 
you don’t have it written yet, and much 


that would make it successful is in the 
writing of it, not in the idea. 

I have seen some miserable ideas actu¬ 
ally do pretty well - executed well. I’ve 
never seen a great idea make it - exe¬ 
cuted poorly. So I guess I believe that 
ideas are not really very valuable. Per¬ 
sistence seems to be immensely so. If I 
were to start a BBS today, it would be 
on the topic of bulletin boards and 
online services. Actually, I guess I did. 
It’s because I’m intensely interested in 
that topic, and therein might just lie a 
clue. 

The online world is maturing. It’s not as 
easy to start on a shoestring and build a 
system as it was a year ago. And it 
wasn’t as easy a year ago as it was the 
year before that. Expectations rise. It 
takes a lot of work and sweat equity to 
do it at all, and it always did. You will 
find that operators of large shareware 
library systems really like shareware, 
and enjoy cataloging and filing and col¬ 
lecting software. You’ll find that suc¬ 
cessful operators of bulletin boards spe¬ 
cializing in games and game software 
really like to play computer games. 
Chat system operators are prone to 
chat. Operators of sailing bulletin boards 
tend to like to sail. And so on. Larry 
Woods, whizop of the CompuServe 
Graphics Forums, loves graphics and 
loves to talk graphics and will do so at 
the drop of a pixel. Surprise. 

The reason for all this is that the online 
world, while still literally screaming with 
opportunity, is a pretty competitive 
place. It weeds out the half-hearted 
attempt quite entirely, the faintly inter¬ 
ested soon become the disconnected 
number, and the quick buck artists usu¬ 
ally move on to greener multi-level pas¬ 
tures pretty quickly. 

So the question really isn’t what idea 
would work online. Any of them will. 
The question is what topic or field are 
you so totally interested in and 
absorbed by, that you’d be willing to 
slave in the online onion field with literal¬ 
ly every spare moment of your free time 
for the next three years in order to bring 
it online? That’s what it will take. 


Jack Rickard 


Dear Jack, 

^Just finished reading your reply to 
Dave Holohan and his quest through 
out LA to find the latest issue of 
Board watch. Having been a reader for 
quite awhile, perhaps I can give you 
some insight into the “subscription 
syndrom.” 

I read several periodicals and until 
lately I never subscribed to them. 
Why? Well, I like reading a magazine 
on my own terms. Today I was in my 
Boardwatch mood, so I ran out to my 
favorite provider of magazines and 
panicked when I found them out of 
Boardwatch this early in the month! 
Lucky for me they did have a copy 
saved for me (I am the person that 
“made” them start bringing it in) I 
guess it is like finding a gem every 
month to me. 

As I get busier and busier (This month 
I put in a Hayes 28.8 and an Internet 
Gateway <whew!>) I think I am going 
to try this subscription thing. All I 
hope is I get my issue before I see it on 
the newstand! 

Keep on writing! I am dialing the 
phone right now: Voice to Boardwatch 
to place a subscription, data to fire this 
off my new Internet Gateway. 

Fancy sig goes here <g> 

Ted Sanft 

Ted.Sanft@mmbbs.mn.org 

Magical Mystery BBS 

612.552.0311 

West Saint Paul, MN 

Ted: 

On review, I may have sounded a bit 
more harsh than intended in responding 
to Mr. Holohan’s letter. Different individ¬ 
uals have different personal habits. I 
myself love browsing Tattered Cover, 
Barnes and Noble, or the local Software 
Etc. - mainly for books but occasionally I 
pick up a periodical as well if I haven’t 
seen it before. My point was that if it 
was something I was looking for every 
month, and was actually down to can¬ 
vassing stores to see if they had it, I 
myself would drop a subscription card 
and be done with it. But I probably DO 
subscribe to about 60 such publications 
already, so that would make sense. It 
doesn’t mean it's the only way to live. 
We’re frankly very pleased to have 
developed that kind of following, but no 
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magazine can be that important to any¬ 
one. I doubt I would go through all that 
to get a copy of Boardwatch, even 
though I edit it. 

You should certainly read the magazine 
on your own terms, and whether by sub¬ 
scription, off the newsstand, or electron¬ 
ically, we are indeed privileged even to 
have your attention for a few minutes 
each month. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Jack: 

I am an avid fan of your magazine. I 
was pleased that December’s issue fea¬ 
tured the Hayes Optima V.FC 28800 
modem, which I’ll soon be putting 
online as the third node of my BBS. 
You always provide a wealth of info 
about the online community. Though I 
was already aware of and had planned 
to buy the Hayes before I read the 
issue, it did give a great deal more 
information about this modem than I 
had gleaned from anywhere previously. 
Not only that, but another article 
detailed the ESP board I intend to buy! 

The reason I’m writing is that I was 
wondering what your criteria are for 
the National List of Electronic Bulletin 
Boards and On-Line Information Ser¬ 
vices listed in the back. Most of the 
systems appear to be major, but the 
relatively small boards such as mine 
could use a plug as well. While I don’t 
dare suggest you list ones that have 
been up all of 3 months, or operate on 
XT’s ;) I would very much like to pro¬ 
mote my own, which has been in oper¬ 
ation for nearly a year and is consid¬ 
ered by many in this area as “the” 
gay/lesbian BBS to call. At the 
moment, we have about 170 users, 5 
echomail networks, and almost 1.3 gigs 
of storage, including a CD-ROM with 
all 800x600 .GIFs. In the near future, 
we plan to add even more 28800 
modems, Internet access, and who 
knows what else. 

The g Force BBS can currently be 
reached at speeds of up to 14400, 23 
hours a day (accounting for zone mail 
hour, of course) at 810/852-BLUE. 
Callers must be 18 or older, and at pre¬ 
sent there is no fee. As can be expect¬ 
ed from any responsible system, callers 
wishing access to adult materials must 
first provide proof of age. 


If possible via e-mail, I would also like 
any information you have about adver¬ 
tising in your magazine. My system is 
already listed in several BBS lists, but 
may benefit even more from a display 
ad (which incidentally I’m considering 
for a local gay publication as well). 

One side note... in your List of BBS 
Keepers, you list Eric Blair of S-TEK 
BBS as compiling a Gay/Lesbian BBS 
List. While this may still be true, to 
my knowledge he WAS a “contact” for 
Billy Kennedy of Risqilly BBS for his 
Gay & Lesbian BBS List, which is 
quite complete and gives information 
for hundreds of these systems in the 
US and around the world. I was under 
the impression that this is no longer 
the case, but I will ask Billy and write 
you again when I find out. 

Thanks for a great magazine, and keep 
up the good work! 

Jeff L Bonner 

<jbonner@world.std.com> 

Jeff: 

We have no criteria for the National 
Select list at all. I’m constantly amazed 
at the reflexive accusation that it is “just 
for big bulletin boards” and that we 
ignore the little guy. I understand that 
would be the normal way of doing it, but 
it has never been the case simply 
because it’s never been the case. If any 
of the many people who complain about 
this would bother to look at the list in 
any detail, we have many tiny little sin¬ 
gle line systems on it, others that are 
three or four lines at most, and they are 
not token, but actually comprise a sub¬ 
stantial portion of the list. 

We do get a lot of requests to be “on” 
this list. It probably doesn’t even make 
any sense to HA VE this list at this point. 
It Is a historical remainder from an earli¬ 
er Boardwatch, but one I’m inclined to 
retain. It is a list of bulletin boards I 
want to list. You don’t apply to be on it, 
there is no fee, application, or other 
avenue to it at all. Advertising in Board¬ 
watch doesn’t get you on it. They are 
not necessarily the best, the biggest, the 
most exclusive, the most popular, or 
anything else of note. These are just 
systems I want to be able to find the 
phone number for, and the easiest way 
for that to be true is to publish the list 
each month in the magazine. I do tend 
to be a sucker for the special topic type 
systems that list some kind of oddity or 


specialty such as African studies, bee¬ 
keeping, oragami, or whatever. The 
finest gay BBS in the world probably 
wouldn’t make it even at 1000 lines. 
The best gay ornithologist’s BBS proba¬ 
bly would, and the line count wouldn’t 
make a whit one way or another, nor 
would I probably know. I just don’t want 
to lose the number because you never 
know when an emergency might arise 
and you NEED a gay ornithologist. 

Jack Rickard 


Hello Jack, 

Couple things! One, is it normal for 
standard subscriptions to arrive 
(December Boardwatch) on the 18th to 
25th of that month? I understand by 
TEMPORARILY living in Hawaii, 
things will take longer, but I have not 
encountered any of my other pubs, not 
arriving one to two days before that 
months, month issue. Unfortunately 
for me, Boardwatch is my most await¬ 
ed pub. Got December today and it is 
December 18th. Thought due to Holi¬ 
days I would not see it until January, 
however this is the earliest in the 
month I have ever received one. 

Secondly, I must say Jack, your arro¬ 
gance is refreshing, as I too can be 
accused of same. However, where do 
you get off telling that fellow that 
could not find your magazine “You 
must be jerking me off’. You control 
the pub, it is yours and you should be 
proud, but why be so rude to people. 
Not unlike a SYSOP, you must realize, 
that to YOU, they feel a ONE ON ONE 
situation, but as YOU AND ALL 
SYSOPS understand, it is more like 
1:800 ratios. I think you have men¬ 
tioned before about reading and re¬ 
reading and writing and then going 
back later to re-read and re-write your 
response and that one will USUALLY 
change things. Take your own advice 
JackOFF <g>, and maybe you will 
lighten up. 

Reading Boardwatch and understand¬ 
ing your wit is not unlike fine wine, 
one must injest a lot to fully appreciate 
it. I have, but many new, to include 
‘MAU with initial issues, find them¬ 
selves very offended, and somewhat 
intimidated. PERSONALLY, I find it 
funny and somewhat amusing that 
there are at least two of us out there. 
Just that one of us can voice it on a 
more AUDIENCE FILLED platform. I 
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OPTIMA V.FC + FAX 
288 


Smartmodem OPTIMA 28800 V.FC FAX 


Four Times Faster Than A M,400 Bit/s Modem! 
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Introducing the Hayes OPTIMA ” 288 V.FC” + FAX, 
An incredibly advanced modem that incorporates the 
V.Fast Class™ 28,800 bit/s 
technology developed by Hayes 
and Rockwell International. 
The same technology that’s 
being supported by more than 125 other modem 
manufacturers worldwide as the new industry 
standard for high-speed performance. OPTIMA 2^ not 
only communicates with other V.Fast Class modems, 
it will work with future Hayes modems incorporating 
the rrU-T V.34 (VFast) standard. And, it conununicates 
easily with today’s installed base of modems. 

Faster Than You Think. With Hayes enhanced 
V.42bis, you’ll obtain twice the speed you thought 
you’d get from a 28,800 bit/s modem. 

OPTIMA 288 supports port speeds up to 
230,400 bit/s and transfers pre<;ompressed 
files from 30,000 to 34,000 characters 
per second. It’s especially powerful for 
remote connectivity to or from a LAN, 




Hayes'^ ESP'^ 
Communications 
Accelerator 


remote PC control, transferring 
large files, or multi-media. 

You could save as much as 
75% on long distance charges. 

OPTIMA 288 provides the 
clarity and convenience of 
FAX at 14,400 bit/s, plus fast, 
easy-to-use Smartcom™ 
for Windows™ LE data 
communications sofbvare,|uid Windows FAX software. 

Add The Hayes* ESP* Communications 
Accelerator for the special Sysop price of $69. Our 
fast Serial Port helps prevent data loss and achieve 
speeds of 230,400 bit/s when using Windows or LAN 
based communications. 

For more information on the availability of 
Hayes OPTIMA 288 through 
the Hayes Sysop program, 

Go Online With Hayes 

BBS at 800-874-2937 or Increasing the Speed 

404-446-6336. of Business.™ 
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I Go Online With Hayes BBS: call 800-874-2937 or 404-446-6336. ©1993 Hayes Microcomputer Products, Inc., P.O. Box 105203, Atlanta, GA 30348. 
Hayes, ttie Hayes icon, the Hayes logo and ESP are registered trademarks, and the Hayes ‘302 Escape Sequence Patent icon, Increasing the Speed of 
I Business, OPTIMA, and Smartcom are trademarks of Hayes Microcomputer Products, Inc. V.Fast Class and V.FC are trademarks of Rockwell 
International Corporation. Other trademarks mentioned are those of their respective companies. Price is in U.S. dollars. 
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Attention Current Internet Users: 

See what DELPHI can offer you! Stock 
quotes, Grolier's Encyclopedia, newswires, 
and hundreds of other services are just a 
few keystrokes away. Telnet to 
delphi.com and enter the username and 
password at right for a free trial. 


DELPHI is the only major online 
service to offer you full access to the 
Internet. And now you can explore this 
incredible resource with no risk. You get 5 
hours of evening/weekend access to try it 
out for free! 

Use DELPHI'S Internet mail gateway to 
exchange messages with over 10 million 
people at universities, companies, and 
other online services such as CompuServe 
and MCI Mail. Download programs and 
files using FTP or connect in real-time to 
other networks using Telnet. You can also 
meet people on the Internet. Internet 
Relay Chat lets you "talk" with people all 
over the world and Usenet News is the 
world's largest bulletin board with over 
3500 topics! 

To help you find the information you 
want, you'll have direct access to powerful 
search utilities such as "Gopher," 
"Hytelnet," "WAIS," and "the World-Wide 
Web." If you aren't familiar with these 
terms, don't worry; DELPHI has expert 
online assistants and a large collection of 
help files, books, programs, and other 
resources to help get you started. 

Over 600 local access numbers are 
available across the country. Explore 
DELPHI and the Internet today. You'll be 
amazed by what you discover. 


5-HOUR FREE TRIAL! 

Dial By Modem 1-800-365-4636 
Press Return once or twice 
At Username, enter JOINDELPHI 
At Password, enter BW42 


Complete details are provided during the toll-free registration 

DELPHI 


Questions?Call 1-800-695-4005. Send e-mailtolNFO@delphi.com 
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RoboBOARIlanjTerFX arejradenrtorks’of Hamito TeleGrophics IncAlltcgdemofks are the property of their respfectivepvitfiers 


• 640x480x16 up to 1024x768x256 SVGA. 

A JPEG realtime photos (JFIF compliant). 

■ Online GIF" Previewing from file areas. 

• Point and shoot interface. 

A Dragging windows, buttons and scrollers. 

■ Realtime icon transfers (no duplications). 

• Word processor message editor. 

- Users can upload, download and print messages. 

■ Lightning fast database files system. 

• Seamless CD-ROM support. 

A Resuming Auto ZModem. 

■ Multiline Chat. 

• Programmable input Templates and Menus. 

A Multilanguage support. 

■ ANSI support. 

• Bullet Proof Security. 

A Virus scanner support. 

■ Message and file forums. 

• Call back verifier & Time Bank Included. 

A Multiline/Local LAN support. 

■ DESQview" multiline ready. 

• DigiBoarcf" Fossil, UART support. 

- Free Tel-FX graphical terminal. 

■ VGA7SVGA drawing package included. 

• Only DOS required! Five minute install. 

A Free Telephone Support! 

RoboUUCP - Internet - USENET 
Now Available! 

Orders & Info 1-800-363-ROBO ^ 

Demo System 1 -819-682-7771 \\^ - y 

Hamilton TeleGraphics Inc. V 

173 Prentiss Street, Aylmer PQ, j9H 5V8 




























































































































































know I will get blasted one way or the 
other on this, as you ALWAYS get the 
last PUBLISHED word! 

Keep it up Bro, your doing it! 

Scott M. Gray 

The Computer Shanty 

scott.gray@cld9.com 

P.S. Thanks to your Magazine and 
Brent Davis’ hard work, we do and 
now have been recognized for our 
“Family of BBS’” in Hawaii and main¬ 
ly those on Oahu. Thanks for the offer 
and the plug. I wish it would have 
been like the support BBS’ though 
where it showed our features. In my 
little case: 6-Lines - Internet/NEWSG- 
ps - 18 CD ROMS - YankeeNET - Wild- 
Net - and to the acclaim of door pro¬ 
grammer’s 65 REGISTERED Games. 
Then again, if MUSTANG would pay 
hadf the bill like the others, more of us 
would advertise. Just cannot see pay¬ 
ing $25 for what PCB/Major assist 
their sysops for $12.50. Hell, I could 
switch software just in the money I 
would save in a year (Hmmmmmm, 
Jim H, you reading...might be 
an Idea!) 

Dear Scott: 

Well, we seem to have two basic items 
here. The 18th of December does 
sound a little late. I have to confess, we 
slip a couple of days per month around 
here and no matter what I do, it seems 
to take about 32 days to do a Board- 
watch. As a result, we are losing a bit 
of ground against a somewhat merci¬ 
less calendar. We are still in the postal 
service prior to the first of the month, 
and if it took 18 days, we have a deliv¬ 
ery problem to your location that goes 
quite beyond our publishing schedule. 

That said, the early date of your other 
publications is quite illusory. I received 
the February 8th edition of PC Maga¬ 
zine on January 12th - very timely. I 
suppose I could slip a month on the 
cover date and then you would at least 
receive your December issue on 
November 18th. But it would be the 
same issue with the same pages and a 
different cover date. We may actually 
have to do that before this year is up. 

The fact is, from when we are writing 
most of it until we are in your mailbox is 
typically less than 30 days, and there 
virtually aren’t any other monthly maga¬ 
zines in any field with that short a turn 


around. It keeps us always on the edge 
of disaster, but the online world we 
cover is somewhat uninterested in his¬ 
torical footage and so we rather live 
perched on that precarious edge. 

As to my comments regarding Mr. Holo- 
han’s predicament, they were meant 
entirely in a humorous vein. I certainly 
hope he took no offense at them (rather 
doubt that he did actually), and really 
did not intend any rudeness. Under¬ 
stand that there are some subtleties to 
Boardwatch that not just everyone read¬ 
ing it is going to “get” the first read 
through. We could, I suppose, re-aim it 
to the least common denominator read¬ 
er in an effort to be understood. Or we 
can have a bit of fun with it and let those 
who can read, read. I rather choose the 
latter. If we develop a subset of cattle- 
brains perennially of the offended class, 
I can probably live with that. 

At the heart of it, many of our readers 
have literally been with us for years and 
have watched us grow from a ragged, 
irreverent little newsletter into what 
LOOKS a little bit like a magazine. 
These people are my friends and co¬ 
conspirators in remaking a world in 
eiectronic form. Unlike many publica¬ 
tions, our readers aren’t the “marks” in a 
publishing empire. They are generally 
very smart, very involved in the process, 
and we’re not likely to “get away with 
much.” They also have a pretty low tol¬ 
erance for the boring and the marketing 
schlock pretty much ubiquitous all 
around. As a result, we are pretty much 
as we are, and actually struggling to 
keep it that way under some pretty con¬ 
siderable pressure to take on a “Ziff” 
look. 

It is a bit simplistic to pass it off as sim¬ 
ple arrogance, but if pressed. I’ll often 
own up to that rather than offer a class 
on what’s really going on to the intellec¬ 
tually bereaved. 

Stay with us Mr. Gray, and we’ll try to 
first do no harm... 

Jack Rickard 


Mr. Rickard: 

How would I go about finding a list of 
BBSs that cater to the farming com¬ 
munity or that have a Farming SIG? 
Appreciate any advice you can give me. 


Thanks, 

BOB CANNON 

rrcannon@aol.com 

Bob: 

The pond’s a little dry here I fear. We’ll 
take a letter and hope some of our 
Future Farmers of America Online 
respond in kind. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Editor, 

This letter is to serve as a test of a new 
“Letters to the Editor” feature on 
Cyberia, as well as a request for verifi¬ 
cation from your end. Cyberia is an 
online general information and enter¬ 
tainment system located in York, 
Pennsylvania. We have always strived 
to make things as simple as possible 
for our users, and with our new Inter¬ 
net e-mail and newsgroup connection 
we are attempting the same. Our 
“Letters to the Editor” section is a 
menu online, where our users can easi¬ 
ly hit or click on the magazine of their 
choice, and an internet message is 
automatically addressed to the corre¬ 
sponding magazine’s editor. In my ini¬ 
tial research I was able to find 38 mag¬ 
azine editors with internet mail 
addresses, and that is why you are 
receiving this test message. 

We would really appreciate it if you 
could please verify that this is the cor¬ 
rect Internet address where you would 
like to receive mail from our users. If 
you are paying to receive these mes¬ 
sages and would prefer to set up an 
account on Cyberia to receive mail, we 
will allow you to set up a free account 
for your magazine to send and receive 
internet mail. With our internet alias 
program, you can have the address 
(yourmagazine@cyberia.com). 

If you know of any other magazines 
that might benefit from having the 
ability to send and receive internet e- 
mail, please let us know, and let them 
know about our service. 

Sincerely, 

Adam J. Viener 
adam.viener@cyberia.com 
Cyberia Communications, Inc. 
717-840-1444 - Cyberia 
717-840-0139 - Voice Support 
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Adam: 

Sorry, your e-mail test didn’t make it 
through. Like John C. says, a lot of it 
gets lost. But we are doing some para¬ 
psychology experiments involving unde¬ 
livered electronic mail and so I’ll take a 
wag at a reply anyway. 

I’m sensing a Letters to the Editor menu 
item. Neat idea. Most magazine edi¬ 
tors don’t get enough electronic mail as 
it is, and I think they’ll leap at the con¬ 
cept. I get a pretty clear picture of them 
huddled in misery, pining away while 
waiting for more mail. Yeah, this should 
be a winner. 

You might advance the concept a little 
bit. Who needs callers? You could 
have the computer actually GENERATE 
random letters to the various magazine 
editors and mail them out - several hun¬ 
dred per minute. 

Another glimpse. Something about a 
rabbit. Maybe a naked rabbit. Play¬ 
boy ©class.com comes to mind for 
some reason. 

Jack Rickard 


Editor: 

I just finished reading the December 
issue of BoardWatch. It was one of the 
most worthwhile reads I have had in a 
long time. As a Sysop of two BBSs and 
about to open up a third, I am very 
interested in what is available for BBS 
software. Do you ever run compara¬ 
tive reviews or do they tend to be sin¬ 
gle articles such as the one on 
RoboBOARD/FX? 

I am interested in setting up a BBS 
that will allow Internet connections. I 
can hardwire this system to a main¬ 
frame that is an Internet node. There 
is no problem in doing this. The ques¬ 
tion is, is there any BBS software that 
will allow users a throughput to Inter¬ 
net? 

Keep up the good work. You are about 
to get a new subscriber. 

Lowell Herr 
herr@catseq.catlin.edu 

Project PHYSLab 
The Catlin Gabel School 
Portland, OR 97225 


Lowell: 

Glad to hear we’re hitting the mark in 
Portland. I too am very interested in 
what is available in BBS software. I’ve 
never figured out a comprehensive way 
to do comparative BBS software 
reviews, and so we don’t do them. BBS 
software varies quite widely based on 
the application for which it is intended. 
To run a BBS isn’t really an application - 
it’s an umbrella covering a multitude of 
barely related sins. We’ve always want¬ 
ed to do such a thing, but we’ve never 
figured out a methodology that would 
work satisfactorily, and so we’ll pass 
despite the obvious newsstand sellout it 
would create for us. A recent effort to 
Just try to gather some very basic infor¬ 
mation and contact data on the major 
players has reinforced my position on 
this. So we do tend toward single arti¬ 
cles like the one on RoboBOARD/FX. 

Your specific application is a case in 
point. I think the hottest area in BBS 
software development today revolves 
entirely around making the Internet con¬ 
nection. There are more “secret” crash 
programs to do this right now than any¬ 
thing else in BBSIand, and probably 
more than everything else in BBS soft¬ 
ware development put together. I don’t 
know of a BBS software package that 
DOESN’T provide basic e-mail service 
and can’t think of one that hasn’t at 
least got a more or less secret “demo” 
version to handle ftp/telnet/smtp/nntp in 
the lab. Within the year, you should be 
able to put up a pretty capable Internet 
site providing ftp and telnet service both 
to the Internet, and to dialup callers, for 
less than $5000 and offering some fea¬ 
tures not seen on the Internet previous¬ 
ly. The days of the $30,000 UNIX instal¬ 
lation with full time UNIX sysadmin on 
the payroll as the only option in setting 
up a presence on the Internet are not 
long for this world. 

I would expect the big “rollout” to be at 
ONE BBSCON in Atlanta August 17- 
21st, if that gives you any kind of avail¬ 
ability time frame. Anything I can 
assemble and print as to the current 
capabilities is out of date by the time I 
finish it, and you wouldn’t read it until a 
month later, by which time it would be a 
joke. I can tell you that we have a very 
experimental site up and running (telnet 
boardwatch.com or ftp boardwatch.com) 
whose key component, aside from our 
existing BBS, is an old 386-16SX com¬ 
puter that doesn’t even have a hard disk 
drive in it or a monitor and could proba¬ 


bly be valued at about $400. Viable 
solutions will undoubtedly cost more 
than that, and probably won’t be avail¬ 
able until later in the year, but I’m not 
guessing about their imminent appear¬ 
ance. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Jack: 

First off, the lead-in kudos...Compli¬ 
ments on a terrific magazine. It is by 
far the standard publication for the 
serious sysop. But you already knew 
that! 

Now for the request... Have you con¬ 
sidered regular articles or a regular 
section devoted to the technical aspects 
of online gaming from the sysop’s per¬ 
spective? Yes, I am aware that there 
are already “electronic” gaming maga¬ 
zines ad naseum, available on the 
newssstand, but none (that I’m aware 
of) that is directed to the sysop and 
their interests. 

While I currently do not, I would like 
to offer some quality single and multi¬ 
player games on my BBS. I wish to 
avoid however, the trial and error 
method of this aspect of BBS operat¬ 
ing. This time at least! Hey...there’s an 
idea. A gaming magazine directed at 
the sysop. Run with it Jack! In the 
mean time, keep up the fantastic work. 

Sincerely, Brian Beck 

bbeck@ infonation.com 
InfoNATION (810) 749-6498 

Dear Brian: 

We’ll take a look at it. I know we cover 
this a hit and a lick as games come out 
that catch our fancy, but a full treatment 
of it would certainly not be out of line. A 
small but avid group online does do the 
game thing pretty hard. 

That said, the trial and error method has 
gotten some bad, and I think unde¬ 
served press. The most striking 
instance I think was of a BBS down in 
Texas that sported 150 games online. It 
was really rather famous in those days 
as a gaming center. 

The sysop had a brain freeze one after¬ 
noon after noticing that virtually all the 
real activity centered around just a cou¬ 
ple of the most popular online games. 
In a frenzy of efficiency, he decided that 
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if they really were only interested in the 
top three titles, he would just remove all 
the deadwood and let them concentrate 
on the ones they really wanted to play. 
So he deleted all his setup and installa¬ 
tion work on 147 games. 

And all his callers went away. You see, 
he was the gaming BBS, and everyone 
knew this because he had a 150 games 
online. When he had only three, it 
couldn’t really be taken seriously now 
could it. Facing all the work of rein¬ 
stalling all those games to get back his 
callers, he just folded the board instead. 

The moral is, don’t look at that user 
activity log too hard. It can really get 
you into trouble. 

Jack Rickard 

Subject: InfoGlut’s Newest 
Bottleneck 

Jack - 

You mentioned the congestion of 
UUCP host providers in the December 
issue. I couldn’t agree more. 

As many of your readers are (I hope) 
aware, I’ve been working closely with 
Galacticomm and Mustang on their 
Internet gateways, providing the actu¬ 
al protocol transfer module for both. 
One of the first and largest bugs we 
started getting back from beta testers 
was the incredibly long time that it 
took to establish a protocol startup, 
and complaints that the dialer was 
timing out too soon! Indeed it was, in 
some cases giving up after 90 seconds 
*AFTER* establishing carrier! The 
suggested timeout, initially, was 60 
seconds, and we’ve had to up that to 
120 and even 180 seconds in some 
cases. 

The problem is as obvious as it is solv¬ 
able: UUCP providers are overselling 
their facilities. I’m going to refrain 
from naming names, since I’ve not 
given them a chance to answer to these 
claims, but there are many nation¬ 
wide commercial providers who are 
adding points-of-presence in cities all 
over the country, while not increasing 
the number of machines to service 
those POPs. Additionally, they are sell¬ 
ing more accounts in those cities than 
the POPs can reasonably handle from 
the standpoint of available bandwidth. 

Face it, a 56Kb POP is not going to 
support a metropolitan city. And 


putting in a T1 connected to an 
already saturated machine is no 
answer. Unfortunately for the con¬ 
sumers of these feeds, demand far out¬ 
shines supply, and overselling in such 
a market is all too simple. In other 
words, they are selling too many buck¬ 
ets for the communal well, and it’s not 
only hard to get to, but is drying up. 

What is to be done? Good question. 
Can we expect host providers to self¬ 
police this problem. Unfortunately, I 
don’t think so. Perhaps as new services 
come online, the overloaded ones will 
begin to lose customers. Perhaps this 
will all be academic when your local 
cable company can provide you IP to 
your house. Perhaps, like me, people 
will be able to get ISDN and find other 
points of service. Local users here in 
San Luis Obispo get free UUCP feeds 
from my system, but this is simply out 
of a self-imposed obligation on my 
part, and will continue only until my 
machine cannot handle any more feeds 
without compromising the ones I’m 
already giving. Short of some radically 
new service, or an unexpected out¬ 
break of generous individuals, I don’t 
see an end in sight for this problem. 
And as a provider of the software that 
is contributing to it, I find myself very 
concerned. I’d be interested in any¬ 
one’s ideas on this point. 

Christopher J. Ambler 
Fubar Systems / UUPlus 
San Luis Obispo, CA 

chrls@toys.fubarsys.com 

Chris: 

As I mentioned in an earlier issue, I 
share your concern and don’t really see 
any easy answers. There seems to be 
a basic lack of understanding in the host 
provider community of the very critical 
difference between connectivity and 
capacity. I’ve actually alluded to this in 
earlier editorials - to the rage and con¬ 
sternation of our substantial UNIX-ori¬ 
ented readership. Our local provider lit¬ 
erally went non-operational for nearly a 
month and was marginal for a month 
after before we changed to another 
provider. I’m starting to see the same 
on that one. As you point out, our prod¬ 
uct support calls for PIMP do seem to 
revolve around how long PIMP will wait 
around for the UNIX end to wake up 
and send something, receive some¬ 
thing, or otherwise at least look interest¬ 
ed. 


But in all fairness, I think the problem IS 
UUCP and most of the attention in that 
community has been related to IP con¬ 
nectivity issues for several years. They 
assumed, understandably enough, that 
UUCP would go to the dinosaur heap 
shortly as the entire world woke up to 
the fact that a couple thousand dollars 
per month for an IP connection really 
was quite reasonable. Suddenly, here 
are 2500 bulletin boards demanding a 
UUCP connection and offering cash - 
but in $50 per month denominations. 
The real terror striker is, I would look for 
some 12,000 additional bulletin board 
connections over the course of the next 
8 months or so. The problem you note 
is going to cascade I fear. And as you 
note, we have several MAJOR host 
providers that just cannot be described 
as operational at this point. 

Now this would be a good place to men¬ 
tion that there is a whole lot more I 
know about the UNIX/IP Internet archi¬ 
tecture than I quite understand and this 
is further complicated by the fact that 
there is a lot about it I just don’t know. 
But at the surface level, I think it is the 
UUCP part that IS the problem. The 
routers and either 56 KB or T1 connec¬ 
tions provide more capacity than neces¬ 
sary for what we are talking about - bare 
e-mail and newsgroups - at least for the 
present. The problem is that UUCP 
involves spooling mail onto UNIX sys¬ 
tem hard disk drive surfaces in massive 
quantities. SMTP mail only hits the drive 
on the destination end, which varies lit¬ 
erally from message to message. And a 
lot of sysadmins are learning the hard 
way just what multi-tasking really means 
when you are actually trying to multi¬ 
task and anyone cares. Tm guessing 
the entire problem can be visualized as 
disk drive heads raking across the plat¬ 
ters like a set of spurs. 

Solutions? I think it is de-concentrating 
the flow of mail off those disk platters. 
We need (you would be a good candi¬ 
date actually) to develop DOS platform 
Simple Mail Transfer Protocol (SMTP) 
and Net News Transfer Protocol 
(NNTP) servers that can connect to the 
Internet via IP to deliver mail and to 
interface in the other direction to exist¬ 
ing BBS systems via Novell or LANTas- 
tic LAN. We then move all UUCP ser¬ 
vice off onto the BBS’s themselves and 
let them act as UUCP hosts to each 
other. These BBS UUCP hosts spool 
the mail on THEIR drives to the SMTP 
server, which in turn connects to the 
network via TCP/IP to deliver each mes¬ 
sage or newsgroup batch. I think these 
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host providers are well able to deal with 
IP connectivity issues and capacity 
measurement (gulp - I hope), domain 
name service, MX forwarding tables, 
and the lightwork needed in any IP con¬ 
nection scenario. They would probably 
rather deal with these larger-pipe 
accounts anyway. 

This would give those larger BBSs 
capable of handling this task a new 
income stream from smaller BBS’s con¬ 
necting to them via UUCP. It would 
move all the disk raking off the few host 
providers and out into the BBS commu¬ 
nity in a much wider fanout. It would 
give those same host providers a small¬ 
er group of more lucrative IP connec¬ 
tions to the large BBSs. The big BBSs 
would basically aggregate the UUCP 
accounts for the host providers both 
economically and technically. 

This does have a couple of comical side 
effects. The BBS community has long 
enjoyed very efficient file transfer proto¬ 
cols such as ZMODEM and others, and 
very efficient file compression ala PKZIP 
as well. To move from that to UUCP g 
protocol, which is still very much akin to 
wrapping notes around rocks and throw¬ 
ing them through each other’s windows, 
is a pretty strange step backward. But I 
think it is the route we will wind up tak¬ 
ing as strange as it is - at least tem¬ 
porarily. 

So basically, I would encourage you to 
enhance your software for Mustang and 
Major BBS so it can act as a UUCP 
server as well as client. And add an 
SMTP/NNTP server to run on the same 
LAN and interface to the UUCP soft¬ 
ware file formats (largely Waffle in the 
DOS world). I can tell you this is pre¬ 
cisely the direction we are going with 
our own Personal Internet Mail Proces¬ 
sor (PIMP) that we developed here at 
Boardwatch. 

And ultimately, bulletin board operators 
are much more comfortable dealing with 
each other for connections. If UUCP 
connections to the Internet were avail¬ 
able BBS to BBS, the entire country 
would be networked in six months and 
there wouldn’t be any BBSs where you 
couldn’t send and receive Internet 
domain name mail worldwide. Actually, 

I very much want this to be the case - to 
the point of returning to the land of Intel 
assembly language myself to make it 
happen. 


Hang in there. We need you. 
Jack Rickard 


Dear Jack, 

Like the gentleman from South Africa 
in the December issue, I feel a little 
odd calling you Jack and not Mr. 
Rickard. Yet, as your reply stated, we 
who read you regularly do indeed know 
you. Thanks! 

First let me tell you how much I enjoy 
the magazine. I think the thing I enjoy 
most is the fact that I do not complete¬ 
ly understand everything that is writ¬ 
ten in every article. BRAVO TO YOU. 
Dont get me wrong, this is no self serv¬ 
ing epistle to expound how smart I 
am... Oh no no no., anyone who knows 
me will vouch for that. Rather it is 
kudos to you and your staff for putting 
oi:tt a magazine that challenges us/me 
to “find out more”. On a scale of 1 to 
10 my interest in BBSing is a 10 and 
my knowledge is probably a 2. Your 
publication fills in a lot of gaps., and at 
the same time opens up others... 

One other thing, I too have done the 
monthly “two step” trying to find your 
magazi^.J|/I can always find it... but 
why do I do this to myself., when the 
US Postal Service will deliver.. My sub¬ 
scription will follow.. Just wish there 
was a way to subscribe online.. 

Thanks again Jack.. I read all the folks 
writing in saying “cover this, cover 
that” I'm just delighted that you cover 
what you do... 

Happy Holidays 

Jim Atkinson 

spanielman@aol.com 

Jim: 

I feel just as odd. Mr. Rickard is my 
father and it always throws me to see 
people addressing letters to him here. 
He’s not a real computer aficionado 
actually. But it’s probably not too impor¬ 
tant what you call me. 

Very pleased to learn we are hitting the 
mark. We’ve been trying to cover what 
we can cover well, and what we find 
interesting. Unfortunately, we are losing 
ground to an online community that is 
virtually exploding in scope, size, and 
breadth. I’ve pretty much thrown in the 


towel on doing it all myself and we are 
simply going to find the best writers we 
can where we can and try to do a better, 
or at least more comprehensive, job of 
covering the whole scene - starting with 
some of these larger commercial ser¬ 
vices like AOL that are starting to do 
some very interesting things as well. 

Actually, there are several ways to sub¬ 
scribe online. The easiest is of course 
to dial our BBS at (303)973-4222 and fill 
out the subscription order online. We 
do take a few via Internet mail at sub¬ 
scriptions ©boardwatch.com as well if 
you provide a MC/Visa number, card 
expiration date, and your mailing 
address. Always have for that matter, 
but a lot of our readers like to call voice 
and chat a bit in the process. 

Jack Rickard 


Hi Jack - 

I just finished the 12/93 issue of the 
magazine - & wanted to say how help¬ 
ful and interesting it was. Fm new to 
BBS/Online everything - and read a lot 
that’s helping my inner fog to lift. Spe¬ 
cially appreciated the list of U.S. BBSs, 
and the Internet section. One request: 
how ‘bout a box or page glossary on 
the terms you use in the text ? They’re 
abc to you, Sanskrit to me (eg ftp / 
UUCP / UART / etc. I assume some¬ 
one’s already compiled a file on this 
somewhere. Can you point me at 
same? Bottom line: NICE job on the 
magazine: Thanks again. PS - specially 
like the artwork and layout. Have an 
excellent ‘94 ! 

Pete Gerlach 

Pilgrim27@aol.com 

Dear Pete: 

Not an entirely out of the way idea actu¬ 
ally. We’ve published glossaries in the 
past, but I guess it has been quite 
awhile now. With the number of new 
readers, it makes sense. Let me look at 
it. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Jack Rickard, 

I love reading your magazine. As a 
SysOp of a BBS I find Boardwatch 
Magazine very informative to our 
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SysOp community. You cover a wide 
range of topics from hardware to soft¬ 
ware which is where I bring up my 
main point.... RoboBOARD/FX. 

On the cover of December’s issue you 
showed the RoboBOARD/FX Online 
Graphical BBS system. Isn’t it great! 
I have been using RoboBOARD since 
version 1.02 of the older EGAA^GA sys¬ 
tem. Currently I am a Beta site for the 
RoboBOARD/FX system. There are 
new features that I would like to men¬ 
tion to all your readers that will be 
released in the new year as an 
upgrade. 

The JAM message base is now the for¬ 
mat for the message base files. This 
allows lightning fast searching, index¬ 
ing and listing of all messages in a des¬ 
ignated message board. Also, many, 
many more message boards can be 
allowed now thanks to the JAM stan¬ 
dard. The older Hudson format for the 
message base allowed 200 areas and a 
maximum of 16mb message base size. 
Very limited when you think of the 
Internet and UseNet newsgropups that 
are now becoming main stream. The 
low number of message boards in the 
1.00 FX system is a limitation of The 
Hudson standard though, not 
RoboBOARD. Also allowable under 
the new “JAM” format is file attaches 
to messages. This will be a BIG bonus! 

The file manager has changed slightly 
also. You now see descriptive icons for 
each file in the listing window. This 
will allow the SysOp to categorize each 
of the files on his system to allow the 
user to “VISUALLY” see what type of 
file it is (keeping in the GUI spirit!). 

File descriptions are now very lengthy 
compared with the one line that was 
allowable before. This will allow those 
CD-ROM systems to have the full 
description associated with the file 
shown. Another big bonus! 

As always, keep up the good work at 
Board watch, and have yourself a very 
good year in 1994! 

Kieron Quigley 

java@traider.ersys.edmonton.ab.ca 


Dear Kieron: 

Sounds like RoboBOARD/FX is gaining 
legs. Thanks for the update. 


Dear Jack, 

Just a brief note to wish you season’s 
greetings and to thank you for the 
great magazine that you put together. 
I’ve enjoyed a subscription to Board- 
watch for numerous yeeirs now. Each 
month, I eagerly await its arrival in my 
mailbox. Along these lines, I think 
that I can perhaps provide one of the 
missing pieces to the puzzle (Re: Let¬ 
ters to the Editor in December) of why 
some folks would rather do the big 
monthly easter egg hunt for Board- 
watch at the newstands than enjoy the 
convenience and cost savings of a sub¬ 
scription. In fact. I’m toying with the 
notion myself. Why? For some reason, 
my copy of Boardwatch seems to arrive 
— more often than not — with its 
cover mangled. 

Mind you, the rest of the magazine is 
fine. Since I tend to collect your maga¬ 
zine (I have all issues since I first dis¬ 
covered you), I want the addition to my 
collection to be in as good of shape as 
possible. Buying from the newsstand 
would let me get this. Hmmm, the 
newsstands here in central Virginia 
put Boardwatch on their shelves at 
least a week before my copy arrives in 
the mail. Another plus for doing the 
monthly hunt. ;-) 

Yeah, I know that the contents of 
Boardwatch are time sensitive. What 
you write about this month will be out 
of date by the next month’s issue — if 
not before. This is one of the things 
that is heat about the online world. 
Perhaps that is why your magazine is 
one of those that I collect. Looking at 
back issues of Boardwatch is like look¬ 
ing at Byte magazine from the early 
days. 

Regards, 

Charles Lee 

clee@netcom.com 


Dear Charles: 

That makes sense to me actually. We’ll 
look at some options to protect the 
cover. As to it appearing on the news¬ 
stand before you get a copy, Til look at 
it, but it shouldn’t be so. The mailed 
copies go out at the same time (literally 
the same day) as the retail copies - 
which go through several distribution 
centers before arriving at the stores. I 
suppose the U.S. Postal Service gets a 
little busy around Christmas, but it still 


shouldn’t require this kind of time. We’ll 
look into it. 

Jack Rickard 


Dear Mr.Rickard, 

In reading the December issue of your 
fine magazine, I came across a letter 
from a fellow Toronto Ont. sysop, Dan 
Williams. I wish to dispel one of the 
‘m 3 d:hs’ he tried to dump on you as a 
sarcastic complaint. 

I was fortunate enough to pick up my 
first issue of “Boardwatch” last month 
in which you featured many bbs’s in 
the 416/905 calling area(here in Metro 
Toronto).To my surprise (pleasantly), I 
found my bbs listed. I am one of the 
Tittle guys’ Dan Williams mentions, 
running a single lined bbs on a very un 
known software (Rat soft for the Atari- 
ST). Please don’t get the impression by 
one fellow sysop’s musings that you 
have neglected any bbs here in the 
Toronto area, as we are known here in 
town to have bbs’s come and go in 
great haste (they drop like flies in no 
time.welcome to the Canadian win¬ 

ter you made pleasant jest of). 

I agree with many points Dan made 
though, as CRS seems to be one of the 
only “PAY” games in town when it 
comes to bbss, and a rather poor one 
at that in my opinion (not one I would 
pay for personally, as I have been on 
many FREE systems that offer more, 
and run better than CRS has a hope to 
and I am darn sure Dan Willieuns’s bbs 
falls in that category). 

Thanks for being such a fine magazine, 
and one of the true voices for the bbs 
community, and Dan, Lighten up. 

Glen Ketteringham, 

Sysop of Monty Python’s Flying bbs 
416-266-901 0,24hrs at 14.4kbaud 

glen.ketteringham@ablelink.org 

Dear Mr. Ketteringham: 

Yeah Dan...lighten up. 

Jack Rickard 


Jack Rickard 
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Special Reduced Prices for BBS Operators 



The above quoted prices are for purchase by qualified Sysops only. Public purchases are retail prices, and are not available 
through Boardwatch Magazine. 

















INTELUGENCE RECOGNIZED! 

“ZyXEL modems are now among the best performers” - PC Magazine 



Leading industry publications are giving the ZyXEL 
family of modems rave reviews for top perfor¬ 
mance. ZyXEL’s Ultra High Speed Modems are 
packaged to fit a variety of modem configurations, 
giving you more intelligent features for less. 

“ZyXEL modems are loaded with fea¬ 
tures, it comprises a virtual treasure box 
of surprises” - Boardwatch Magazine 

ZyXEL’s U-Series modems offer an array 
of intelligent features that ensure fast, 
reliable operation - and true “plug-and- 
play” operating ease. Offering two-way fax capabili¬ 
ties and it’s NEW VOICEFAX SOFTWARE,^ 
ZyXEL lets users forward and retrieve voice mail 
box messages from remote locations. With ZyXEL’s 
Rackmount and NMS, you can control and moni¬ 
tor hundreds of sites at a time. And for users on- 
the-go, it’s the new U-1496P portable modem/fax 
with voice which offers cellular capability and 
portability, plus all of ZyXEL’s standard features. 

“Some modems are good. Some modems 
are fast. ZyXEL modems are good and 
fast.” - Computer Shopper 

ZyXEL PLUS Series gives you top speeds 
of up to 19.2 Kbps, with DTE speeds of 
up to 76.8 Kbps. And don’t forget that 
ZyXEL modems come with a 5-year warranty^’^ 
and will be upgradable to V.Fast Advantage, upon 
finalization of the standard, starting at $249.’^'^'^ 


“ZyXEL modems scored a three way tie 
for best two way communications 
modem.” - BYTE 

PC Magazine honors ZyXEL modems as 
one of the top three out of sixty-two 
modems that have perfect connection 
record. Compatible with most other modems, 
ZyXEL modems operate in asynchronous and syn¬ 
chronous mode - and in all environments, includ¬ 
ing DOS,^’^ Windows,® OS/2,® Macintosh,® UNIX,® 
NeXT® and Amiga.™ And, with V.25bis for syn¬ 
chronous communications, ZyXEL is compatible 
with IBM’s AS/400 and RS/6000. 

ZyXEVs Intelligent Features 

• Ultra High Speed 19.2/16.8 Kbps 

• V.32bis/V.32, V.22bis/V.22, BELL 212A 

• V.17-14.4 Kbps, EIA Class 2, G3 Fax, S&R 

• V.42/V.42bis with Selective Reject-MNP® 3/4/5 

• Digitized Voice Capability 

• Caller ID/Distinctive Ring 

• Remote Configuration 

• Auto Fall Forward/Fall Back 

• Call-Back Security with Password Protection 

• Line Probing Techniques 

• 2/4 Wire Leased/Dial Line 

• Auto Data/FAX/Voice Detection^’^’^^ 

• Upgradable by EPROM 

Join industry experts in finding out how ZyXEVs 
Intelligent modem can be a wise investment 


SysOp SPECIAL 

Starts From Only 

y U-1496B 


Call: (800) 255-4101 
BBS (714) 693-0762 


ZyXEL 

The Intelligent Modena 

4920 E. La Palma Avenue, Anaheim, CA 92807 (714) 693-0808 BBS: (714) 693-0762 FAX: (714) 693-8811 

■^Available with Windows,® DOS,™ and Macintosh® versions. ’"*2-year warranty for Rockmount models. ’""’"V.Fast upgrade price depends upon the model. 
’"’"’"’"Auto Data/Fax/Voice detection available on DOS version, Window/Mac version available with Auto Fax/Voice detection. Specifications are subject to 
change without prior notice. All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 



June 29, 1993 
ZyXEL U-1496 PLUS 



PROFESSIONEllI 


February 1993 
ZyXEL U-1496E PLUS 


RATINGS REPORT ) 

■The ZyXEL U-1496E PLUS costs 
less than many of the V.32bis 
modems that it outperforms.” 


1 


BVTE 


BEST VALUE 


MODEM 


ZyXEL U-1496E PLUS 


BVTE 


BEST TWO-WAY 


ALL-AROUND 


MODEM 


ZyXEL U-1496E 

July 1993, ZyXEL U-1496E PLUS 
ZyXEL U-1496 PLUS 
Top 10 List 



June 1993 
ZyXEL U-1496E 




"The ZyXEL modem is faster., 
practically across the board." 




Data Comm 

MAGAZINE 
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Performer 


ZyXEL U-1496 PLUS 


November 1992 
ZyXEL U-1496 
ZyXEL U-1496E 


Winter 1992 ZyXEL U-1496 
Awarded 5 NextWORLD Cubes 
















Dvorak Online 


Rituals and the Computer 

by John C. Dvorak 

I f you go back to school and take cul¬ 
tural anthropology you’ll find an 
interesting notion that could easily 
be apphed to the online world. According 
to anthropologists, the acquisition of 
mythology, rites and ceremony gives the 
culture a way to think about and recog¬ 
nize any new invention. Anything not 
fiilly understood is ritualized. 


doesn’t DO rituals. He’d rather not 
beheve that he does. The simple act of 
listening to the telephone prior to dialing 
just to be certain a dial tone is present is 
a ritual. It once had a purpose. When 
there were party lines, for example, the 
line wasn’t always free. But, now, (out 
of thousands of calls that you probably 
have made) how many times has the dial 
tone not been there? Probably too few a 
number to continue the ritual. 



There are other rituals that are used 
everyday. Shaking hands, right hands 
only, is an old tradition to show that no 
weapons are carried. Many people nod 
when they greet a friend on the street. 
The nod is a carryover from the days 
when men tipped the hats that they 
wore and women curtsied. The reasons 
for either have been lost. It is simply a 
ritual. And of course we have the Asians 
with their ritual bowing. 


With the computer an entire set of 
rituals have appeared. They may have 
once had a real purpose. The purpose 
has mostly been forgotten. The purpose 
may never have been known. Without 
an understanding of the how and why 
that something is done a ritual is 
created. 


The ritualistic functions are a signifi¬ 
cant part of our daily lives. Much more a 
part than normally recognized. In CUL¬ 
TURAL WAYS, by Robert Taylor, he 
describes the need for ritual as: “Ritual 
provides a reassurance and feelings of 
security in the face of the psychological 
disturbances in everyday life...Ritual 
may be viewed as providing reassurance 
in the sense that it is a ready-made solu¬ 
tion to problems which may be poorly 
understood and difficult in solution.” 

The little rituals that we do every 
day are hardly thought of as ritualistic. 
Rituals are thought to be something for¬ 
eign, something that savages do. Mod¬ 
ern, urban, chic mem is certain that he 


Most computer commands were 
handed down from knowledgeable 
user to novice. The tendency of the 
expert is to not explain but simply 
say, “Do it this way!” Without an 
explanation or understanding the 
imagination can go wild. After all, 
look what happened to Mickey 
Mouse in “The Sorcerers Appren¬ 
tice”. (In the movie FANTASIA) 
Mickey thought that he knew the proper 
incantation. He tried something that he 
wasn’t supposed to do, and he did it 
wrong. He unleashed a nightmare of 
brooms and buckets. Can you imagine 
the fears of a newcomer to the comput¬ 
er? (This must be especially true for 
those who saw FANTASIA!) 


When that novice trains a new novice 
the emphasis is on doing the incantation 
EXACTLY right. The ritual is rein¬ 
forced. The unknown horrible things 
that could happen (like blowing-up the 
whole computer system, or something) 
will be averted if the ritual is followed to 
the letter. Unforeseeable, horrible, and 
certainly detrimental things will happen 
if the mighty computer is not appeased 


with the proper ritual. Who knows what 
“the beast” might do, and what havoc 
will begin. 

With the “beast” computer, the prac¬ 
tice of simply parroting commands, with 
no understanding of exactly what the 
meaning, or how the command works is 
a ritual. The user must enter the com¬ 
mands in the exact order and way as 
originally shown. It is a complex magical 
incantation. Any attempts to show the 
user a different way, even if it is more 
efficient, is resisted. The fear of the 
magic is apparent. 

Myths of the evil and frustrating 
computers were reinforced by naive ritu¬ 
al-rut users. It isn’t helped along much 
by incompetent salesmen. 

The magic of computers and the ritu¬ 
als are a daily part of our lives. In the 
case of the home computer user, a list of 
the rituals once had validity. But, due to 
the advancements in technology, no 
longer do. For exEimple, how often are 
you told to always take the diskette from 
the drive? This is because the drive will 
destroy the diskette when the machine is 
turned off. While it was true years ago, 
it never happens anymore. And what 
about the myth that X-rays damage 
disks? Or how commands must be 
entered in upper case, when most soft¬ 
ware accounts for upper and lower case 
discrepancies and software that doesn’t 
do this should be rejected. 

Unfortunately, once an object and its 
rituals are accepted any changes are 
resisted. The early computers had hghts 
which flickered. They were both decora¬ 
tive and they indicated if the machine 
was at work, or at rest. The lights were 
an integral part of the communication 
between the user and the machine. 
When CRTs and other methods of com¬ 
munication came into use the httle flash¬ 
ing lights became useless. However, the 
culture had come to equate flashing 
lights to computers. After all, every 
movie, television show, and sight gag 
about computers had references to flash¬ 
ing lights. The computer must have 
lights. The large machines of today have 
lights flashing so that the computer will 
be recognized AS a computer. The paral¬ 
lel computer from Thinking Machines 
has lights all over it for this reason alone! 
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What this all means, of course, is 
that there is an underlying resistance to 
progress. Once something is established 
with its assuring rituals, it is hard to 
veer from the set course. Look at cars. 
Attempts to change the shift lever to 
push buttons or to move it to a location 
other than the steering wheel or floor 
have met with resistance. It won’t hap¬ 
pen no matter how practical. SO what¬ 
ever rituals we develop around the desk¬ 
top computer, we may be stuck with for¬ 
ever. 

Having said all this I’m now going to 
embark upon a collection process. Use¬ 
less online rituals. The world of online 
computing is different and new enough 
that odd rituals are coming along daily. 
Using the letters IMHO, meaning “in 
my humble opinion” (as if anyone gives 
a rats ass) for example is a screwball 
and useless ritual. If someone is 
expressing an opinion it’s usually obvi¬ 
ous. Why be redundant and say that 
your opinion is an opinion? It’s dumb. 

So if you see any new onhne rituals 
on BBS’s or the Internet or on the vari¬ 
ous online services, send them along 
and we’ll discuss them. Send to John C. 
Dvorak c/o Boardwatch Magazine, 
8500 West Bowles Ave., Suite 210, Lit¬ 
tleton, CO 80123 or e-mail to 
RITUALS@BOARDWATCH.COM 


Network with... 

j 14 Systems to 
Choose From! 

Business Beat Rain Forest 
Masick System W.D. System 
Mac National TradinsPen 
JeweLink Relisious 
SportsUnk CoinLink 
CollectibLink Alternatives 
The Educator ComicLink 

National 
Access 
Available 

New Sign-ups Call 
1 ( 813 ) 943-8000 

Voice: 1(813)943-0113 


Founmorc reasons 

fr-- ' - 

why eat Sysops 
ehoose GTEK* 



BBS550 Eight port Serial I/O card especially suited for BBS 
systems. 16550 UARTS are standard. Ports are individually 
addressable. Individual interrupts (IRQ 2-15) may be assigned 
to each port or interrupts may be shared among several or all 
ports. 10 conductor RJ-45 connectors with FULL modem sup¬ 
port. Up to eight cards may be installed in a single PC for up to 
64 ports. DigiBoard & Galacticomm compatible. RS-232, 422 8c 
485 interfaces available. Call for a list of supported BBS software. 

PCSS-8X Eight port Serial I/O card. Has 8 DB-25 style con¬ 
nectors with FULL modem support in an external enclosure 
which mounts to the rear of your PC. 16450 UARTS are stan¬ 
dard. 16550 UARTS are optional. Each port is individually 
addressable or may be located at a single address and selected via 
control code. Int 14H and Windows device driver and example 
code included. RJ-12 version available. RS-232, 422 8c 485 
interfaces available. 

PCSS-8F Eight channel intelligent Serial card. Unit has eight 
RJ-12 connectors, up to 128K of dynamically allocated FIFO 
memory and its 24 MHz processor handles input speeds up to 
57.8Kbps. DOS, UNIX, XENIX and FOSSIL drivers included. 
RS-232, 422 8c 485 interfaces available. 

PCSS-8FX Ultra high speed intelligent Octal Serial Card. Unit 
has eight RJ-12 connectors, up to 512K of dynamically allocated 
FIFO memory and a 24 MHz processor. Custom gate array pro¬ 
vides DMA transfer rates to 1 Megabyte across the PC bus. I/O 
Mapped registers so no host memory is used. Input speeds up to 
115,200 Kbps. DOS, UNIX, XENIX, and FOSSIL drivers 
included. RS-232, 422 8c 485 interfaces available. 



800-282-GTEK (4835) 

399 HWY 90, P.O. BOX 2310 
BAY ST. LOUIS, MS 39521-2310 USA 
Mississippi 8c Technical Support (601) 467-8048 Fax (601) 467-0935 

All products or company names are 
trademarks of their respective holders. 
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Telebits 


RUMORS AND FACTOIDS 

C ompuServe - now sporting some 
1.5 million accounts and report¬ 
edly adding 60,000 new mem¬ 
bers per month, has nevertheless felt 
the sting of competition from lower 
cost online services. America Online 
has grown to 500,000 accounts with a 
$3.50 per hour access cost and Prodigy 
has nearly recovered all of it’s lost 
accounts from the summer implemen¬ 
tation of their $3.60 per hour access 
charge to BBSs etc. CompuServe, by 
contrast, was charging an $8.95 
monthly fee PLUS $8 per hour for 
2400 bps access and a whopping $16.00 
per hour on the higher speed 9600 bps 
and 14,400 bps services. While the ris¬ 
ing tide of interest in online services 
was indeed lifting all the ships, there 
did appear to be some leakage in the 
CompuServe boat due to the pricing 
disparity. On January 14th, Com¬ 
puServe announced an impressive 40% 
cut in hourly connect charges - bring¬ 
ing 2400 bps access down into the 
$4.80 per hour range and the higher 
speed connections at 9600 bps and 
14.4kbps to $9.60 per hour. Monthly 
base price remains at $8.95 and the 
new rates went into effect February 6, 
1994. While this remains on the “pre¬ 
mium” side of the price curve, it has at 
least brought the cost of the service 
down into the realm of reality. And 
they’ve developed a substantial Inter¬ 
national presence with over 90,000 
European subscribers. 

Apparently the company is making 
further changes both internally and 
publicly. They introduced a new Win¬ 
dows-based software program titled 
WinNav that finally addresses the need 
for offline processing of forum mail. 
For years products such as TAPCIS 
and OZCIS have allowed CompuServe 
users to dial up the service, download 
mail, and read and respond to it 
offline. WinNav is the first product 
introduced by CompuServe itself to 
perform this function. 

Prodigy meanwhile is enjoying 
some success with their Internet con¬ 
nection. Despite limiting the access 
initially to a select group of Prodigy 
users, and requiring use of an external 
software program, rumor has it the 
Prodigy/Internet gateway is passing 


some 200,000 personal e-mail messages 
monthly almost from the first month. 

Bruce Katz, founder of the Rock- 
port Shoe Company and board member 
for the Whole Earth Lectronic Link 
(THE WELL) in Sausalito California, 
has owned a half interest in the WELL 
since 1991 through the Rosewood 
Stone Group. The Rosewood Stone 
Group purchased all remaining shares 
in the WELL during the final days of 
December from the Point Foundation, 
publisher of the Whole Earth Review 
and Whole Earth catalogs. The WELL 
currently claims some 8000 users and a 
staff of 16. 

MCI has made a big announcement 
regarding their networkMCI plans to 
build their own Internet for voice, 
data, and video at a cost of some $20 
billion over the next six years. It’s 
billed as an International Information 
Highway. 

MCI seems serious about building 
their own commercial Internet in this 
fashion. And they may just have the 
wherewithal to do it. For one thing, 
MCI was partner to IBM in a sub¬ 
sidiary called Advanced Network and 
Services or ANS. ANS has had the 
Merit contract to provide the National 
Science Foundation backbone network 
that at one time was nearly synony¬ 
mous with the “capital-I” Internet. 
Further, MCI has just named Dr. Vin¬ 
ton Cerf as senior vice president of 
data architecture for MCI’s Data Ser¬ 
vices Division. Dr. Cerf was on the 
team that originally developed the 
TCP/IP protocol suite used in the 
Internet, and is currently also presi¬ 
dent of the Internet Society. He also 
assisted earlier in the development of 
the MCI Mail service. He will be 
responsible for developing the network 
architecture for MCI’s data services 
and integration of data with video and 
voice. With Vint Cerf onboard, their 
experience from the ANS collabora¬ 
tion, and a willingness apparently to 
pump some $20 billion into the project, 
(the entire NSF funding for the Inter¬ 
net in all of history barely exceeds $40 
million) MCI may well pull it off - leav¬ 
ing most of the other players in the 
dust. 

The company is deploying Syn¬ 
chronous Optical Network throughout 


their domestic network and to some 
degree even Internationally. And they 
have alluded to the fact that they can 
increase data throughput on SONET 
from the current top speed of 2.5 Giga¬ 
bits per second (Gps) to 10 Gps. The 
NSFnet backbone uses the MCI 
SONET link from Los Angeles to New 
York now. 

MCI also intends to splurge anoth¬ 
er $2 billion to introduce local tele¬ 
phone service in 20 major metropolitan 
cities - first stop Atlanta. The new 
move, termed MCI Metro, gets a boost 
from the company’s purchase of rights- 
of-way from Western Union Corp. four 
years ago. This gives MCI physical 
access to some 2000 office buildings in 
200 cities. The compsmy thinks it can 
reach 40% of its business customers 
with existing rights-of-way in the top 
20 markets. But the real driver behind 
the MCI Metro move is the local access 
charges the carrier must pay local bell 
telephone companies with each long 
distance call. MCI claims 45% of their 
total long distance revenue goes to 
these local access charges to the tune 
of some $300 million annually. 

Apple Computer announces the 
launch of their own commercial online 
service to open in April. Titled 
eWorld, it is quite intended to compete 
with Prodigy, CompuServe, and Ameri¬ 
ca Online. Last year, Apple announced 
an investment in America Online that 
gave them access to the interface tech¬ 
nology. Initially for Macintosh sys¬ 
tems, a Windows connection package is 
expected. Initial pricing will be $8.95 
per month with two hours access 
included and additional time at $4.95 
per hour. Peter Freedman of Apple is 
heading up the project. 

America Online announced they 
have reached the 500,000 member 
milestone with some 150,000 new 
members in the last 90 days of 1993. 

Amerltech and General Electric 

have created a joint venture with GE 
contributing the General Electric 
Information Services and GEnie while 
Ameritech ponies up some $472.5 mil¬ 
lion in cash. GEIS currently sports 
some $600 million in annual revenues. 
Ameritech is initially loaning the 
money with it convertible to 30% equi¬ 
ty if regulatory hurdles are overcome. 
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Hellene S. Runtagh will head the ser¬ 
vice. 

Bill Gates wed one of his Microsoft 
employees, Melinda French, on Satur¬ 
day, January 1 at the Manele Bay 
Hotel golf course in Lanai Hawaii. As 
we reported last year, rumors persist of 
a Microsoft online service - now known 
to be titled InfoServe. 


GALACTICOMM ANNOUNCES 
MAJOR BBS VERSION 6.2 

G alacticomm, Inc. has 

announced a significant 
upgrade to their BBS software 
package. The Major BBS, available as 
of February 1994. 

The new release sports some new 
and enhanced features that indicate 
pretty impressive programming activi¬ 
ty down in Fort Lauderdale, including 
a vastly improved file manager, inter¬ 
nal QWK mail support, polls and ques¬ 
tionnaires, standardized RIP menus, 
and a notable performance increase on 
port servicing. 

The latter carries some interesting 
history. According to Galacticomm 
President Scott Brinker, he took 
strong exception to a response we 
made in the LETTERS section advis¬ 
ing a reader that we knew of only one 
BBS software package capable of ser¬ 
vicing 64 lines at 14,400 bits-per-sec- 
ond from a single PC in a world of file 
suckers. His exception was that the 
software we mentioned, eSoft’s TBBS, 
was NOT The Major BBS, and as 
Galacticomm sold The Major BBS with 
an upper line count of 255, he vowed to 
make us eat the blackbird. 

So it was that they decided to set 
up the “Jack Rickard Challenge” at 
ONE BBSCON to demonstrate once 
and for all that they could handle the 
ports by actually setting up a 64 line 
system with 64 lines - complete with 
laptops etc plugged in and sucking 
files. 

But they did want to test the “chal¬ 
lenge” machine before enduring the 
nightmarish logistics of getting all of 
that to Colorado Springs. And he 
learned a surprising thing - The Major 
version 6.1 wouldn’t do it. At about 40 
lines, the data rates on each port began 
to plummet. 


So they took it as a mission to do 64 
lines. And they developed an interest¬ 
ing test fixture. Originally the 
“Rickard Challenge” it later came to be 
called the Megapuss. It features one 
486-66 uncached machine running 
Major BBS, and a second 486-66 run¬ 
ning as the “file sucker”. The two 
were attached by a morass of 64 serial 
cables through two “Galactiboxes”. 
The file sucker connects to the BBS 
and randomly searches for and down¬ 
loads files - so that it isn’t simply a 
reiterative download of the SAME file, 
but actually simulates 64 callers 
browsing and downloading. And they 
began to tune The Major BBS to 
increase port performance - very near¬ 
ly a black art. 

The result’s, as of the first of the 
year, was that they could lock 64 ports 
at 14,400 bps, and run all of them at 
an average speed of 1312 cps. This is a 
little bit shy of what BBS operators 
think of as 14,400 bps performance. 
Typically, you lock your DTE port 
speed at 38,400 bps to connect 14,400 
bps modems. This is because the error 
correction provided on most such 
modems provides about a 1.18 gain by 
stripping the start and stop bits result¬ 
ing in a maximum data speed of a little 
over 1700 cps on compressed ZIP files. 
But it represents a good programming 
effort, some solid test data, and for 
sysops using The Major BBS - a pretty 
startling increase in performance with 
this 6.2 release. In fact, the company 
later reported averaging 1600 cps on 
64 lines locked at 38,400 bps. Engi¬ 
neers at Galacticomm continued work 
on the port performance throughout 
January and we would expect some 
further improvement. 

In actual practice, few systems 
require the ability to allow 64 simulta¬ 
neous callers to be downloading files at 
1700 cps at the same time. First, cur¬ 
rently only slightly over half of the typ¬ 
ical caller universe HAS 14.4 kbps 
modems. Secondly, you can statistical¬ 
ly count on some portion of those 
logged on to be picking their nose, 
lighting cigarettes, browsing file areas, 
etc. And it is true that one of the more 
popular applications of The Major 
BBS, at least in the public BBS arena, 
is the chat/social BBS where 2400 bps 
connections are overkill for real time 
chat. But according to Brinker, a big 
segment of their market is actually 
business BBS installations. And we 
have to believe the performance 


increase will be welcomed in that quar¬ 
ter. And the ability to publish actual 
test data is just a lot more credible 
than the "we can do it all" posture. 

The more visible improvements 
were also pretty impressive. Most 
notably, the awkward file interface of 
6.1 has been completely renovated to 
allow callers to browse files much more 
comfortably. They can page both for¬ 
wards AND backwards through a file 
listing. An on-screen cursor is provid¬ 
ed to highlight files of interest. The 
SPACE bar tags the file for addition to 
a “batch” that can be downloaded 
later. The ENTER key calls up a 
screen providing additional informa¬ 
tion about the file. And the required 
link of files to message areas is essen¬ 
tially abandoned. Operators can now 
designate joined libraries containing 
local files, CD-ROM directories, and 
even directories on other machines. A 
BTRIEVE index of file names and 
descriptions provides very quick 
searching capabilities. And files can be 
listed by filename, by date, or even by 
popularity (number of downloads). 

The questionnaire features of 6.1 
were also redone from scratch with 
both polls and questionnaires now sup¬ 
ported. Polls can be yes/no, true/false, 
or multiple choice and the program tal¬ 
lies the results. Questionnaires or 
more open ended and the results can 
be saved to BTRIEVE files, ASCII files, 
or discarded. And entries can be tied 
in directly to the userlog. 

Minor improvements include 
changes to QWK offline mail to bring it 
in as an integral part of the program 
structure. And they have added stan¬ 
dardized RIP menus to the product. 
This is actually a bit of an interesting 
development falling into the area of 
“lessons learned.” There has been a 
great deal of discussion of graphics 
online, and we here at Boardwatch 
have probably been among the worst 
contributors to the hype over this. But 
as we have noted, the power to create 
is the power to make ugly. And accord¬ 
ing to Brinker, what they found in dis¬ 
cussions with their user base, is that 
everyone WANTS pretty screens and a 
graphic interface. Almost no one actu¬ 
ally wants to deal with drawing any¬ 
thing to make it happen. So in version 
6.2, they include a series of canned RIP 
graphic menus that the operator can 
select and implement, without actually 
having to draw anything. The provid- 


Boardwatch - February 1994 29 


ed set is actually pretty attractive. 
And so you can install version 6.2 and 
“have” pretty screens, without actual¬ 
ly designing much of anything your¬ 
self. 

The new version was scheduled for 
release at the end of January, and 
should be available now. We would 
note that in addition to the notable 
improvements, the overall product 
seems a little less “unbundled” than 
previous versions which offered addi¬ 
tional modules for files, menus, enter¬ 
tainment, and so forth. One of the 
strengths of the product remains the 
wealth of options and third-party soft¬ 
ware, but the 2-line introductory ver¬ 
sion seems more complete in this 
release, and is available at $259. 
Galacticomm, Inc., 4101 SW 47th 
Avenue, Suite 101, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33314; (305)583-5990 voice; 
(305)583-7846 fax; (305)583-7808 
BBS. 


MICROCOM INTRODUCES 28.8 
KBPS V.FAST MODEMS WITH 
PARALLEL PORT INTERFACE 

M icrocom has introduced two 
new V.Fast Class modems 
with a very attractive sysop 
discount program and a very strange 
twist - a parallel port interface. 

The Microcom DeskPorte FAST 

destop fax modem and the Travel Porte 
FAST portable fax modem are now 
shipping at a fairly attractive list price 
of $499 each. These modems use the 
same Rockwell V.FC chipset as Hayes, 
and offer modulation data rates of up 
to 28.8 kbps over standard voice tele¬ 
phone lines. 

But Microcom has developed a very 
different solution to the problems such 
speed poses to the current computer 
hardware/software. While Hayes 
developed a serial port card with 
16550 UARTS and an extended 1 KB 
data buffer, Microcom went to the 
PC’s parallel port to acheive data rates 
of 115 kbps and higher. Both modems 
DO support standard serial port con¬ 
nections, but they also support parallel 
port connections, and the modems 
come complete with both the necessary 
RS-232 serial cable AND a parallel 
port cable. They also come with a 
Windows COMM driver to take advan¬ 
tage of the parallel port connection. 
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You’ve got connections...ivitA 

friendly people from all over the globe. 

Stop in anytime to chat, swap ideas, 
match wits in a game, network on 
forums, catch up on news from 
around the world, and much more. 

Always free! 

Free speech. Free membership, 
free usage, free downloading, etc. Pay 
only for the phone call. 

Fast Talk. 14.4 Kbps transmission. 

Load up. Download as much as 
you want from our huge file 
library—no limits, no restrictions. 

__ VISIT 

H GLOBAL GALLERY “ 

THE WORLD ONLINE. 

Call by modem: 

( 715 ) 445-6000 

Voice line: ( 715 ) 743-2669 






Microcom TravelPorte FAST 
portable fax/modem -$499 


The company makes a compelling 
case with regards to Windows commu¬ 
nications. The parallel port design 
basically passes the data in 32 b 3 rte or 
64 byte blocks from the modem to the 
PC. This reduces the interrupt events 
the PC has to service from the typical 
11,000 times per second, to as little as 
360 times per second. And of course, 
the ability to transfer the bytes in 8- 
bits in parallel naturally improves the 
efficiency of the link. The result is fair¬ 
ly impressive improvement for Win¬ 
dows communications. But the solu¬ 
tion seems strangely Windows myopic. 
We found no indication of a DOS dri¬ 
ver for this parallel port mode. 

The TravelPorte model may enjoy 
some particular popularity. The only 
laptop model we are aware of that 
sports a 16550 buffered UART is 
IBM’s pricey Thinkpad series. Win¬ 
dows on the laptop seems to be gaining 
ground quickly. If no where else, this 
parallel port option makes sense on a 
Windows laptop. 

The modems do offer some other 
advantages. They include the Micro¬ 
com Networking Protocol (MNP) Class 
10 which is emerging as a standard for 
providing the necessary error correc¬ 
tion for cellular telephone modem 
communications. Microcom of course 
developed MNP which through class 5 
was nearly ubiquitous among modems 
until V.32bis incorporated V.42 error 
correction and V.42bis compression. 
MNP 10 however has emerged as a 
very necessary adjunct if you want to 
use a cellulau* phone to make the con¬ 
nection. 

The desktop model also features an 
LCD panel indicator. We’ve grown 
very enamored of modems such as 
ZyXEL and Practical Peripherals that 
offer these very informative LCD dis¬ 
plays to indicate what modem speed 


you’ve actually acheived on the con¬ 
nection. Particularly with V.FC, you 
may often drop down to 24 kbps, 21 
kbps, or lower and the LCD indication 
displaying speed can be very useful. 

The modems also feature a flash 
downloadable memory function con¬ 
taining the operating software allow¬ 
ing you to download upgrades from the 
Microcom BBS. The company does 
forsee a chip replacement when the 
ITU does standardize on V.34 next 
June. But they have already 
announced an upgrade price to V.34 of 
$39 and you can either return the 
modem to have it upgraded, or simply 
order the chip and install it yourself. 



Microcom DeskPorte FAST 
desk top modem - $499 


Other minor items include a five 
year warranty, DOS and Windows fax 
software, and some interesting call¬ 
back security features that allow you 
to enter up to 20 users in the modem 
memory and supports both security 
access and dialback security functions. 

Microcom has not historically been 
very active in the BBS community. 
But with these new models, they have 
introduced a BBS operator discount 
program we found quite appealing. 
The qualifiers are pretty similar to 
other discount programs, and you can 
purchase as many modems as you have 
active lines on your BBS. The modems 
are discounted to a very attractive 
$289 - exactly a dollar more than the 
Hayes models, but the FIRST TWO 
modems you buy under this program 
are discounted an ADDITIONAL $40 
to $249. That’s got to be counted as 
an attractive price on a top of the line 
modem, and while Microcom has his¬ 
torically been known in the BBS com¬ 
munity only for their protocol, they’ve 
been a respected modem manufacturer 
for many years. Microcom, Inc., Attn: 
SYSOP Order Administration, 500 


River Ridge Drive, Norwood, MA 
02062; (617)551-1000 voice; (617)551- 
1988 fax; (617)225-1125 BBS. 


QMODEMPRO FOR WINDOWS 
RELEASED 

M ustang Software, Inc., is ship¬ 
ping Version 1.0 of their 
QmodemPro for Windows 

communications package offering data 
and fax communication in one inte¬ 
grated package. 

The new release is the first appear¬ 
ance of QmodemPro for the Windows 
environment, and it appears to be a 
good one. One of the strongest fea¬ 
tures of QmodemPro for DOS was an 
electronic mail manager providing 
gateways to MCI, CompuServe, QWK 
mail and an integrated mail manage¬ 
ment database allowing you to pool 
mail from all these sources, read and 
reply, and have the replies automati¬ 
cally go back out to the proper service. 
This feature received little notice from 
the rest of the computer press, who are 
only now discovering a new genre of 
“mail managers”. We were disappoint¬ 
ed this feature wasn’t included in the 
Windows version. 

But Windows is winning. And 
increasingly, we are drawn to this plat¬ 
form for a variety of tasks. Communi¬ 
cations in Windows is normally a pret¬ 
ty troublesome affair. But Qmodem¬ 
Pro installs easily and in our casual 
testing, performed flawlessly. 

The program supports a strong 
bevy of file transfer protocols including 
Zmodem, CompuServe B + , Kermit, 
Ymodem, Ymodem/G, Xmodem/IK, 
Xmodem/IKG, Xmodem/CRC, Xmo¬ 
dem, and ASCII. Background down¬ 
loads appeared to be flawless, and GIF 
images downloaded can be viewed as 
they make the trip. 

One of the most likeable elements 
of this program is something I know 
just a bit more than I quite under¬ 
stand. I’ve had some difficulty adjust¬ 
ing to Windows terminal programs in 
that whatever font or view is selected, 
I somehow wind up with the wrong 
screen size - either a tiny tunnel in the 
center of the screen, or very strange 
looking text, part of which DID in fact 
appear on the screen, and part of 
which may have appeared on someone 
else’s screen for all I could tell. I 


Boardwatch - February 1994 31 









always assumed it was because I didn’t 
have a clue what any of the proper 
parameters were, and if I only read 60 
or 70 pages of the book, it would all 
become crystal clear. Rub a lamp. 

For some reason, the issue just 
never came up with QmodemPro - 
good enough to win my little online 
heart. The screen was large, the char¬ 
acters very normal looking, and if 
there’s a way to hose this up, it was 


become prevalent and probably a 
bit easier for the novice to play 
with. Not only can scripts be tied 
to dialing directory entries, but 
the dialing directory can be 
viewed as a series of icons. The 
result is that you can automate 
your logon and tie it to an icon - 
thereafter click on the icon to 
logon to a service. Tres Windows. 


Finally, we should mention 
the fax capabilities of Qmodem¬ 
Pro. Most modems now sold fea¬ 
ture fax capabilities, and some fax 
capability is becoming standard for ter¬ 
minal programs. QmodemPro’s is very 
good. You can both send and receive 
faxes and a fax viewer allows you to 
view thumbnails, zoom, copy, and print 
fax faxes. 


We had some difficulties faxing lar¬ 
gish .PCX files. And we did encounter 
some anomalies between the RIP termi¬ 
nal emulation and Galacticomm’s prod¬ 
uct support BBS that caused a 
general protection fault. But over¬ 
all, QmodemPro is a very capable 
new addition to your Windows 
arsenal - with some of the usual 
Version 1.0 difficulties. The prod¬ 
uct is priced at $139, and heavily 
discounted at over 300 Software 
Etc. stores. Registered owners of 
previous Qmodem versions and 
Wildcat! BBS can upgrade at $50. 
Mustang Software, Inc., PO Box 
2264, Bakersfield, CA 93303; 
(805)873-2500 voice; (805)873- 
2599 fax; (805)873-2400 BBS. 


non-obvious sufficiently that I didn’t 
hose it. GIF images could be zoomed 
in and out with ease as they down¬ 
loaded. 

QmodemPro is the first Windows 
communications package to support 
RIPScrip - the Remote Imaging Proto¬ 
col that Edlows BBS systems to present 
a more graphic mouse-driven interface. 
Mustang’s BBS software. Wildcat!, 
also supports RIP, which pretty much 
qualifies Mustang as the only vendor 
with both ends of this graphic connec¬ 
tion. It looks pretty good. We dialed 
the “headquarters” BBS using RIP and 
downloaded a GIF image - to pretty 
good effect. 

The program also has a new script 
language - resembling the BASIC pro- j 
gramming language - a move away , 
from the C language look that has ( 
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ANDY WHARHOL GET BACK - 
TIM STRYKER’S DIB ART 

T im Stryker started life as an 
online adventure game program- 
mer in the very early days of 
Commodore PET computers. He built a 
mult-million dollar BBS software com¬ 
pany (Galacticomm, Inc.) with a BBS 
system titled The Major BBS. 

Last year, he turned operation of 
Galacticomm over to Scott Brinker, cur¬ 
rent President of the company, to pur¬ 
sue “other projects.” Among them is 
software development to further the 
cause of electronic democracy. 

But somewhere along the way, Mr. 
Stryker took an interest in art - specifi¬ 
cally computer generated art. He’s 
developed a series of C language appli¬ 



cations centered around the concept of 
a device-independent bitmap (DIB) that 
plots various mathematical functions to 
full color presentation. The resulting 
output is reminiscent of the early ‘70’s 
fascination with black lights, tie-dyed T- 
shirts, and poster art. We found them 
sufficiently engaging to use a couple of 
his works in this issue of the magazine - 
our cover background and the Internet 
Notes panel. Stryker alludes to the pos¬ 
sibility of some commercial software 
product ultimately derived from his 
“home grown” graphics suite. 



Artist Tim Stryker 


























































The Voyager III Bridge 


EVENT HORIZONS’ VOYAGER III 
MULTIMEDIA TOUR OF SOLAR 
SYSTEM 

T he term “multi-media” has really 
grown into the derivative term 
“multi-media whatever that 
means” in the computer press. Every¬ 
one is deriding it as a non-event with 
the exception of hardware purveyors 
who have seized on it as a way to push 
sound cards and CD-ROMS in computer 
packages. But we’re starting to see a 
glimmer of what multi-media could 
really be used for in the future. And it 
does appear to be additive in some 
applications. 

Jim Maxey and the Event Horizon 
BBS are known for a number of things. 
It is arguably the most profitable BBS 
operation in the world. The BBS oper¬ 
ates on a single PC supporting 64 lines 
with high speed modem connections. A 
staff of 19 works on customer service 
issues and the high resolution scanned 
images for which the system has 
become reknowned. 


But the image is not all rosy. Critics 
contend the $3.5 million annual take 
from the BBS largely reflects its focus 
on adult GIF images. And the system 
was subject of a copyright infringement 
lawsuit by Playboy Magazine two years 
ago that accused the company of scan¬ 
ning and distributing images from the 
magazine. While the suit was settled 
out of court, Jim Maxey has admitted a 
cash settlement to Playboy of some 
$500,000 among other terms. 

The company’s most recent move is 
therefore a bit of a pleasant surprise in 
many ways. Maxey and programmer 
Jeff Butsch have developed a cunning 
bit of software they call Voyager III 
that provides a very graphic tour of the 
solar system and sports a considerable 
bevy of innovative features. Poetically, 
it returns focus to the original theme 
of Event Horizon - astronomy and 
space images. 

The program was developed using a 
system titled Multi-Media Graphics 
Animation System for Professionals 
or Multi-Media GRASP. Developed by 


John Bridges, it is currently distrib¬ 
uted by Paul Mace Software of Ash¬ 
land Oregon, and it allows develop¬ 
ment of animated sequences for the PC 
with graphics, sound, and motion. 

Maxey and Butsch have employed 
this system to develop a multi-media 
tour of the solar system. The program 
starts with a view of the bridge of the 
space ship SS Andrea. A wheel-shape 
space station rotates on the viewscreen 
before you and the bridge is adorned 
with a vEU*iety of widgets and controls 
you click on with the mouse. 

A list of destinations can be 
accessed via the navigation function, 
and the product we used listed Jupiter 
and lo as destinations. We clicked on 
Jupiter, and the space station slid from 
the monitor screen. The scene 
changed to show a bizarre looking 
space craft on screen - in motion. It 
wheeled and shot out into space - dis¬ 
playing a very striking lens flare as it 
passed in front of the sun - nice touch. 


Boardwatch - February 1994 33 





It approached Jupiter rather quickly 
(fast ship?). A diagram appeared on 
screen showing the path across the 
solar system the ship was taking to 
reach Jupiter. The screen then dis¬ 
played an image of Jupiter growing 
quickly on the screen. The impressive 
part of this is it really WAS an image of 
Jupiter - not a rendering of Jupiter, but 
a photograph taken by Voyager’s I and 
II - obtained from the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. The result was very realis¬ 
tic (we would assume -not having actu¬ 
ally BEEN to Jupiter before). 

Once in place, an information sys¬ 
tem menu can be accessed. This menu 
allows you to click on various items that 
provide information. The first entry 
provided a six page (screen) text infor¬ 
mation file about Jupiter, it’s size, 
mass, emd so forth. Other items provid¬ 
ed actual views of Jupiter’s great red 
spot, weather patterns, moon system, 
and even photos of some of these moons 
- again JPL photographs. 

The largest moon of Jupiter is lo, 
and this was listed as a separate desti¬ 
nation. We clicked out way back into 
blasting for lo quite easily. It was actu¬ 
ally better done than Jupiter with not 
only Voyager photos of this volcanic 
moon, but the photos were annotated 
with a good deal of information about lo 
showing surface temperature at various 
places, indicating size, and pointing out 
active volcanos. Other information 
items showed additional views of the 
moon and a couple showed active vol¬ 
cano eruptions from the side. The 


result was a superb summary of lo that 
was visually attractive and very educa¬ 
tional. 

The entire effect, with sound if you 
have a soundblaster card, was nothing 
like the cartoonish versions of solar sys¬ 
tem tours we’ve seen in the past. The 


use of actual Voyager pho¬ 
tographs meike this an intensely 
interesting tour. 

But plans for the ship 
Andrea are even more intrigu¬ 
ing. The design of the program 
is quite modular. Additional 
modules are in the works to pro¬ 
vide journeys to all the planets 
as well as the known moons of 
the solar system. The basic pro¬ 
gram and the Jupiter module 
run roughly 700 KB in size - not 
bad considering the graphics. But large 
enough that if you were going to cover 
the entire solar system in depth, you 
wouldn’t want to download it all on a 
1200 bps modem an 3 d;ime soon. So the 
company plans additional journey mod¬ 
ules. 

But that isn’t actually all there is to 
it. We are prone to click that mouse 
when a mouse is there to be clicked. 
For example, we clicked on what looked 
like a little placque on the wall of the 
bridge, and a large placque DID 
appear on screen - looking for all 
the world like a ships charter. 
Similarly, we clicked on the 
chair displayed on the bridge, 
and a little advisory noting CAP¬ 
TAINS CHAIR appeared on 
screen. Encouraged, we clicked 
on the coffee cup on the desk 
(FRENCH ROAST) and a pad of 
paper, which turns out to be a 
letter home to earth. If you click 
on the console it enlarges to 
show detail. We clicked on some 
of the details and discov¬ 
ered a whole series of systems 
for communications, weapons, 
navigation, etc. right down to 
SELF DESTRUCT - each with 
an advisory that they required a 
different, soon to be published 
module. 

The potential for the Andrea 
starts to become clear. This lit¬ 
tle star ship bridge con¬ 
cept IS an excellent vehi¬ 
cle for an interactive 
tour of the solar system. 

And we are certain the 
educational community is going 
to fall swoon for this little bit of 
software - not a grade school in 
the country should be without it 
if Maxey completes the entire 
series. But it can very nearly as 
easily be turned into a space 
shootem up game as well. Bet¬ 


ter, this man runs a bulletin board sys¬ 
tem. A multiline bulletin board system. 
There is little reason why you can’t ulti¬ 
mately use these “not quite here yet” 
weapons modules, communications 
modules, etc. interactively with OTHER 
ships in the solar system, at least those 
also logged into his BBS at the same 
time. 

The entire concept has a few draw¬ 
backs. Because of his fascination with 
hi-res graphics, the team of Maxey and 


Butsch just weren’t going to settle for 
simple VGA graphics. The program 
requires SuperVGA - which is more of 
cooperative wish than a standard. We 
found the program worked with most 
plain vanilla graphics cards claiming 
SVGA capability, but it was actually the 
better graphics cards such as the ATI 
XO and the Diamond Viper local bus 
cards that the program would not run 
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on. There are some “fixes” available 
and switches you can enter when run¬ 
ning the program, but they are a little 
bit less than an ideal solution at this 
point. 

Further, Maxey suffers from a criti¬ 
cal lack of generosity of spirit - so often 
the lethal blow to entrepreneurship 
online. To get the initial module you 
must download it from his BBS, which 
charges $12.00 per hour at 2400 bps 
and an incredible $22.00 per hour at 
9600 and above speeds - they do provide 
some support for the new 28.8 kbps 
V.FC links. When the program is 
downloaded, a program “serializes” 
your copy on the fly. Thereafter, if you 
wish to obtain additional modules, you 
have to logon to the same account and 
download those from the SAME 
account. They are ALSO serialized and 
must MATCH the main program to 
work. You can’t swap and trade mod¬ 
ules with your friends or via other bul¬ 
letin board systems. We fear this little 
gotcha will severely limit the life of this 
excellent program. 

The initial program IS also avail¬ 
able by mail at $24 for the starter pro¬ 
gram with the Jupiter/Io modules. 
Additional modules will be available by 
mail on diskette at $6-$12 each. And 
ultimately, Maxey claims he may put 
the entire series on CD-ROM at some 
date in the future. Meanwhile, you can 
direct died his BBS at (503)697-5100 at 
$22.00 per hour. They also now have 
CompuServe network access for an 
additional $3 per hour charge from any 
CompuServe local access number. Sim¬ 
ply dial your local CIS number, but 
instead of entering CIS at the login 
prompt, enter EVENT to access the 
Event Horizon BBS. 

Despite some technical installation 
problems, and serialization scheme cer¬ 
tain to keep you from ever actually hav¬ 
ing all of this usably installed at all, this 
program should be seen somewhere by 
someone beyond ourselves. With the 
right tender loving care and some fur¬ 
ther development, we can’t believe this 
isn’t just the kind of software needed to 
really illustrate why computers have a 
role in the classroom. And if it does, it 
would be an almost predictable irony if 
the bulletin board most famous for 
adult GIF images would ultimately be 
best known for producing a series of 
classroom educational programs for 
kids. Event Horizon, Voyager III 
Department, 311 Avenue B, Suite 209, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034. 



From chariots to chessboards. 


from dungeons to deep space. 



the hottest new games, 

always free!* 

• PLUS multiple players, role playins, 
interactive-it’s all here! 

• PLUS unrestricted downloadins- 

at fast 14.4 Kbps! 

• PLUS information, education, chat, 
forums, and morel 

• PLUS instant access, 24 hours a day! 

All skill levels-adventure for the 
whole family. 

( 608 ) 822-2000 

by modem 

Voice: (608) 849-1464 


* Never any charge to use the service: you pay only your normal cost for the phone call. 
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teaders' 

' Choice BBS Contest 


Boardwatch Magazine is sponsoring the Third Annual Readers' Choice 
BBS Contest to find the 100 most popular bulletin board systems in North 
America - and the ONE BBS most popular among callers. The contest will 
run from January 1, 1994 through June 30, 1994. Winners will be 
announced at the Online Networking Exposition and BBS Convention 
(ONE BBSCON) held in Atlanta, Georgia, August 17-21, 1994. The Board- 
watch 100 list will be published in subsequent issues of Boardwatch Maga¬ 
zine and distributed in electronic form world-wide. 

PRIZES FOR VOTERS 

All valid ballots submitted by voters will be entered in a random sweep- 
stakes drawing. As of the opening date of this contest, prizes include five 

U. S. Robotics Courier Top of the line Modems, five Hayes OPTIMA 288 

V. FC + FAX modems, and five ZyXEL Top of the line modems - and more 
are on the way. A minimum of 15 valid ballots will be selected from all 
entries and each will receive a free modem - from the most popular modem 
manufacturers in the world. 


RULES FOR CALLERS 

Each voter can vote once, for a single bulletin board system. Each ballot 
must be fully completed, and individually mailed by each voter. We will 
verify ballots as necessary. There are three ways to vote: 

1. Complete this ballot and mail to: BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE, READ¬ 
ERS' CHOICE BBS CONTEST, 8500 W Bowles Ave, Suite 210, Littleton, 
CO 80123. 

2. Complete this ballot and FAX to ( 303 ) 933 - 0876 . 

3. Or, dial the Boardwatch BBS at ( 303 ) 973-4222 and complete the online 
ballot provided on the main menu. 

Balloting closes at 23:59:59 on June 30, 1994. 

This contest is not limited to Boardwatch Magazine subscribers, and no 
purchase is required to participate in this contest. Reasonable facsimiles of 
this ballot are acceptable, so long as all specified information is included. 


Title of bbs you vote for as the BEST; _ 

Primary BBS access telephone number: 

Is this BBS a long distance or toll call for you? □ YES □ NO 


Voter name: _ 
Street address: 
City:_ 


Voice telephone number: 


State: 


Zip code: 


Primary communications software you use:____ 

Primary modem manufacture and model: ___ 

Highest speed your modem supports: □ 1200bps □ 2400bps □ 9600bps □ 14400bps □ 19200bps □ 28800bps 

Operating system: □ DOS □ OS/2 □ WINDOWS □ MAC □ AMIGA □ UNIX □ OTHER 

Estimated BBS calls you make per month: ___ Average call duration: _ 

Estimated investment in hardware and software: $_ 

Primary online interest (check all that apply): □ Mail/Mail Conferences □ Games/Entertainment □ Chat/Social □ News/Information 

n Shareware (Files) 

Do you also maintain accounts on commercial services? □ AOL □ CompuServe □ Delphi/BIX □ GEnie □ Prodigy □ None 
AGE: _ SEX: □ MALE □ FEMALE: 


SIGNATURE: 


DATE: 






























MMB TEAMate UNIX* 

Bulletin Board Software 


Is your group just standing 
around? 

Meerkats instinctively 
work together. People don’t. 

We can’t guarantee your group 
will cooperate as well as the 
Meerkats but with MMB 
TEAMate they will have 
access to the information 
they need, when they need 
it, wherever thev are. 



Since 1985 we’ve 
been building easy-to-use 
multiuser communica¬ 
tions software designed for 
operating commercial 
information utilities. 

In fact, MMB 
TEAMate is the only ’ 
bulletin board and electronic 
publishing software with an integral text 
manager, content retrieval, conferencing, custom forms, 
topic data structure and customizable GUI clients for all 
popular workstations. 


Client/server Design. 

TEAMate's client/server design moves the user interface 
to the local workstation for increased performance. GUI 

client software conforming to the 
established standards for 
Windows 3.1, Macintosh 
and UNIX workstations 
makes it easy for your users 
to get started fast. 
Server software is 
available for HP-UX, 
IBM RS/6000, SUN and 
SCO. All servers sup¬ 
port terminal emulation 
and client access via 
modem and TCP/IP. 

p Put Your 
Company 
On line! 

With MMB TEAMate 
you can easily set up a cost effective communications system 
tailored to your exact requirements. Call us and we’ll customize 
TEAMate for your application so you can try before you buy. 


MMB TEAMate 

Call (800) 832-6022 or (310) 318-1322 Fax (310) 318-2162 E-Mailbob@mmb.com MMB Development Corporation, 

uNixis..egister«jtradema*o(UNixsystemsLat»ratt^^^^^ 904 Manhattan Avenue, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 







to V, ?Khot-selling SupraFAXModem™^ Pali Back/Fall Forward technology lets tlie modem adj 
technology that best fits your BBS, Eitlier way, Supra can turn your BBS into line conditions. And Adaptive Answei* recognizes whether 
a communications powerhouse! is fax or data wuciuci 

TheGaIlerID*optioncanallowp 

2 S) ^ identification of all callers without tlie 

2-5),supporttorClassl&2faxcommands,and logon seauence Preventnnaiithnrivpd 

compatibility M^mup 3^ or stolen accounts and passwords becai 

oK Weye know exactly who’s calling 

enh^ced the standard Rockwell modem technology. The And Suora offers miaHfied Svwins - 

revolutionary status display on Supra’s external modems on both internal and external famine 

makesiteasyforyoutomonitoronlineactivity. The ^ ^ fiZ^eTtElriSrwua^^^ 

SupraSmart™ UART on the internal V.32bis faxmodem Supm CortWrOtlOn 1 800 727 S' 

significantly enhances the ®w’® 

potential for error-free __ moreinfoni 

transmissions. ^BSS39HHHBHIBIBIH||Q333!13BBIKIS!13!!!S1^ 


* Adaptive Answer and Caller ID rec 
7101 Supra Drive S.W., Albany, OR 97321 


^fViA c .ftelephone company. 

USA • 503-967-2410 • Fax: 503-967-2401 • All trademarks belong to their respective cor 


companies. 


MODEL 

RETAIL DDirc 


SupraFAXModem V.32bis external with Caller ID 

$379.95 

$149.95 

SupraFAXModem V.32bis internal with Caller ID 

$ 299.95 

$ 129.95 
















(America Online) 



(CompuServe) 


N. 


a 


oOp 


o other online service has 
more cool stuff to do, or more 
cool people to do it with than 
GEnie? Join dozens of awesome 
Roundtables, download over 
200,000 files, talk to all those 
smart guys on the Internet, play 
some butt-kicking games, and so 
much more you 
won’t believe 
your eyebails. 

Join now, 

and weMI give you credit against 
GEnie service charges for an amount 
up to whatever you spent on your 
old service in the entire month 
of October 

1993: ’ ^ 

Get a free ^ , 

front-end progr^ f ^ ' 

with icons that make GEnie easy 
to use even if you’re technologi¬ 
cally inept. Available for Windows 
or Mac.** Call 1-800-638-9636, or 
download it once you’re on-line. 


i 



America Online and CompuServe are not really glasses, they’re online information services. 


GEnie. 

I 

' ff),puz&i ON- 


r o niai 


. 9 ^ 




Set your commu¬ 
nications software for 
half duplex (local echo), 
at 300, 1200 or 2400 baud. 
2. Dial toll free: 1-800-638-8369 or 
in Canada 1-800-387-8330. After 
connecting, enter HHI-I 3. At the U#= 
prompt, enter JOINGENIE then press 
<RETURN> 4. At the offer code 
prompt enter AI-IB222 to get this 
cool offer. 5. Have a major credit 
card ready. In the U.S., you may also 
use your checking account number. 
In Canada,Visa and MasterCard only. 


* Some restrictions apply. Find out what they are before 
you sign up by calling or logging on to GEnie. This offer 
is in lieu of all other offers, and is for new subscribers only. 
"Minimum requirements: 386 and Windows 3.1,4MB RAM. 
Mac Plus/Classic or higher, 4MB RAM. 


Bowen on CompuServe 



by Charles Bowen 


" omputer network” is a mislead- 

■ ing term. Anyone who is a 
^^^modemming regular on these 
roads knows iCs *people* who are 
doing the networking. 

This is never clearer than in times 
of emergency. For example, within 
minutes of the pre-dawn Jan. 17 earth¬ 
quake in Los Angeles, savvy Com¬ 
puServe subscribers were gravitating 
toward the system’s relatively new Cal¬ 
ifornia Forum (GO CALIFORNIA) 
where they found sysop Clint Woeltjen 
already posting messages about what 
he was seeing and hearing in his part 
of the state. 

Online visitors immediately began 
volunteering their services for “phone- 
treeing,” that is, offering to relay mes¬ 
sages to people in their areas from rel¬ 
atives and friends who couldn’t make 
long-distance phone calls from the 
quake zone. 

Within hours, CompuServe officials 
back East at the Columbus, Ohio, 
headquarters also were in the loop, 
establishing a special earthquake cov¬ 
erage area for retrieving quake-related 
news accounts and reaching relevant 
services, including the now quite busy 
California Forum. 

The speed and ease with which this 
very human network kicked in illus¬ 
trates just how much our electronic 
community has matured. The contrast 
is five years ago, when an equally dev¬ 
astating earthquake that rocked San 


Francisco caught CompuServe and the 
other commercial information services 
off-guard. It took calls from a non- 
CompuServe employee - IBM forums 
sysop Don Watkins - to call Colum¬ 
bus’s attention to a job that was 
uniquely suited for the online commu¬ 
nity. 

In San Francisco, as in L.A. earlier 
this year, much of phone equipment 
survived the quake, but phone service 
was stymied by the over-working of the 
long-distance facilities. Everyone was 
either trying to call in or to call out. 
Many people in the quake area could 
make local calls, but could not make 
long-distance calls. Since CompuServe 
nodes survived the quake, people 
online suddenly found themselves in 
an ideal position to serve the victims as 
a communications link to the outside 
world. 

For us modem partisans, it is heart¬ 
ening to see our networks - so often 
characterizes as jargon-ridden venues 
for the techno-elite - being used for 
such basic, vital communications. 
(“Looking for information on my wife’s 
parents who live in North Hollywood,” 
said one CompuServe message in the 
hours after last January’s quake. 
“Would appreciate any info on area or 
on them directly if anyone could get 
through by phone.” The message 
included their phone number.” Twenty 
minutes later came a reply: “I just tele¬ 
phoned your wife’s mother ... Word is 
everyone is fine and their home is 
essentially undamaged. There was some 
damage, though, from things falling 
from shelves, but other than the above 
only nerves have been shattered.”) 

It is inspiring to see how our data- 
based society’s preparation for this 
year’s quake was so much better than it 
was five years ago. After the October 
1989 quake in San Francisco, Don 
Watkins urged CompuServe to set up a 
special Earthquake Assistance Forum, a 
temporary service that stayed online for 
weeks to provide news reports, informa¬ 
tion on relief efforts, help in locating 
people and details of transportation 
availability. 

The forum worked well (so well, in 
fact, that month after the disaster, 
when people at CompuServe still were 
talking about it, one in-house wag 


reportedly printed up lapel buttons 
that read: “The Earthquake Forum 
was *my* idea.”) 

“We learned a lot about providing 
service to members during a disaster,” 
one CompuServe official said later. “It 
was amazing how everyone pulled 
together.” 

The big lesson was to respond 
much quicker to communications 
needs during emergencies, national cri¬ 
sis and major news events. The Per¬ 
sian Gulf War in 1990-91, the breakup 
of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the 
Los Angeles riots in the spring of ‘92 
all prompted CompuServe to establish 
special temporary forums to help share 
the information. 

A more recent descendant of the 
original Earthquake Forum is the 
Global Crisis Forum (GO CRISIS), a 
permanent online clearinghouse for 
news and information from trouble 
spots around the world, from hurri¬ 
cane victims in the U.S. to the ongoing 
problems in Bosnia and elsewhere. 

Sure, it’s a sad commentary that 
such a standing electronic committee is 
necessary, but it is also reassuring to 
realize our medium is the one that can 
provide it. 

SPACE PIX: The idea of pictures 
from a space telescope is amazing 
enough, but that you can view them on 
your own computer screen within min¬ 
utes of their release is mind-boggling. 
Still, for those who frequent the Space 
Forum (GO SPACEFORUM), it’s pret¬ 
ty much business as usual. Want to see 
the latest snaps from the Hubble? 
Check out WFPC*.GIF in the forum’s 
“Recent Uploads” Library (LIB 17). 
(And if you’re new to online graphics, 
enter GO GRAPHICS to reach a tutori¬ 
al area that covers finding and using a 
GIF viewer on your system.) 

FINDING THE MISSING: Speaking 
of graphics, one of the first uses of GIF 
files and the earlier RLE picture files 
(gee, remember RLEs?) was Com¬ 
puServe’s Missing Children Database. 
Now that feature has been expanded to 
an entire free forum. The Missing Chil¬ 
dren Forum (GO MISSING), part of the 
system’s graphics forum network, con¬ 
tains descriptions and computerized 
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pictures of youngsters who have disap¬ 
peared. It is operated in conjunction 
with the National Child Safety Council. 





m % 



Color image of Messier Object M100 from Hubble 
taken after The Servicing Mission (filename WFPCOO.GIF) 


DO-IT-YOURSELFING: Two new 

forums provide information - and 
moral support - for do-it-yourselfers. 

The Family Handyman Forum (GO 
HANDYMAN), sponsored by The Fami¬ 
ly Handyman Magazine, discusses all 
kinds of projects for home-owners, 
from major remodeling to help with 
home maintengmce and repair. And the 
Homing Instinct Forum (GO HOM¬ 
ING), operated by Time Warner, is 
intended for those interested in design¬ 
ing, building, restoring or renovating a 
home. That forum is run by 
architect/builder John Connell and 
other professionals from the Yester- 
morrow School in Vermont which spe¬ 
cializes in design and building. 

BED & BREAKFAST RESEARCH: 

If you’re looking for a quaint little out- 
of-the-way place in which to build a 
memory on your next trip, you might 
want to search the new Bed & Break¬ 
fast Database (GO INNS). Operated by 
Lanier Publishing, it provides search¬ 
able data on more than 9,000 inns in 
the United States and Canada. The 
resource contains locations and phone 
numbers for the inns, as well as listings 
of amenities, types of meals served, 
accessibility for the handicapped, 
accommodation of children and pets, 
and price range. 


BECK ON BOARD: Hollywood gos¬ 
sip fans all know the name Marilyn 
Beck. She’s been covering the glitter 
capital for years and now her daily 
reports are online (GO BECK). What’s 
offered are five-day-a-week reports 
from the studios and from the person¬ 
alities, producers and other power 
players. It is similar to the Beck col¬ 
umn that is syndicated in newspapers 
by the Tribune Media Services and to 
her ETV Hollywood reports. Each col¬ 


umn averages eight to 10 news reports. 
She is assisted by Stacy Jenel Smith. 

WINNAV. NOT!: An article in the 
January issue of * CompuServe Maga¬ 
zine* advised us to GO WINNAV for 
background and ordering information 
on “Windows Navigator,” one of the 
new front-end terminal program for 
travelling the CompuServe landscape. 
However, if you did that, you found 
that WinNav isn’t WinNav anymore. 
An online statement reported, “Due to 
an ownership dispute regarding the 
term ‘WinNav’ and ‘Navigator for 
Windows,’ CompuServe will no longer 
be using these terms.” Instead, the 
company has redubbed the product, 
“CompuServe Navigator(tm), Windows 
version (or “CSNav” to its friends). 
The program itself is the same - sup¬ 
porting CompuServe’s proprietary 
Host Micro Interface - but instead of 
GO WINNAV, enter GO CSNAV to 
reach the online backgrounder and 
ordering data. 

[Charles Bowen is the author of Com¬ 
puServe From A to Z, published by Ran¬ 
dom House. He also is co-author, with 
David Peyton, of How to Get the Most 
Out of CompuServe, also from Random 
House. - Editor7 


rhe Central Region of the Active Galaxy NGC IUf)8 

Hubble Space Telescope 
Faint Object Camera 
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NASA Galaxy NFC1068, 60 million light years distant. 
Before and after repair (filename FOC2_1.GIF) 
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And now the new^... 



CompuServe announces the availability of 
international, national and regional news through your 
personal computer or terminal. 

This up-to-the-minute service Includes: 

• late breaking International and national news, 
including features and syndicated columns 

• national sports with tabular standings and box 
scores 

• national business and financial news, including the 
latest stock prices and closings 

• national broadcast wire 

• Washington news wire 

• weather updates 

• and selected regional wires 

Find out how your favorite football team fared or 
get a full account of the game In seconds. Find out 
how the market did today or what movies got good 
reviews. Check election results, key legislative votes, 
the latest on foreign affairs. Even background stories 
or predictions for the future. International events. 
National news. What diplomat Is throwing a party in 
Washington. 


All this and more Is yours today through 
CompuServe. 

A 300-baud modem is all your personal computer 
or terminal needs to access all the services available 
via local phone calls in more than 175 North American 
cities from 6 PM to 5 AM weekdays, weekends and 
most holidays. And the basic charge is only $5.00 an 
hour, billed in minute Increments, to your charge card. 
Want more Information? Write. 


mS M/UaHtlHETi 

CompuServe ^,^7 

Dept: K 

Personal Computing Division 
5000 Arlington Centre Blvd. 
Columbus, Ohio 43220 


Reader Service index—page 241 
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The goal is simple: To increase the access and profitability of 
your BBS, and do it in an easy, economical way. 

The answer is simple: Work with a network carrier who has the 
technology and resources already In place to make it happen 
right now... at the lowest price. 

Utilizing its X.25 packet-switched network, the ADP/Autonet 
Division can help a sysop become a nationwide, or even interna¬ 
tional, business practically overnight. Autonet provides the PDN 
(or VAN) needed to transmit data for the BBS. It literally puts 
ADP’s network to work for the sysop. 

HteX,^{irotocol, in to bci^ ec^omical, 
also (^8!^ superior ^r-cWtingcsiiabilHies 
and OUBUies error-free trat^’^siCH?. ^ 


possible cost, tod^. We'fl rush you a free Infor¬ 

mation packet that will show you how a sysop can grow 
fast with ADP/Autonet. 

1 . 800 . 827.8254 


Autonet Division 

175 Jackson Plaza, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106 
Phone: 313.995.6501, Fax: 313.995.6458 

© Copyright 1993, Automatic Data Processing 


Free Sigr~i-Ljp> • Free Software 


Hassle-Free Billing—^TABS eliminates all of the work associated with billing and collecting. Users call your BBS 
prepaid and TABS sends you one large check each month. Easy for you. Easy for your customers. 


I How TABS Works | 1 5 Steps to Get Started TODAY] 


As a sysop and a TABS client, you will receive TABS software 
and a unique set of subscription IDs—all free of charge. 

Your users can then pay for your BBS by retrieving one of these 
IDs with a quick, one-minute call to our 900-number for which 
they are billed $10. 

They submit this ID to you as “proof of payment.” TABS software 
will vahdate the ID and upgrade their access. 

You provide them with $10 worth of access to your BBS in any 
amount you wish. 

You receive a monthly check for all the IDs redeemed for your 
system. True Media withholds 25% and the rest is sent to you. 


1. Call our BBS at (407) 722-3406. 

2. Download our information pack: TABSINFO.ZIP. 

3. Sign-up and get started on-line. Download your 
free TABS software and subscription IDs. 

4. Print and sign your service agreements. 

5. FAX (407) 722-3154 or mail the agreements to 
True Media, Inc. 

Your account is activated as soon as we receive 
your agreements. 


Telephone Access 
Billing System 


Information; (800) 755-8227 
Technical Support: (407) 722-3150 
BBS: (407) 722-3406, FAX: (407) 722-3154 

True Media Inc. • 1270 Clearmont Street Northeast • Palm Bay, Florida 32905 


Our Guarantee... 


There is no risk. No obligation. You can cancel for any 
reason. If you do not see a significant increase in your 
prepaid user base, just call TABS, and we will cancel 
your account. Our risk. Not yours. 
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Infinite Data Source 

703-642-8704 (2400 Baud Hayes) 703-642-8801 (14,400 V.32bis) 

703-642-3615 (USR Dual HST 14,400) 703-642-5123 (Hayes V-Series) 

703-642-5121 (Voice Support) 703-642-5122 (FAX Inquiry) 

6397 Little River TnpK, Alexandria, VA, 223 1 2 


* Partial equipment being used to operate 

Infinite Data Source (tm) On-Line Service 


- Running 52 nodes! 


A 36+ Gigabyte File Library! 

- Supporting IBM, MAC, and Amiga. 

A Meet new. Exciting People! 

- On-Line Live Chat, Real-Time Private Chat! 

- Match Maker Database! 

A Over 120 On-Line Games! 

A 990+ Conference Topics! 

- RIME/ Fido/TrekerNet Echo Mail Conferences. 

- Internet E-Mail, UseNet Newsgroups. 

- Adult Echo Conferences Available! 


A Easy to Use, Menu System! 
A Daily news. Stock Quotes 



Shareware JukeBox CD Rom Disc 

□ Over 600 Megabytes of Files! 

(Over 1 Gigabyte uncompressed) 

□ Easy to use, User-Friendly Menu 
Interface with Key Word Search! 

□ Fully BBS ready - instantly run on 
your BBS - Detailed Descriptions 

□ PC Board File Descriptions 
Wildcat! File Descriptions 
Standard BBS File Descriptions 

□ Utilities, LAN, Business, Games, 
Windows, database Progs & more! 

- ALL NEW 1993 Files. 

□ Price - $39.00 (Call for Dealer 
Discount / Quantity Purchase) 


Call (703)642-5121 to Subscribe to IDS or to place orders 
for Shareware JukeBox. We accept Visa/Master/Diner’s 
Card as well as Check, M.O., Cashier’s Check & COD 











































^ Complete Access on First Call 

24 HOURS A DAY!...Totally Free! 
Closing Stock Reports, Newsbytes, 
Boardwatch Online 


Ten Lines...NO WAITING! 
300 thru 21,600 Modems 


Many Files to Download as well as 
Door Games 

Distribution site for W8lW 
Communications Software. 

Authors qfSTARFUGHT, BABRONS. STARMARKET, 
NOOSE, TRAPS, SPITFIRE UnUTIES and MORE! 

Distribution of Site Apoge Software 

IWIontilily' Oasli Wars... 

No Fees, No Donations, No Charge! 
No Validation 100% Access First Call 

( 614 ) 224-1635 

Sysop Joseph G. Bedshone, Columbus Ohio 




CAUTION 


rt 


ADULTS 
AT PLAY 


Invading America from the Southwest 

THe GaRBaGe DuMP 

National Access as Low as $ 1.75/Hr. 

Call - 800-521-2733 (Voice) for your Local Access Number 


CAUTION 


TT 


ADULTS 
AT PLAY 




303-457-1111 


via Modem 


602-331-1112 

via Modem 

505-294-5675 


via Modem 


/•Adult Realtime Chat 
•Ms^orNet Mall 


•National Chatllnkl 
•Multi-Player Games 
•Online Trivia 


•ASP File Ubraiy 




lui^^' r Voice Support: 505-294-4980 Available 
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Access to Government 


GOVERNMENT DECISIONS: or severM state and/or local agencies — 

WHO’S BUYING THEM? WHO’S depending on the state and the race. 

SELLING? 



COMPUTERIZED FEC 
ACCESS 




u may not have noticed it, but 
politicians have noticed. It’s an 
election year, again - O’ Joy! 


B ut, all the preceding concerned 
paper disclosures. This is, after 
all, the end of the 20th Century, 
and Gutenberg is six centuries old. 


For state-level candidates and cam¬ 
paigns, state-mandated disclosures are 
available from a state filing agency 
(such as a state Secretary of State’s 
office or Elections Commission), and 
selected copies are usually available 
from a local filing agency such as a 
City or County Clerk or a locad Regis¬ 
trar of Voters. 


And political disclosures for 
local campaigns are on file in 
the related local agency (e.g., 
school district, water district, 
town council), or perhaps with 
a local County Clerk or Voter 
Registrar. 

Details and filing require¬ 
ments vary from state to state, 
and also vary between local 
jurisdictions. 


by Jim Warren 


The average voter may not be able 
to read between the lines of political 
pontifications. How can we find out 
where candidates really stand? 

First, look at who likes 'em enough 
to give them serious loot. Those who 
give big bucks know their recipients’ 
views very^eW. 


Some jurisdictions are moving 
beyond such political papyrus. 

Federal filings are submitted by the 
filer on paper — to the FEC, directly, 
or to the U.S. House and Senate in the 
case of congressional candidates and 
campaigns. In the case of the congres¬ 
sional filings. Congress shoots 'em onto 
16mm microfilm and delivers the 'film 
to the FEC. 


(It’s also entertaining to see which 
vote-buyers are contributing to several 
competing candidates in a given race — 
free-market democracy in action.) 

FINDING DONORS’ DETAILS 

R obust campaign-finance reports 
for federal candidates and politi¬ 
cal committees are available 
from the Federal Elections Commis¬ 
sion (FEC). The FEC has one or sever¬ 
al filings per year from perhaps 6,000 
active filers — candidates, committees, 
political action committees (PACs), etc. 
Copies are usually also avedlable in one 


The FEC usually has some basic 
summary information from all filings 
available to the public in a computer¬ 
ized database within 48 hours of 
receipt — key-entered and key-verified 
by FEC in-house staff. 72-hours here¬ 
after, they usually have all of the filed 
information publicly-available online 
— keyed and verified by an outside 
contractor in Virginia. Magtape copies 
are also available. 

Partly due to the hefty key-entry 
expense, online access to FEC data 
costs $20 per connect-time-hour. The 


$20/hour includes national dial-up 
access via local Tymnet and/or Sprint- 
Net numbers. Call the FEC 800-num¬ 
ber, following, to arrange an account. 

STATE & LOCAL ACCESS 

W ashington State and Hawaii 
already offer computerized 
political disclosures at a state 
level, available online. 

Washington State receives paper 
disclosures from about 2,000 state- 
level filers, and another 2,500 local fil¬ 
ers. They key-enter the state-level 
data, in-house (single entry; no verifi¬ 
cation), generally within three days of 
receipt. Access is by dial-up to 
Olympia, but costs nothing except the 
long-distance call for non-Olympians. 

They have four dial-in lines, opera¬ 
tional 24-hours per day m.o.l. (more or 
less). They are currently upgrading 
their PC-based system to use FoxPro, 
and will offer more extensive informa¬ 
tion than in the past, probably by 
April. 

Other states are undoubtedly also 
looking at similar possibilities. (If your 
state is exploring computerized politi¬ 
cal disclosures, please send me details 
and contacts, and I’ll spread the word.) 

LOCAL FILINGS 

S ome local jurisdictions now 
require that disclosures be avail¬ 
able in computerized form. 

For instance, the City and County 
of San Francisco has mandated that 
the already-required disclosure infor¬ 
mation for any local candidate or polit¬ 
ical committee that, "receives contribu¬ 
tions, or makes independent expendi¬ 
tures, totaling five thousand dollars 
($5,000) or more in a calendar year," 
must be available in computerized 
form. 

The Registrar of Voters’ office is 
currently planning how best to imple¬ 
ment it, expecting to have it opera¬ 
tional later this year. [Ordinance 131- 
93, May 17, 1993] 

(Please tell me if your city or coun¬ 
ty demands or offers computerized 
political disclosures.) 
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ACCEPTABLE USES 

H ere’s a ringer for the online 
mob: The federal data from the 
FEC cannot be used for "com¬ 
mercial purposes." This clearly 
excludes using the name and address 
information on contributors for com¬ 
mercial solicitations, and individuals’ 
names can’t be used to solicit dona¬ 
tions — though PAG information can 
be used to hustle political loot. 

As of our press deadline, however, it’s 
unclear whether BBS operators can 
pool their resources, download every¬ 
thing from the FEC’s high-priced 
spread, and share it throughout cyber¬ 
space — including those evil, vile, capi¬ 
talist, pennies-charging "commercial" 
BBSs. 

REQUEST EQUAL ACCESS 

T o check this out, call the FEC 
Information Division (below), 
and ask for their policy on copy¬ 
ing their online files for public access 
and redistribution — for free and for 
fee. 

If you don’t get a definitive and sat¬ 
isfactory response, write a letter to the 
Commission, stating why such use 
should be permitted (i.e., public infor¬ 
mation for public distribution in elec¬ 
tronic "paperless newspapers"), and 
formally requesting a timely Advisory 
Opinion. 

Point out that official administra¬ 
tion policy regarding computerized 
public records is set forth in OMB Cir¬ 
cular A-130, July, 1993, and states that 
agencies shsdl: 

♦ "Take advantage of all dissemina¬ 
tion channels. Federal and nonfederal, 
including State and local governments, 
libraries and private sector entities, in 
discharging agency information dissem¬ 
ination responsibilities;” [8(5)(d)(iii)] 
and, 

♦ "Avoid establishing restrictions or 
regulations, including the charging of 
fee or royalties, on the reuse, resale, or 
redissemination of Federal information 
dissemination products by the public;" 
[8(7)(b)]. 

Probably ought to also send a copy 
to your Representative, your Senator 
and Vice Prexy A1 Gore, and ask for 


their commitment and prompt action 
to support such access. 

CALIFORNIA’S APPROACH 

S everal legislators are interested 
in authoring the legislation nec¬ 
essary to authorize and mandate 
computerized campaign-finance disclo¬ 
sures. In November, California’s 
Deputy Chief Secretary of State Tony 
Miller called for computerized cam¬ 
paign-finance disclosures. Assuming 
the federal approach of agency keying 
of the data. Miller initially proposed a 
$200,000 study, and projected perhaps 
$3-million in annual costs. But the 
state’s broke. 

In November and December, I 
spoke with Miller and his staff, as well 
as with chief aides for State Senator 
Tom Hayden and Assembly Member 
Jackie Speier. At their request and my 
suggestion, I drafted a 28-page imple¬ 
mentation plan describing how to han¬ 
dle both state and local computerized 
filings for perhaps $12,000 m.o.l. (for 
the state, and for each of California’s 
58 counties), with free statewide 
access. This covered about 19,000 state 


and local filers, and included lobbyists’ 
disclosures and officials’ statements of 
economic interests, as well as cam¬ 
paign-finance information. 

CHEAP DATA ENTRY 

T he problem with approaches like 
the FEC and Washington State 
systems is that they require key- 
entry of the data from filers’ paper 
copies — costly, tax-paid or user- 
underwritten, delay-ridden and error- 
prone. Instead, I proposed that the fil¬ 
ers — candidates, campaign organiza¬ 
tions, lobbyists, etc. — do the original 
keying of the data and file it on 
diskette. 

Based on data from Miller’s staff 
review of thousands of filings, it 
appears that probably 95% of all filings 
are keyboarded by the filer — either on 
a typewriter or a computer. With a rea¬ 
sonable dollar threshold before com¬ 
puterized filings are required, it should 
be essentially no additional cost or has¬ 
sle to filers to submit data on diskettes 
— especially if they are given a free 
data-entry program to help them. 


The ^ 

Classified Connection pp<g 


We Feature: 

100% ORIGINAL hot Adult Graphics! 
The Finest Amateur Models 
All Southern California Girls 


Plus: 

The Best Online Games 
The Best Conferences 
The Best Classified Ads 

Call: 

(619) 566-7347 V.32bis 
(619) 566-0328 
Compucom 


Original: 


As featured in Boardwatch 
June, 1992 

Home of the World Famous, 
Awcird Winning Giffy Girls 


CDROM: 

Don’t have a modem? 
Don’t like long distance? 
Call (800) GIFFY-69 
Voice ($49.00 + SH) 


Classilied Connection 9528 Miramar Rd. Ste. 277 San Diego, CA 92126 
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PCBuucp 

version 2.0 


Because you 
have better things 
to do with 
your time! 


The ultimate PCBoard Internet/Usenet gateway! 

13 Powerful Setup and Install programs n 

13 Unlimited free support and upgrades ^ 

0 PCBoard 14.5 and 15.0 compatible 
0 Direct PageSat & Plannet Connect satellite compatibility 
0 Automatic mail & news File Attachments 
^ 0 Built-in LISTSERV & FTPMAIL functions 

^ 0 Redistribution of mail & news 

0 As low as 75.00! 




Systems 


613 - 236-1138 
Fax/BBS 613 - 236-1481 


info(2)merlin-systems.on.ca 


High Speed Communiactions 

I/O Cards - NS I 6550AFN Chips - Modems - More! 


HIGH SPEED MODEM PROBLEMS? LOOK NO FURTHER- 

Dual Serial (Socketed) Communications Card.$ 16.50 

Multi I/O (Socketed) w/ 2 serial, I parallel, & I game port....$24.50 
All-In-One (Socketed) w/ 2 serial, I parallel, I game, 2 IDE and 2 

floppy contoller- all on one card.$49.50 

UPGRADE any of the above cards with I or 2 NS 16550AFN high 

speed uart chips .$ I0.50ea 

Deluxe All-In-One (New 16552 Chip) 2 serial, I parallel, I game, 

2 IDE and 4 floppy controllers.$69.50 

T-Port Card (New 1 6K Chip) - Answer to Windows.$99.50 


It appears that a single diskette 
can hold about 560 pages of paper 
data without compression — due to 
the paper forms having lots of white 
space and pre-printing, but relatively 
little data. My proposal included 
details for protecting data integrity. 

As of Jan. 12th, Hayden’s staff 
liked it; Miller and his staff liked it 
and thought they could probably do it 
with little or no additional budget 
allocation; and, it appears likely that 
legislation will address the matter by 
the time this column appears. County 
Clerks and/or County Registrars of 
Voters in 10 of the state’s 58 counties 
have also expressed interest — vary¬ 
ing from enthusiastic to polite. San 
Francisco’s Registrar Germaine Wong 
and her staff and I have already had a 
number of conversations, and they are 
pursuing the proposed approach. 

Mo’ as it Is. 

SHARE WITH YOUR LOCAL & 
STATE AGENCIES 

T he implementation plan is 
somewhat tailored to California, 
but most of it is equedly applica¬ 
ble to any local or state (or federal) 
jurisdiction. (It is entirely generic; I 
have no business or financial interest 
in its implementation.) 

A copy of the proposal in RTF and 
MacWord5 formats is available over 
the Internet by anonymous ftp, WAIS, 
gopher, Veronica and LISTSERV 
access from cpsr.org in the directory 
named /cpsr/states/californja/polidis- 
clos. Paper copies are available by 
sending me a 9”xl2” self-addressed, 
$2.13-staunped envelope. 

Encourage your city, county and 
state to enter the modern world with 
an open door to its governance. 

CONTACT VECTORS 


BOCA MODEM - 14.4 Bps, V.32 - w/ send-receive fax....$215.00 
★PC Magazine's #1 choice ★S year warranty 

USR Sportster modem - 14.4 Bps, V.32 - w/ send-receive fax 
_ ★ built-in NSI6550AFN uart!.$ 210.00 

VISA - MASTERCARD - AMEX - DISCOVER 

ff} MATRON 

P.O. Box 195123 0 ( 800 ) 453-3205 

Winter Springs, FL 32719 Outside US. - (APT) 695-4447 


F ederal Elections Commission, 

999 "E" St. NW, Washington DC 
20463; 800- 424-9530; fax/202- 
219-3880; (no email address they’re 
willing to mention). 

Washington State Public Disclo¬ 
sures Commission, Box 40908, 
Olympia WA 98504-0908; 206-753- 
1111; fax/206-753-1112; (local dial-up 
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only; call for password and access 
number). 


[Jim Warren has been a computer 
writer, lecturer and organizer for more 
than 20 years. [345 Swett Rd., Wood- 
side CA 94062; (415)851-7075; Inter- 
net/jwarren @ well.sf. ca. us] 

He led the citizen effort to pass Califor¬ 
nia’s new law making all state legisla¬ 
tive and statute information available 
online without cost, detailed how to 
implement it at almost no cost, founded 
the Computers, Freedom & Privacy 
conferences, and is now pushing to 
make all campaign-finance and political 
disclosures available for free, online. 

He founded Inf eWorld, was founding 
host of PBS’ "Computer Chronicles," 
founding Editor of Dr. Dobb’s Journal 
and has chaired various computer 
organizations. 

He began working as a minicomputer 
programmer in 1968, holds three grad¬ 
uate degrees and has taught computing 
at Stanford and other universities 
-Editor; 



SO-DAV MONEV BACK GUARANTEE 


UMI-ROM 1-800-862-2457 

5694 Mission Cir. #449 1-619-279-1139 

San Diego, CA 92108 USA Fa* 619-279-8543 


NightOwl 11 39.00 

SysOps Companion 24.50 

Pier 4 36.50 

Software Vault Gold 24.50 

Monster Media 3 24.50 

So Much Modem Madness 24.50 
NightOwl Windows 29.00 

Software Vault Windows 24.50 

Software Vault Games 24.50 

Cream Of The Crop 2 24.50 

Amature Models 29.00 

Busty Babes 2 35.00 

Bundles! 

NightOwl 11 & 10 59.00 

Pier 4 & 3 54.95 

Monster Media 3 & 2 49.00 

NightOwl 11 & Pier 4 56.95 

NightOwl 11, 10 & 9 76.50 


BBS Consultants 

Creating Online Solutions Since 1983! 



For ten years, we've been helping organizations large 
and small to make their ideas become realities using 
Bulletin Board System technology. From selling 
BBS Software and Hardware at competitive prices, to 
developing turn-key applications for customers, we 
can help you solve your communications problems. 


The INDEX System™ 

(404) 924-8667 voice - (404) 924-8472 BBS 


Warning! 



owned and operated by TOSS. Inc 


Meeting Friendly Users 
May Be Caused by 
Entering THIS BBS ! 


America's Largest Gay & Lesbian 
Computer Information Service 
and Resource 

Community News & AIDS Info 
GIF and File Sections - Profiles 
Multiuser Games - Hot Chat 
Commercial Services 
USA Today Online and MORE! 

PC-Pur suit able with Direct 
Overnight E-mail to over 25 
Gay/Lesbian boards via GayCom 

CALL with your computer TODAY! 

( 718 ) 951-8256 

You must be 18 or older 
300/1200/2400/9600/14.4k baud 8,N.1 

1412 Avenue M, Suite 2517, Brooklyn, NY 11230 
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Macintosh BBS News 


by Bill Gram-Reefer 



TEX-MEX MAC BBS 

T he two-line Border Connection 

BBS is used by four separate 
user groups in the El Paso, TX 
and Las Cruces, NM, a 300 sq.mile 
area. The Border is located at White 
Sands Missile Range, the site of the 
first atomic bomb testing, testing of 
Patriot Missiles during the Gulf War, 
and the location of a dry lake bed 
where the Space Shuttle had to land 
once. Most importantly, this particular 
location allows users on both sides of 
the border to exchange information 
with each other without having to pay 
long distance phone bills. 

Right now, the El Paso Mac User 
Group, Cruces Apple User Group, 
Franklin Mountain Apple Orchard, 
and Alamogordo Apple User Group 
share the same BBS. Many of the 
members work with NASA or have 
been involved with shuttle support. 
Jay Hunt, the sysop, is a radar techni¬ 
cian at White Sands Missile Range. 

The BBS is a TeleFinder board 
running on a Mac Plus with 4 Mb of 
RAM and a 230 meg hard drive. The 
modems are Hayes and Supra 14.4s. 
The NEC CD ROM has an gJmost up- 
to-date AMUG CD (vol VIII). The hard 
drive is used to keep files which are 
newer than the ones on the CD. And, 
since the BBS is located so close to 


Mexico and has members who live and 
work in Juarez, Mexico, the Border 
offers a Spanish version of TeleFind- 
er/User software. Call it an electronic 
NAFTA. 

There weren’t many new titles in 
the Apple II area (there never are, any¬ 
more), yet that conference will still 
deliver support since Apple killed-off 
its former cash cow in November ‘93. 
The Mac section is more active with 
not a few files in the PDA, Entertain¬ 
ment, and HyperCard areas, and 
sports a well-stocked collection of cur¬ 
rent anti-virus software. With a CD, 
there isn’t much need to recreate the 
wheel, but the Border’s New Uploads 
section is active and had some unique 
items, I especially enjoyed the “Free 
Prodigy” file now circulating that pur¬ 
ports to be a form you can fill out to 
receive the service free if you fill it out 
and claim to be a computer store sales¬ 
person, or close friend or relative of 
one. You’ll also find a Sysop forum. 


INTERNET GATEWAY FOR 
TELEFINDER 

T eleFinder sysops are in a dither 
over the announcement of 
InterFinder, a mail gateway that 


supports the simple mail transfer pro¬ 
tocol (SMTP) commonly used for send¬ 
ing mail over the Internet. Developed 
by Andreas Fink of the Swiss-based 
Micro Frame, InterFinder works in 
conjunction with MacTCP and 
TeleFinder 3.1 to support the transfer, 
storage and retrieval of electronic mail. 
Avgdlable from Spider Island Software 
or Micro Frame, InterFinder will retail 
at $395. With InterFinder, TeleFinder 
sysops can now provide Internet msdl 
services to their BBS clients, with the 
potential of adding newsgroups and 
FTP on the near horizon. 

Controllable via AppleEvents to 
enable or disable the gateway using 
Frontier, QuickKeys, or AppleScript, 
InterFinder is compatible with 
Tabby/FidoNet installations, but does 
not require them. InterFinder supports 
translation tables for international 
character conversions where extended 
characters are converted to standard 7- 
bit ASCII characters for the purpose of 
signal transfer. Supporting the use of 
alias names (i.e. postmaster as alias for 
sysop), InterFinder, in combination 
with TeleFinder’s administrative func¬ 
tions, allows sysops to selectively 
assign access to the gateway by user or 
access group. 
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The initial limitations of InterFind- 
er are noteworthy, as the functionality 
of version 1.0 is limited to mail 
exchange (no automatic BINHEX file 
exchange), and requires TeleFinder 3.1 
and the use of System 7.0 or higher. 
Mail text is limited to 32K. So far, 
additional full compatibility with pro¬ 
grams such as MacPPP, VersaSlip, and 
InterSLIP, is uneven. Upgrades to ver¬ 
sion 1.1 of InterFinder will be free to 
registered users, however. 

Nonetheless, according to Eric 
Hoffman, a beta tester based at the 
University of Chicago Campus Book¬ 
store, “the good news is that even my 
beta version worked very well. When 
one considers the fact that Internet 
email access just about guarantees 
email access to every major online sys¬ 
tem, including Delphi, AOL, 
AppleLink, CompuServe, etc., this is a 
very exciting development.” In effect, 
the addition of InterFinder, gives Spi¬ 
der Island a significant boost in keep¬ 
ing pace with other Macintosh-based 
BBS and electronic mail and conferenc¬ 
ing systems that currently offer Inter¬ 
net gateways from third parties like 
HoloGate and Postal Union (First- 
Class), or ResNova (NovaLink). 

Without InterFinder, according to 
Chris Silverberg, a developer working 
with Spider Island Software, makers of 
TeleFinder, “there are two ways to 
connect to the Internet (using 
TeleFinder). First, by running FidoNet 
software (Tabby or Formula One), you 
can receive UseNet groups and mail 
through other FidoNet systems. But 
there are a number of limitations to 
this, and setting up FidoNet may not 
be what you want to do (although 
Internet connectivity makes FidoNet 
look easy). The other way is to use 
ConnectYourBBS software which 
allows you to receive Internet news- 
groups using a UUCP feed, however, 
you also need to run some FidoNet 
software to get this to work, and since 
it only does newsgroups, it is still limit¬ 
ed. We are overhauling the email sys¬ 
tem in TeleFinder which will make it 
easier for developers to write gateways 
for TeleFinder, and of course this 
means better Internet connectivity.” 

In beta test, Hoffman’s situation 
seems at first glance too rosy, since his 
BBS site already had access to the 
Internet through the campus-wide net¬ 
work. Most of the hard work of setting 


up an Internet-ready BBS had already 
been done, including an IP number 
and registered machine name. “I basi¬ 
cally extracted Andreas’ software, 
defined my remote-host mail server, 
entered my host name (ccsbbs.uchica- 
go.edu), checked the “Send Active” 
option, and was off,” Hoffman 
explained. Clearly, the true difficulty 
most sysops will face, especially those 
who will rely on dial-up access to some 
regional Internet provider, will be in 
setting up the local Internet account. 
Then the fun can begin. According to 
Fink, “Well, you just use SLIP or any 
other dialup TCP/IP tool to connect, 
and then you ask your Internet suppli¬ 
er to send the mail addressed to your¬ 
self by the use of SMTP only when you 
are connected. I use dialup myself and 
it works.” (message sent using an eval¬ 
uation copy of InterFinder 1.0b 13). 

Setup requires a static address and 
domain server information that your 
Internet supplier can assign to you. 
Further configuration for dial-up or 
direct-connect to your IP network over 
Ethernet depends on the idiosyncrasies 
of your own internal network setup, or 
on the the software tools you are using, 
such as VersaTermSLIP, InterSLIP, or 
MacPPP. InterFinder’s documentation 
warns that these different tools use dif¬ 
ferent approaches concerning the use 
of names, passwords, login scripts, etc. 
Hoffman, for instance, suggests sitting 
down with Engst’s Internet Startup 
Kit to get a grip on these non- 
InterFinder-related conundrums. 

The TeleFinder setup is more 
straight forward as you configure 
InterFinder to work in conjunction 
with TeleFinder’s UserManager. Just 
setup an account for “postmaster” and 
“Internet” and define your access priv¬ 
ileges and group paths. Optionally, you 
could setup drop boxes for AppleLink, 
CompuServe, and America Online 
since InterFinder can also send mail 
through the Internet to the corre¬ 
sponding mail gateways of those ser¬ 
vices as well; its just another address. 
Importantly, InterFinder takes care of 
the translations of the various service 
addresses so users don’t have to figure 
out whether to use a comma or period, 
for instance, when sending mail to 
CompuServe. 

Using TeleFinder’s current mail 
setup, users could typically compose 
their email offline using TF/User, plac¬ 


ing “Internet” in the destination box, 
withthe peter_pan@second.star.on. 
right.com address in the first line of 
the body of the message. The user 
would send mail normally after con¬ 
necting to a TeleFinder BBS and 
InterFinder would do the actual trems- 
fer during the next scheduled connect 
between the BBS site and the Internet 
provider. Incoming mail would appear 
in the user’s drop box. InterFinder also 
supports replies as long as the user 
remembers to place the address in the 
text body. 

Overall, InterFinder installation 
and use seems not difficult; certainly 
one order of magnitude easier than 
working with Tabby. The true test is 
getting your Internet account and 
address details worked out, and for the 
most part, InterFinder will be the rea¬ 
son for that little bit of hair pulling, 
not necessarily the cause. Spider 
Island Software can be reached at 
4790 Irvine Boulevard, Suite 105-347, 
Irvine, CA 92720; (714) 669-9260 
voice; (714) 730-5785 bbs. Andreas 
Fink can be reached at Micro Frame, 
Oberdorf 123, 8934 Knonau Switzer¬ 
land; (41) 1-776-8017 voice; note time 
difference before you wake him up; 
(41)-1-776-8017 (TeleFinder BBS 
Box4); fink@box4.microframe.ch 
Internet. 


From two countries (USA & Mexi¬ 
co) and three states the Border spreads 
the Mac fever. Subscription to the BBS 
for non-members is $55.00 a year 
which makes you a member of the Bor¬ 
der Connection User Group, an 
umbrella for the four user groups. The 
address is. Border Connection BBS 
P.O. Box 6335, Las Cruces, NM 88006. 
(505) 678-1318 bbs; best log on as 
“guest” with the password “guest”. 
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A million people every day use WILPCAT! PP3. 
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IS our setting 
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We didn’t become Number 1 by accident. 


Some of our competitors take five, six, even fifteen versions 
to get it right. And still fall short of the mark in features, 
performance, and value. 

At Mustang Software, Inc., we don't expect our customers to 
live on promises. We deliver. Real features. Not just copycat 
add-ons and bundled 3rd party 
solutions. 

Features like internal Zmodem and 
Kermit. Industry standard QWK- 
compatible offline messaging and 
echomail utilities. Fast query-by¬ 
example message and file search¬ 
ing, and one-touch file tagging. 

Reo/LAN and Digiboard support. 

And RIPscripgraphics. Full mouse 
support for the remote user, from 
every menu prompt including text 
and dynamic menus. Eye-popping 
graphics, macros, stacked com¬ 
mands, slide shows . . . total 
flexibility. 


Great Options 


At MSI, our motto is "Connecting 
the world in '94". To help you do 
that, we offer a growing list of quality options. 

wcFAX turns your BBS and Fax modem into a Fax-on- 
demand system. Part of our wcPRO sysop utility package, 
which also includes LAN node management and sophisti¬ 
cated database manipulation and reporting tools. 


Availability 


Wildcat! BBS was the first commercial BBS program to be 
offered by normal wholesale and retail distributors, and GSA 
suppliers, at competitive pricing. Why pay full list price direct 
from the vendor, or from a limited numoer of "authorized 
dealers"? You can be on the air for as little as $99 "street 
price". Chances are, your favorite local software store or mail 

order outlet has Wildcat! BBS 
ready for you to take home. 

It's so easy to be a Wildcatl BBS 
reseller, too. Why not make Wild¬ 
cat! part of your everyday prod¬ 
uct line? Call us for reseller 
information. 


Look at the numbers 


22/000 BBS operators^ and 
over a million callers a day^ 

have all chosen the speed, power 
and flexibility of Wildcat! BBS. 

That makesW/7c/cof./ BBS the 

Number One BBS software 
package on the market to¬ 
day. And that's no accident. 

Compare features. Compare sup¬ 
port. Compare quality. Compare 
availability. Compare value. And you'll see why Wildcat! 
BBS should be your first choice in BBS software. 

What are you waiting for? 


“Imagine having a bueiness with 
over 2.5 million customers. That’s 
what we had to face at the Con¬ 
necticut Tax Department when a 
new persona! income tax was 
enacted. How best to get informa¬ 
tion out? \Ne thought a 335 would 
be a good idea. After checking 
several, we found WILDCAT! to be — 
dare I say it — the least taxing. 
Thanks, MSI, for an elegant pro¬ 
gram thoughtfully supported!” 

AJ. Janschewitz 
Connecticut Department 
of Revenue Services 


wcUUCP is our newest addition to the suite of power utilities 
for Wildcat! sysops. Send and receive Internet e-mail and 
newsgroups. Everything you need is included — no third- 
party add-ons to hunt down, no complicated front end mailers 
or mail tossers to buy. 

wcMHS adds LAN e-mail connectivity through Novell's 
Message Handling Service. Redirect Wildcat! messages to 
any other MHS compatible application, even link Wildcat! 
BBSs together, echoing messages via MHS direct or through 
the CompuServe MHS Store and Forward Hub. 


Got a question? Coll us toll free at 

800 - 807-2874 



Mustang Software, Inc. 

. Box 2264, Bakersfield, CA 93303 
(805) 873-2500 
Fax (805) 873-2599 
BBS (805) 873-2400 
















DigiBoards . . 


PC/4 - $279 w/16550 - $319 
PC/8 - $379 w/16550 - $459 
PC/16e$829 STB 4 port $119 
CABLES PC/4 - $39, PC-8 - $67 
We Sell ALL DigiBoard products 


Madams , . 


U.S. Robotics, Supra, Zoom 
all brands! Call for Price! 


£( More . . 


Pioneer DRM602X 6-Disc 
CD Changer!! only $979 
Mitsumi, Texel, Toshiba 
all brands! Call for Price! 
Visa • MC • Discover • COD 

(505) 434-1775 

Compu-Tech 

fax (505) 437-7180 Bbs (505) 434-5366 



it would be illegal!'' 


Are you looking for original images? Are you looking for an 
easy-to-use interface that you don’t have to read a ton of 
documentation to install? Are you looking for real BBS 
support? Are you looking for a disc that will keep you 
entertained? Look no further! Digital Dreams 2 is for you! 


You can look at all of our new images, you can make 
fascinating puzzles out of them, you can read over 1500 
fantasy text files, and play mature fantasy games with this one 
disc! If you own only one mature fantasy disc, this is the one 
to have. 


If you are looking for something for your BBS, look no further! 
Complete PCBoard, Spitfire, and FILES.BBS Support is 
provided, and if that isn’t good enough, all file listings are in 
DBF format so you can make your own! 



1,400 Original Images 
100 Original Cartoons 
1,549 Fantasy Text Files 
13 Fantasy Games 
151 Graphics Utilities 
44 Catalog Files 


$ 34.95 


Postage Paid in the 
Continental U.S. 
60 Day Moneyback 
Guarantee 


COmPUTER 

P. O. Box 5723 Topeka, KS 66605 

Fax (913) 234-8528 BBS (913) 234-9395 

Voice (913) 234-4146 

Visa/Mastercard Accepted - COD Available, add $6.50_ 


OVER 15,000 NEW Programs on 




WHOOO's wiser about 
SHAREWARE CDROM's than 
BBS system operators? They've 
made NIGHT c5WL their#! choice! 

THOUSANDS of BBS systems use 
NIGHT OWL'S SHAREWARE CDROMS 
for their file database! 

Now... for a limited time... 
we ore introducing you, 

THE END USER, 
to a THREE CDROM SET 
which contains most of the 
NEWESTshareware on the market! 

Night Owl's version 8.1,9.0 and 
the new 10.0 at a HUGE savings! 

Separately: 

Night Owl S 10.0....$39 

Night Owl's 9.0.$29 Less than 1% duplication 

Night Owl's 8.1.$19 between each disk! 


THOUSANDS of program areas including: 
Windows, DOS, Sound , MIDI, Business, 
Home Finance, (GAMES, Printer Utiiities, 
CAD, Clipart, FONTS, Nutrition, HAM Radio, 
(Communications, Network/LAN, OS/2 
VVord Processing... -i- lOOO's MORE! 


/\/fA/?#C"otplaco! 


Bc3x 10925 
St. Louis. MO 63135 

1-S00-289-1RO1M 



To find your local-access 
number online call: 
(317)359-5199 DATA 14400 8N1 
(800) 753-4223 VOICE 


SHOP SHAREWARE TESTING LABORATORIES - USA TODAY w 


Combining the 
Power of 
Printe<d Classified 
Ad Papers 
Across the U.S. 


LIGHTNING-FAST SEARCHES - GET TECHNICAL HELP 
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Education Link 



by Bill Gram-Reefer 


WHEELS FOR THE MIND 

T he increasing use of telecommu¬ 
nications technology in educa¬ 
tion environments has generated 
interest from many publishing sources, 
not to mention this one. Quite a few 
publications, newsletters, and online 
services offer in-depth and specific edu¬ 
cation and technology titles and elec¬ 
tronic conferences covering a wide 
range of issues. With apologies to 
Apple’s former (and wonderful!), semi- 
frequent catalog of Mac-based educa¬ 
tional software, we pass these 
resources along to you that might even 
make your head spin. 

First, be sure to check into Com¬ 
puServe’s Education Forum. Confer¬ 
ence sections cover accessing ERIC 
databases, Reforms/Future Talk, 
SchoolNet/Online Education, and 
Home/Alternative Education. There 
are file areas for each of these sections, 
too, and the sysops are attentive and 
helpful. Also, check the local BBS list¬ 
ings in your own area; there’s bound to 
be a board near you that carries net¬ 
worked FidoNet school topics or has an 
active conference area covering local 
school issues and home schooling. One 
other online source could be worth¬ 
while if you can ever get through (it’s 
very busy), is the toll-free BBS operat¬ 
ed by the Office of Educational 
Research and Improvement of the U.S. 
Department of Education. This online 
warehouse provides education-related 
statistical research, bibliographies, and 


papers, accompanied by some bulletins 
and messaging areas. 800-222-4922; 
2,400 Bps; 3 nodes. 

In the magazine area there is no 
shortage of well-written titles dedicat¬ 
ed to computers and education. One of 
the leading books is Technology and 
Learning (T&L). While product orient¬ 
ed and just as apt to cover 3DO’s inter¬ 
active multimedia player and the new 
release of MacWrite Pro, T&L fre¬ 
quently covers computer-based cur¬ 
riculum, LAN, and telecommunica¬ 
tions issues and products of interest to 
educators. Published by the Peter Li 
Education Group, T&L subscriptions 
cost $24/yT amd can be contacted at 330 
Progress Road, Dayton, OH 45449. 

T.H.E. Journal (Technical Horizons 
in Education) is another magazine you 
should check out. Similar to T&L, 
T.H.E. covers new products and case 
studies of technology in action in edu¬ 
cation. Telecommunications stories, 
however, don’t garner as much ink, 
but are not uncommon. Contact T.H.E. 
at 150 El Camino #112, Tustin, CA 
92680. 

Query positions itself as an infor¬ 
mation source on administrative com¬ 
puting. In it you’ll find tips and in- 
depth features on building departmen¬ 
tal computing environments and appli¬ 
cations. One recent issue described 
how Dartmouth College is using Apple- 
Search as a front-end for students to 
use during online searches of Cleu-inet 
news feeds, and detailed the University 
of Chicago’s online access to the 
Oxford English Dictionary over its 
campus-wide network. Published quar¬ 
terly, Query will cover cabling to satel¬ 
lites with frequent stops in between. 
Heavy on the Mac and taking note of 
Newton and AV-Mac applications. 
Query editorial is application and news 
driven with a focus on higher educa¬ 
tion. Regular Internet, new products, 
and resource sections provide valuable 
news and tools. Highly recommended. 
Subscriptions are free in the U.S. to 
qualified college administrators and 
companies involved in the higher edu¬ 
cation market. The rest of us can 
expect to pay a well-worth-it $20/yr. 
Address subscription correspondence 
to P.O. Drawer Q, Sunnyvale, CA 
94087. 

Finally, the well-heeled or serious 
will want a subscription to the Heller 


Report on Educational Technology 

(Report). In bi-monthly newsletter for¬ 
mat, the Report is an intense, trade- 
level communique bristling with news 
and market data for the insider 
involved in buying, developing, or sell¬ 
ing education technology. 

Did you know that higher educa¬ 
tion plans to spend $1.6 billion in com¬ 
puter purchases in 1994? Here’s an 
item: Lee County, FL public schools 
are launching a $35 million education 
technology plan, funded with local 
bonds (certainly not vouchers), and 
plan to acquire 4,000 PCs. Want a 
piece of that? Or, would you want to 
sell your expensive database title to the 
5,800 (and rapidly growing) schools 
currently using CD-ROM? There’s 
more, like the 3,400 schools in 3,100 
districts using satellite dishes to serve 
more than 24,000 schools; that Iowa 
just spent $77 million to complete a 
fiber-optic backbone to link its 19 dis¬ 
tance learning networks for K12 and 
up; and the $32 million campus com¬ 
munication network installed by 
AT&T supporting 17,000 phones, 
15,000 voice mail boxes, and 12,000 
data communications outlets. (Ain’t 
copper great? You just have to know 
how to twist it!) 

It’s for this kind of on-the-bounce 
reconnaissance that keeps companies 
including Lucas Entertainment, Dis¬ 
ney, Microsoft, NEC, and Northern 
Telecom, to name just a few, keep their 
eyes peeled for the next issue of the 
Report. And you can too, but for the 
$395 retail subscription price (dis¬ 
counted during special to $195 for 
teachers). If you’re in the business, or 
want to be, the Report looks like a 
must buy. Subscriber info can be had 
at 708-831-6604, or fax your order to 
708-926-0202. Bill me later. 


[Bill Gram-Reefer, based in Con¬ 
cord, CA, Is president of WORLDVIEW, 
specializing in connectivity and commu¬ 
nications. E-mail Bill at: 

wk05156@worldlink.com - Editor] 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Internet 

Society 


tlie only internaiional professional society whose focus is to facilitate, support, and promote the evolution and growth of the Internet 
as a global research communications infrastructure. The Society exists to serve tlie interests of individuals, corporations, government, 
educators, and researchers. 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

■ Automatic subscription to the quarterly Internet Society News. 

■ Discounted member rates for conferences sponsored by or cosponsored by the Internet Society. Reduced member rates for 
magazines, newsletters, and magazines. 

■ Keep up widi die evolution of the Internet. 

■ Influence die development of die Internet and its standards. 

■ Broaden your knowledge of online information services. 

■ Widen die scope of your personal networking 

■ Professional growth though participadon in conferences and opportunities for management of the affairs of die Society. 



Application for Membership 


Please enroll me as a member of the Internet Society. I understand 
that membersliip entitles me to receive the quarterly Internet Society 
News, reduced fees for attendance at Internet Society conferences 
and other benefits. Membership privileges will be for twelve months 
from the receipt of payment. I am applying for 

regular membership at $70.00 

student membership at $25.00 (please include proof of status) 

Please send me information about corporate membership. 


Name:_ 

Postal Address:. 


Internet Address:. 


Payment of Internet Society annual dues may be made via check, money 
order, credit card or wire transfer. 

_Please bill me. 

_Payment is included with this application as below. 

For Credit Card Payments: 

_AMEX _VISA _^MC _DINER’S _CB 

Card Number:_ 

Expiration Date:_ 

S ignature:_ 

Send Wire Transfers to: 

Bank: Riggs Bank of Virginia Bank ABA Number: 056001260 
8315 Lee Highway 

Fairfax, VA 22031 Account Number: Internet Society 

14838710 


□ Check here if you do not want your maiUng address to be given to 
purveyors of Internet related products and services. 


































THE INTERNET INDEX: FACTS 
AND FIGURES FOR ‘93 


S Number of Internet hosts in Nor¬ 
way, per 1000 population: 5 


GORE ENDORSES EFF’s OPEN 
PLATFORM APPROACH 


W ’ inTreese shares our fascination 
with both numbers and the 
Internet and compiles an inter¬ 
esting bit of digitrivia about the net¬ 
work. 

S Annual rate of growth for Gopher 
traffic: 997% 

& Annual rate of growth for World- 
Wide Web traffic: 341,634% 

S Average time between new networks 
connecting to the Internet: 10 minutes 

& Number of newspaper and magazine 
articles about the Internet during the 
first nine months of 1993: over 2300 

S Number of on-line coffeehouses in 
San Francisco: 18. Cost for four min¬ 
utes of Internet time at those coffee¬ 
houses: $0.25 

S Date of first known Internet mail 
message sent by a head of state: 2 March 
1993 (Sent by Bill Clinton, President of 
the United States) 

9 Date on which first Stephen King 
short story published via the Internet 
before print publication: 19 Sept 1993 

S Number of mail messages carried by 
IBM’s Internet gateways in January, 
1993: about 340,000 

& Number of mail messages carried by 
Digital’s Internet gateways in June, 
1993: over 700,000 

® Advertised network numbers in 
July, 1993 : 13,293; Advertised network 
numbers in July, 1992: 5,739 

S Advertised network numbers in 
October, 1993: 16,533; Advertised net¬ 
work numbers in October, 1992: 7505 

S Number of Internet hosts in July, 
1993: 1,776,000 

S Number of Internet hosts in Octo¬ 
ber, 1993: 2,056,000 

S Date after which more than half the 
registered networks were commercial: 

August, 1991 


@ Number of Internet hosts in United 
States, per 1000 population: 4 

9 Round-trip time from Digital CRL to 
mcmvax.mcmurdo.gov in McMurdo, 
Antartica: 640 milliseconds. Number of 
hops: 18 

9 Number of USENET articles posted 
on a typical day in February, 1993: 

35,000 

S Number of USENET articles posted 
on a typical day in December, 1993: 

43,000 

5 Number of megabytes posted: 

81 

6 Number of users posting: 9300 

& Number of sites represented: 

3000 

9 Number of SiHcon Valley real estate 
agencies advertising with Internet mail 
addresses: 1 

5 Terabytes carried by the NSFnet 
backbone in February, 1993: 5 

6 Number of countries reachable by 
electronic mail: 137 (approx.) 

S Number of countries not reachable 
by electronic mail: 99 (approx.) 

9 Number of countries on the Inter¬ 
net: 60 

9 Amount of time it takes for Supreme 
Court decisions to become available on 
the Internet: less than one day. 

9 Date of first National Public Radio 
program broadcast simultaneously on 
the Internet: 21 May 1993 

9 Percentage of Boardwatch Top 100 
BBS systems with Internet Connectivi- 
tivity: 21 

Win Treese, Digital Equipment Corpo¬ 
ration, 1 Kendall Square, Bldg. 700, 
Cambridge, MA 02139; 
treese @ cri .dec.com 


V ' ice President A1 Gore announced 
at the National Press Club a long¬ 
term White House telecommuni¬ 
cations policy initiative that incorpo¬ 
rates the major elements of the Elec¬ 
tronic Frontier Foundation’s Open 
Platform policy recommendations. 

The Vice President’s speech, which 
credited EFF co-founder Mitchell Kapor 
for articulating the need for an “open 
platform” information infrastructure, 
outlined five policy principles for the 
National Information Infrastructure 
(Nil). 

Kapor said that he is “honored” by 
the reference in Gore’s speech. “I’m 
awfully happy that the Open Platform is 
right in the middle of the Administra¬ 
tion’s infrastructure strategy, and that 
they see Open Platform and open access 
as just as important as competition. 

“President Clinton and Vice Presi¬ 
dent Gore deserve great credit for being 
the first Administration in over a decade 
to offer a comprehensive approach to 
telecommunications policy,” Kapor said. 
“I am looking forward to working with 
the White House and the Congress to 
help see this thing through.” 

EFF executive director Jerry 
Berman said Tuesday his organization is 
“extremely pleased that the Administra¬ 
tion has affirmed that neither all-out 
competition, nor stifling regulation, will 
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EFF Chairman Mitch Kapor 









bring the promise of information access 
to all Americans.” In the three years 
since EFF’s founding, Berman said, the 
organization has labored to raise these 
issues in the public-policy arena and to 
promote the Open Platform approach. 

EFF's Open Platform policy to sup¬ 
port universal access to the digital infor¬ 
mation infrastructure is included in the 
telecommunications bill recently intro¬ 
duced by Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA), Rep. 
Jack Fields (R-TX), and Rep. Rick Bouch¬ 
er (D-VA). 

The first principle. Gore said, is to 
“encourage private investment.” The 
Vice President said this principle involves 
“steering a course between a kind of com¬ 
puter-age Scylla and Charybdis — 
between the shoals of suffocating regula¬ 
tion on one side, and the rocks of unfet¬ 
tered monopolies on the other. 

“Both stifle competition and innova¬ 
tion,” Gore said. 

The second principle, he said is to 
“promote and protect competition.” The 
vice President said the government 
“should prevent unfair cross-subsidies 
and act to avoid information bottlenecks 
that would limit consumer choice, or 
limit the ability of new informaiotn 
providers to reach their customers.” 

The third principle. Gore said, is to 
“provide open access to the network.” 
Gore defined this principle in terms very 
similar to those of EFF’s own policy 
statements on Open Platform services. 

“Suppose I want to set up a service 
that provides 24 hours a day of David 
Letterman reruns,” he said. “I don’t own 
my own netowrk, so I need to buy access 
to someone else’s. I should be able to do 
so by paying the same rates as my neigh¬ 
bor, who wants to broadcast kick-boxing 
matches.” 

EFF’s Open Platform Proposal, 
released in November of this year, all rec¬ 
ognizes the importance of access to a 
diversity of information sources. 

The proposal states: “If new network 
services are deployed with adequate up¬ 
stream capacity, and allow peer-to-peer 
communication, then each user of the 
network can be both an information con¬ 
sumer and pubhsher. Network architec¬ 
ture which is truly peer-to-peer can help 
produce in digital media the kind of infor¬ 


mation diversity that only exists today 
only in the print media.” 

Said Gore: “Without provisions for 
open access, the companies that own the 
networks could use their control of the 
networks to ensure that their customers 
only have access to their programming. 
We’ve already seen cases where cable 
company owners have used their monop¬ 
oly control of their networks to exclude 
programming that competes with their 
own.” 

Gore also cited with approval EFF co¬ 
founder Mitchell Kapor’s analogy of an 
“open platform” infrastructure to the 
open architecture of the IBM PC. “We 
need to ensure the Nil, just like the PC is 
open and accessible to everyone with a 
good idea who has a product they want to 
sell,” he said. 

The fourth principle, said the Vice 
President, is “to avoid creating a society 
of information ‘haves’ and ‘have nots.’” 
Gore said the United States will “still 
need a regulatory safety net to make sure 
almost everyone can benefit.” 

The fifth and final principle, he said, 
is that “we want to encourage flexibility.” 
Gore said the legislative package to be 
offered by the White House must have 
the kind of flexibility that the Communi¬ 
cations Act of 1934 had, in order to deal 
with technological changes that no one 
can yet anticipate. 

Berman said Gore’s speech also helps 
define how the Administration plans to 
handle the transition, following the 
breakup of the Bell System, between a 
world of telecommunications monopolies 
and a world in which there is meaningful 
competition among content and commu¬ 
nications providers. “This speech shows 
that part of the White House’s definition 
of ‘managed transition’ is that all citizens 
will have access to digital-network open 
platform.” 

EFF BOARD’S KAPOR AND 
DYSON APPOINTED TO Nil 
ADVISORY COUNCIL 

E FF Chairman of the Board Mitch 
Kapor and Board Member Esther 
Dyson were 2 of 27 communica¬ 
tions leaders appointed to the Clinton 
Administration’s National Information 
Infrastructure Advisory Council. The 
Advisory Council will work with the 
Administration on developing a compre¬ 
hensive telecommunications policy to 


meet the needs of both government and 
the private sector. 

Mitch Kapor established the Elec¬ 
tronic Frontier Foundation in 1990 with 
John Perry Barlow and currently serves 
as EFF’s Chairman of the Board. Mitch 
has testified before Congress on commu¬ 
nications and computer topics on many 
occasions. His articles on computer net¬ 
works and civil liberties, intellectual 
property, and software design have been 
published in Scientific American, Forbes, 
Wired and many other publications. 
Mitch was the founder of Lotus Develop¬ 
ment Corporation, were he served as 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
from 1982 to 1986, and designed the 
Lotus 1-2-3 spreadsheet program. 

Esther Dyson is President of EdVen- 
ture Holdings, where she writes and pub¬ 
lishes Release 1.0, a monthly newsletter 
highlighting trends in computer technol¬ 
ogy. Esther publishes a second newslet¬ 
ter, Rel-EAST, which shares her insights 
in the newly emerging commercial mar¬ 
kets of central and eastern Europe. 
Esther also sponsors the PC Forum and 
East-West High Tech Forum confer¬ 
ences. Esther serves on the Board of 
Trustees of the Santa Fe Institute; is a 
member of the Global Business Network 
and the Women’s Forum; and serves as 
an advisor to Perot Systems and the 
Poynter Institute for Media Studies. 

The other members of the Nil Advi¬ 
sory Coimcil are: 

Delano Lewis, CEO, National Public Radio (co-chair of 
the Council) 

Edward McCracken, CEO, Silicon Graphics (co-chair 
of the Council) 

Morton Bahr, Communications Workers of America 
Toni Bearman, Dean, U. of Pittsburgh School of Library 
and Info. Sciences 

Bonnie Bracey, elementary school teacher, Arlington 
County, VA 

John Cooke, Pres., Disney Channel 
Craig Fields, CEO, MCC 
Lynn Forester, CEO, FirstMark Holdings 
Carol Fukunaga, Senator, State of Hawaii 
Haynes Griffin, CEO, Vanguard Cellular Systems 
George Heilmeier, CEO, Bellcore 
Susan Herman, GM, Dept, of Telecommunications, 
City of Los Angeles 
James Houghton, CEO, Coming 
Stanley Hubbard, CEO, Hubbard Broadcasting 
Robert Johnson, Pres., Black Entertainment Televi¬ 
sion/District Cablevision 

Robert Kahn, Pres., Corporation for National Research 
Initiatives 

Deborah Kaplan, VP, World Institute on Disability 
Alex Mandl, VP, AT&T 

Nathan Myhrvold, Sr. VP Advanced Tech, Microsoft 
Corporation 

Mac Norton, Attorney, Wright, Lindsey & Jennings 

Vance Opperman, Pres., West Publishing 

Jane Smith Patterson, Tech. Advisor to the Governor 

of North Carolina 

Bert Roberts, CEO, MCI 

John Sculley, CEO, Spectrum Info Tech 

Joan Smith, Chair, Oregon PUC 
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EFF HELPS TO ELIMINATE 
OUTRAGEOUS SENTENCES FOR 
COMPUTER CRIMES 

C omments opposing the United 
States Sentencing Commission’s 
proposed guideline for the Com¬ 
puter Fraud and Abuse Act submitted 
by EFF, SEA (the Society for Electronic 
Access), CPSR and others have been 
taken to heEU*t. The U.S.S.C. recently 
announced a *new* proposal for Com¬ 
puter Fraud and Abuse sentencings. 
Instead of the single guideline for all 
computer crimes proposed by the 
Department of Justice last year, the new 
guideline takes into account the inten¬ 
tion of the defendant by directing the 
sentencing court to the most appropri¬ 
ate existing guideline. 

For example, under the old proposed 
guideline, a first time offender who 
accessed a computer without authority, 
copied a non-protected file, and posted 
that file to a BBS would get 10 to 16 
months in prison with no parole — the 
judge would have been directed to the 
Fraud guideline and would have had no 
discretion to craft another sentence. 
Under the new guideline, if that intru¬ 
sion was not done for pecuniary or mali¬ 
cious purposes, the crime will be treated 
as a misdemeanor, and the sentencing 
range would be 0 to 6 months. Real wire 
fraud done with the intent to reap finan¬ 
cial gain or to cause harm to the system 
would result in the minimum 10 to 16 
month sentence. 

EFF is proud to have played a role in 
encouraging the Sentencing Commis¬ 
sion to craft the new guideline. New 
communications technologies, in their 
earliest infancy, are becoming the sub¬ 
ject of precedent-setting litigation. Over¬ 
ly strict sentences imposed for comput¬ 
er-related fraud and abuse may have the 
effect of chilling these technologies even 
as they develop. Until there are more 
cases on which to base a guideline, indi¬ 
vidual sentencing decisions are best left 
to the discretion of the sentencing judge, 
who presumably is most familiar with 
the facts unique to each case. Legal 
precedents, particularly the application 
of a sentencing guideline to violations of 
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act, can 
radically affect the course of computer 
technology’s future, and with it the fate 
of an important tool for the exchange of 
ideas in a democratic society. 

The Sentencing Commission is ask¬ 
ing for comments by March 18, 1994. 


It’s important that we all tell the 
U.S.S.C. that we’re happy with the new 
proposed guideline for the Computer 
Fraud and Abuse Act. In the very near 
future, EFF will be setting up an elec¬ 
tronic mailbox to receive electronic com¬ 
ments. In the meantime, written com¬ 
ments can be sent to: 

United States Sentencing Commission 

One Columbus Circle, N.E. 

Suite 2-500, South Lobby 
Washington, DC 20002-8002 
Attention: Public Information 

A copy of the proposed guidelines is 
located at 58 Fed. Reg. 67522 or on 
ftp.eff.org as pub/EFF/lssues/Legal/sen- 
tencing.amendment 

THE ONLINE USERS 
ENCYCLOPEDIA - BULLETIN 
BOARDS AND BEYOND 

T echnical books are, to a greater 
degree than almost any other field 
of publishing, audience sensitive. 
An excellent book on the Internet, writ¬ 
ten by a UNIX aficionado for UNIX 
enthusiasts, is going to miss the mark 
with a DOS audience. In looking 
through Bernard Aboba’s new edition of 
The Online User’s Encyclopedia - Bul¬ 
letin Boards and Beyond, I was struck 
by two things: the incredible amount of 
research effort that had to go into these 
806 pages, and what a marvelous feel 
Aboba has for our audience. 

He also has an unusually clear vision 
of the role of bulletin boards, the role of 
the Internet, and their likely effects on 
each other. The book goes into good 
detail on store and forward networks 
such as FidoNet, RIME, FrEdMail, 
ILINK, Intelec, OneNet, InfoLink, 
SmartNet, North AmeriNet, WWIVNet, 
Alternet, Eggnet, and RBBSnet used to 
link bulletin board systems economical¬ 
ly. But it also covers TCP/IP, World 
Wide Web, Gopher, Archie, BITNET, 
USENET, and other elements of the 
Internet. 

The connection between the two 
worlds is an area of current intense 
interest, and Aboba handles it better 
than anything else in print. He covers 
TCP/IP for the PC, explains the concept 
well, and goes on to describe specific 
software solutions. He does the same 
thing for the Macintosh, and then goes 
on to discuss connecting bulletin boards 
to the Internet via TCP/IP. This is 
remarkable in that only a hundred or so 


DOS or Mac-based bulletin boards sport 
TCP/IP connections to the Internet now. 
He also goes into UUCP - again dis¬ 
cussing specific software programs you 
can download or purchase to make it 
happen on your personal computer. 

The book does provide some excellent 
guidance on using the Internet, written 
very clearly. But it goes quite beyond 
the usual ftp/telnet/gopher/archie/www 
tutorial on the net and delves into net¬ 
working areas you just don’t find in such 
books - PCBoard/QWK networks, 
DETAILED descriptions of the Serial 
Line Internet Protocol (SLIP) and Point 
to Point Protocol (PPP), FidoNet/UUCP 
Gateways, and the first lucid discussion 
we’ve found of BITNET LISTSERV 
operation and how to set up mailing lists. 
A chapter on data compression covers 
compression strategies for the PC, the 
Macintosh, and UNIX - side-by-side. 
He’s tried to cover the entire gEunut of 
wide-area computer communications 
from the perspective of what’s least 
expensive and most effective. He did 
well. 



The book is jammed full of software 
references, company names, contact 
information, phone numbers, all the 
time-sensitive things many try to avoid 
to keep from “going out of date” to the 
usual result that they never are particu¬ 
larly germane to ANY date. You will 
find this book useful. 

But that’s not really what I like 
about it. A Memories and Visions sec¬ 
tion of this book begins on page 497 that 
is really a series of short essays and 
descriptions of the early history of many 
of the most important networking con¬ 
cepts and technologies. It starts with an 
excellent essay by Bruce Sterling titled 
“Free as Air, Free as Water, Free as 
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Knowledge” concerning the economic 
pressures on the concept of free infor¬ 
mation. Aboba then analyses the poli¬ 
tics of the Electronics Communications 
Privacy Act. Tom Grundner describes 
the birth of the Free-Net systems. Dr. 
Vinton Cerf, President of the Internet 
Society, describes how the Internet 
came into being. Tom Jennings, Ken 
Kaplan, and Ben Baker describe the 
birth of FidoNet. Mark Herring 
describes the birth of QMAIL and the 
resulting QWK networks. And the sec¬ 
tion continues with other network histo¬ 
ries. 

This is the documentation of net¬ 
working history - who developed what, 
and what they thought they had devel¬ 
oped when they first developed it. This 
type of information gets oddly twisted as 
the technology passes from one new 
wave of new users to the next, and it is a 
constant mystery to watch it come back 
out the other end a few years later - as if 
through some sort of time distortion. 
Aboba has effectively cast it onto pages 
for our future reference. 

Above £dl, we find few writers who 
can actually write well. Aboba pens a 
powerful page, clearly lucid, well 
researched, and touched with the bit 
wry humor required to spend your life 
writing about technical matters. This 
book is expertly done, technically flaw¬ 
less, and written in a superb and thor¬ 
oughly original style - our highest rec¬ 
ommendation. The Online User’s Ency- 
lopedia - Bulletin Boards and Beyond, 
806 pages, $32.95, ISBN 0-201-62214-9, 
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1 
Jacob Way, Reading, MA 01867; 800- 
822-6339 voice 


INTERNET YELLOW PAGES 

W e favorably reviewed The Inter¬ 
net Encyclopedia by Harley 
Hahn and Rick Stout a few 
issues past. They’re back with another 
new release from Osborn-McGraw/Hill 
titled The Internet Yellow Pages. You 
won’t have any difficulty finding it. The 
cover is...well...very yellow. 

This book is not a tutorial, or a be-all 
guide to the Internet. It is a listing of 
over 2400 services, mailing lists, e-mail 
addresses and other oddities on the 
Internet in some 155 categories. It is 
presented in the format of a telephone 
company yellow pages directory, and as 


U.S. West’s television advertisements 
say, “It’s the book that gets used.” 

The result is effectively a menu for 
the Internet. The best we can do is list 
some of the services we found within 
just a few minutes of pawing the page 
proofs: 

HONEYBEES - maihng list information, 
details on honey bees and bumblebees, 
polhnation, honey, and related material. 

ftp sunsite.unc.edu, path: /pub/acade- 
mic/agriculture/sustainable_agricul- 
ture/beekeeping. Mailing list at bee- 
I@albnyvm1 .bitnet. Subscription 
address: Iistserv@albnyvm1 .bitnet. 

HUBBLE TELESCOPE - USENET 
News Group sci.astro.hubble 

BEAVIS AND BUTTHEAD’S MAILING 
ADDRESS - beavis@mtv.com - 
butthead @ mtv.com 

PANTYHOSE - ftp 

alycia.andrew.cmu.edu path: 
/pub/graphics/over_age_18_only/hos 
iery/. There is also a newsgroup: 
alt.pantyhose. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES FOR UKRANIAN 
BUSINESS - 

ftp kekule.osc.ed path: 

/pub/russian/business/ukraine/com- 
mercial.directory 

SMITHSONIAN PHOTOGRAPHS - 
gopher to pipeline.com 

ECONOMIC BULLETIN BOARD - U.S. 

Department of Commerce economic 
data. Telnet ebb.stat-usa.gov. Login: 
guest. 



MEAD RECIPES ftp ftp.spies.com. 
Path: /Library/Article/Food/mead.rcp 
BONSAI MAILING LIST - List address: 
bonsai@waynest1 .bitnet. Subscrip¬ 
tions: Iistserv@waynest1 .bitnet. 

PALINDROMES. Palindromes are 
words and phrases that read the same 
forward or backward such as “a man, a 
plan, a canal, Panama.” Large list of 
thousands of these from ftp.spies.com - 
path: /Library/Article/Language/palin- 
dro.txt 

TOM SAWYER - complete text of Mark 
Twain’s Tom Sawyer, ftp nic.funet.fi 
path: /pub/doc/literary/etext/sawyer.mt 

PI TO 1.25 MILLION DIGITS - The first 
1.25 million digits of pi. ftp 
wuarchive.wustl.edu path: 

/doc/misc/pi/ 

DAVID LETTERMAN’S TOP 10 
LISTS- ftp quartz.rutgers.edu 
path:/pub/tv+movies/letterman/top- 
ten 

AMTRAK TRAINS- List of trains 

including numbers, names, origina¬ 
tions, destinations, and days of service. 

ftp ftp.spies.com /Library/Docu- 
ment/amtrak.lis 

The majority of entries are simply 
descriptions of USENET news groups, 
and we noted the absence of any num¬ 
ber of famous telnet, finger, ftp, and 
gopher services that should probably be 
in here. But the listings were humor¬ 
ous, and to break up what would be 
interminable text, the book is full of lit¬ 
tle pseudo-display-ads for various ser¬ 
vices that very much resemble those in 
the more familiar Yellow Pages. The 
result is entertaining and useful. The 
Internet Yellow Pages, 560 pages, 
$27.95, ISBN: 0-07-881994-6; Osborne- 
McGraw/Hill, 2600 Tenth Street, Berke¬ 
ley, CA 94710;(800)227-0900 voice. 

CHAMELEON - TCP/IP FOR DOS 

T here is little disagreement, even 
from the hard core Internauts, 
that for the great unwashed 
masses an interface somewhere beyond 
the Korne shell command line is neces¬ 
sary if the world is to join the Internet 
party en masse. We think that for a 
wide majority of the 14.5 million callers 
dialing bulletin boards in North Ameri¬ 
ca, they will take one look at what is 
available and leave a message to their 
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favorite local BBS operator inquiring as 
to when he/she is going to take care of it 
FOR them. These inquiries are of the 
nature “why can’t you just add telnet to 
the Utihties menu?” 

But there is an alternate view. It 
revolves around development of plat¬ 
form tools for DOS and Macintosh and 
whatever else, to make a direct TCP/IP 
connection to the Internet easy. This 
approach has some undeniable merit, as 
it can produce a quicker move to really 
interesting things like the MOSAIC pro¬ 
gram to access World Wide Web that we 
reviewed last issue. Gopher clients, 
SMTP and POP mail agents, and so 
forth. 

The problem is that few individual 
grass-roots callers are actually on an 
Internet connected LAN an 3 ^here, and 
certainly not from home. They essen¬ 
tially must install TCP/IP, which they 
know not from dog enemas, and link it 
to a host provider using Serial Line 
Internet Protocol (SLIP) or Point to 
Point Protocol (PPP), which they like¬ 
wise know not from dog enemas, via 
modem. SLIP connections are at this 
point not free, in many areas a little 
pricey (typically $50 to $250 per month), 
and in some areas not at all available. 

Where they are available, and for 
those few power users willing to cough 
the cash to get one, these software tools 
are still in their infancy. And installa¬ 
tion is non-trivial. FTP Softweire has a 
serviceable TCP/IP stack for DOS - a lit¬ 
tle pricey and probably uninstallable by 
mere mortals frankly. It comes in a 
green binder fully a foot thick and 
unreadable. 

Phil Karnes has done a thoroughly 
fascinating piece of software titled 
KA9Q, originally for packet radio 
TCP/IP but long grown to wider use, 
that really is a striking piece of work. It 
is free for non-commercial use and actu¬ 
ally works in quite an amazing way. 
Several companies have taken this, 
hacked at it a bit, and cobbled together 
little modem/routers that are doing pret¬ 
ty well. And likewise several dozen com¬ 
puter science whizoids have indeed been 
able to install KA9Q AND get it working 
AND knew what it was for then. There 
is no readable documentation, and the 
actual development of this software over 
the past few years has been by commit¬ 
tee. After fooling with it for several 
days, we went to San Francisco and 
Tom Jennings coached us on the soft¬ 


ware, gave us his configuration on disk, 
and we STILL didn’t get much done 
with it. Though actually, we do have 
something up and running and play 
with this fascinating, if frustrating soft¬ 
ware to this day. 

But we recently came into posses¬ 
sion of a piece of software titled 
Chameleon from NetManage, Inc. of 
Cupertino California. It isn’t flawless, 
but it’s the first pass we’ve seen at a 
TCP/IP stack implementation and appli¬ 
cation suite for the Windows platform 
that is actually packaged for and instal¬ 
lable by humanoids. 

The basic premise of Chameleon is 
that you can put the TCP/IP stack in a 
Windows Dynamic Link Library (DLL). 
You can interface to the Internet either 
through a LAN card, if your LAN is con¬ 
nected to the Internet, or via modem 
SLIP dialup connection to an Internet 
host provider. Windows applications for 
ftp, telnet, mail, and so forth are 
designed to “plug in” to the 
WINSOCK.DLL and in fact, this Win¬ 
dows Sockets concept, borrowed from 
the Berkeley Sockets program interface 
in the UNIX world, has become some¬ 
thing of an embryonic standard. As a 
result, you can even plug in programs by 
other vendors into the Chameleon 
WINSOCK.DLL and in fact, we did use 
Chameleon with the NCSA MOSAIC for 
Windows application reviewed last issue. 

The package comes in an encourag¬ 
ingly small 6 X 8-inch plastic case. The 
installation and users guide is profes¬ 
sionally printed and not overwhelming 
at 150 pages. And the software itself 
comes on two 1.44 MB diskettes. 

There are some very foreign con¬ 
cepts you have to master to accomplish 
installation and you need some informa¬ 
tion before you even start. This may be 
a little discouraging, but it goes to the 
heart of how Internet Protocol is 
designed and you will face it if you do 
TCP/IP however you do it. You must 
know YOUR internet IP address in 
numeric form, and you must know your 
host’s internet IP address in numeric 
form. This will look something like 
156.27.1.51. This information must 
come from your host provider. You also 
need to know your host name and your 
domain name. Your host name is the 
UNIX name of your machine. It can be 
anything, but is typically less than 8 
characters. Your domain name is some¬ 
thing like @ boardwatch.com. 


You do have to develop a logon 
script. This is a simple set of 
send/expect sequences designed to dial 
up your host and login. Novices from 
the DOS world nearly always read too 
much into this, and attempt to get the 
script to do any number of things it 
doesn’t need to do. The only purpose of 
the script is to get past the system login 
and to the prompt where the host knows 
who you are and that you are doing a 
SLIP link. All operation past that is 
quite automatic and the script plays no 
role in it at all from that point. 

The documentation was quite 
obscure in the area of default gateway 
and domain name server address. The 
gateway is the IP address where you are 
connected to the Internet. Typically, if 
you get service from a host provider, you 
will have one IP address and your gate¬ 
way will have a very different one. 
There is a pretty serious glitch in the 
Chameleon software that doesn’t really 
accommodate this. Our gateway is actu¬ 
ally 128.138.213.20, and our assigned IP 
address is 192.94.50.96. This simply 
doesn’t work with Chameleon. We did 
find their customer support very helpful 
if not a fountain of information. They 
told us to change the default gateway to 
192.94.50.254 and we would be fine. 
We’re fine. A little confused, but fine. 

The domain name server address, 
though glossed over in the manual, is 
actually quite important £is well. If you 
W£mt to telnet or ftp to a site, you can 
enter the address as telnet 
198.211.187.1 for example. But nobody 
wants to do this. They would much 
rather telnet boardwatch.com using 
the domain name. This must be trans¬ 
lated to the numeric address in order to 
accomplish the connection. You can set 
up a local lookup table listing names and 
IP addresses. But then you must have 
the numeric address for every place you 
ever want to connect. If you designate a 
domain server address on your host, 
your system will simply send an inquiry 
to the name server asking for the IP 
address, and the server will send it back. 

The program does include a telnet 
application with VT terminal emulation, 
a TN 3270 terminal emulator for con¬ 
necting to IBM mainframes, file transfer 
protocol (FTP) client and server, elec¬ 
tronic mail, ping, whois, finger, and 
NEWTNEWS, a USENET news group 
reader. So with Chameleon, you have 
the basic toolkit necessary to play on the 
Internet in a pretty capable fashion. 
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Graphics 


Graphical User Interface for your Information Server/BBS 


Heleone to ArenaBBS 


TIRED 
of the same old 
ANSI menus? 


HEH USER INFO? 
Info Center 
Credit Center 
S toryLand 
Systen News 
Adoertisenents 
Sysop Feedback 
Account Edit 










Graphical user interfaces have been available on many different computer systems for years. 
But until now, you haven't been able to get a bulletin board system with a GUI unless you 
used a proprietary solution. Until now. WPscrip (Remote Imaging Protocol script language) is 
a published specification developed by TeleGrafix supported by over twenty-five leading 
vendors on the PC, Macintosh, and Umx platforms. Any on-line system that can display a text 
menu can use RIPserfp. Chances are that your favorite BBS has RIPsenp support built in. 

l^Mrazu is the entry level RIPsenp graphics creation package. Designed for 
recreational system operators and the telecommunicator, RlPdraw is perfect 
^ for creation of stunning on-line graphics at a low price ~~ $5$. • Special - $35 • 

RIPaint is a graphical drawing environment designed for creating menus and 
supplement or replace a host's existing menus. Integrated tools for 
creation of clickable buttons, creation and use of bitmap icons, and 
m optimization of files makes this a powerful tool for creating a graphical user 

interface for your system at an affordable price - $200. 

RIPscr/p Graphics are supported by these bulletin board systems: 

The Major BBS (Galacticomm) PC Board (Clark Development) Synchronet (Digital Dynamics) 
NovaLink Professional (ResNova) Remote Access (Wantree) TBBS/TDBS (eSoft) 

Osiris XLT (Inti TeleCom) Searchlight (Searchlight Software) Wildcat! (Mustang Software) 


Recipient of the 
1993 Dvorak/Zoom 
Telecomm un i cation s 
Award 


Dvorak/Zoom 


“Integrating 
Multimedia and 
Telecommunications 
Technologies”’^" 


COMMUNICATIONS INC. 
714/379-2131 Voice • 714/379-2132 Fax 
714/379-2133 BBS 


for Outstanding 
Advanced BBS 
Graphic Standard 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Award 


Copyright © 1993 TeleGrafix Communications, Inc. All rights reserved. RlPscrip, Remote Imaging Protocol, RIPaint, RlPdraw, and the TeleGrafix logo are trademarks of TeleGrafix Conununications, Inc. 
All other trademarks are property of their respective owners. All prices are in U.S. dollars. 




























































































The program does have some basic 
routing capabilities allowing you to be 
the gateway to other machines and sub¬ 
nets. It does not have quite the capabil¬ 
ity of KA9Q in this respect, but it does 
have it. 

The latest version also supports 
Point to Point Protocol (PPP) and 115 
kbps serial port connections. 

Overall, we found the program to be 
the most installable TCP/IP package 
we’ve tried, and the Windows interface 
for telnet, ftp, ping, etc. is good. That 
said, it is a program for power users, 
and the casually interested are not 
going to enjoy this. The company is 
extremely proud in pricing this product 
at $400 - a simply inexcusable pricing 
move for the function it fills. But if you 
want to play with SLIP TCP/IP, and 
have a reliable WINSOCK for other 
applications you may encounter for 
Internet use, it works well, and it is a 
much easier route to go than trying to 
figure out KA9Q by trial and error. 
NetManage, Inc., 20823 Stevens Creek 
Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95014; (408)973- 
7171 voice; (408)257-6405 fax 




When your remote 
Router, Modem, 
Gateway or. Access 
Server gets locked-up 
REBOOT IT using 
the Sentry Remote 
Power Manager. 

Sentry provides 
password secure 
power on/off REBOOT 
control to geographically 
distant network 
devices. 


Give Your Locked -Up 
Network Devices ilfha 


using the 


sentry Remote Power Manager 


Using an ANSI emulator, a 
network administrator, calls 
the sentry, enters a pass¬ 
word and receives an on 
screen menu. From the 
menu individual ports can 
be toggled “power-off or 


power-on” to reboot locked 
-up mission critical network 
devices. The Sentry sup¬ 
ports 4 companion power 
modules which control the 
AC power flow to each net¬ 
work device. 


$100 Discount For Qualified Sysops Only - Call 


800/835-1515 U.S. 408/745-0300 


Server Technology 

1288 HammenA^ood Ave. Sunnyvale, CA 


NetWare 


NATIONWIDE CHAT... 
LOCAL ACCESS DIALUP! 


Internet news and mail... 
telnet access via bbsnet.com 
Over 1 00,000 available files 
' On-line multi-player games 

• Local access dialups in 
major cities via PSI net 

' Statewide access in Rl and AAA 

Free 5-hour Trial! 

Unconditional 30 day, 
money back guarantee. 

Visa, MasterCard & 
American Express welcome. 


,,The^. ,, BBS 

Meeting House 

Rl (401) 848-2200 Boston (617) 492-3924 
300-9600 boucJ 8N1 Voice Help (401) 848-9525 


Announcing (Fracterm V 2.0) 

Is this the Holy Grail of Online Imaging? 

Check These Incredible New Features! 


• Users see formatted pages with 
multiple images, columns, fonts, 
using Imagen’s new RT Compress 
technology, in as little as ten seconds! 

• Internet callers use mouse-driven 
menus to view catalogs and publica¬ 
tions direct to their screens. 

• REAL TIMES works with UNIX, 
OS/2, mainframes, NT, DOS, you are 
not locked in to any host software, 
and can upgrade at will. 

• New image formats provided 
include JPEG, GIF, PCX, TIFF, 
TGA, BMP, WMF, WPG, DIB, EPS, 
DCX, PICT 

“When it comes to online viewing the best method I have seen is implemented by Imagen.” 

Jim Thompson, Boardwatch Magazine 

REAL TIMES^^ is freeware for your callers. Database images are displayed quickly and clearly, with 
associated files. REAL TIMES works with most BBS host software, and makes Internet nodes friendly. 
It’s a whole new medium-publications, real estate, art, travel, personnel, news services-that you can 
add without disrupting your established menus. See us at CeBIT ‘94! 

504-1168 Hamilton Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6B 2S2 INC. 

(604) 687-7511 V 687-7577Fax Demos BBS 687-1030 Internet Demo: imagen.be.ca 
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Don’t just break the walls. 

Face it. On line, everytime, you want terrific quality and ridiculously low cost. 
(Tossing in some incredible speed probably wouldn’t hurt, while you’re at it.) 

CRIS Delivers, at a velocity so fast you won’t even have time to blow your mind. 
Expand your universe. Break out of old molds and restrictions. See where your imagi¬ 
nation CAN TAKE YOU. ENJOY A REAL BC / AC (BEFORE CRIS / AFTER CRIS) EXPERIENCE. 

CRIS PROVIDES FULL INTEREST ACCESS. SENDING AND RECIEVING E-MAIL IS NOT A PROBLEM. 

BBS Direct, which allows you to connect directly to your favorite BBS’s, is available 
TO YOU. Teleconferencing is simple with CRIS. 

Inside CRIS are “tons” of multiplayer, real-time games. Or if you’d like to simply 
CHAT. Jump on. Cris is also an excellent idea for SYSOPS, since it allows users world¬ 
wide ACCESS TO YOU. WITH CRIS, THERE ARE NO BARRIERS. 




Blow’em away with CRIS! 

The price is more than right. $10.00 for five hours on CRIS. Additional time at 
$2.00 PER HOUR. BBS Direct is as low as an additional $2.00 per hour. Call today. 


Local Access 

... . 

Local Access 

• Call 1-800-877-5045 

cireA-S 

• Call 1-517-895-0510 

• Choose option number 5 

• Follow INSTRUCTIONS 

• Follow instructions to find your 


TO JOIN CRIS. 

LOCAL ACCESS NUMBER 


• Then get your local access number. 

• DIAL THAT NUMBER, AT CONNECTION TYPE @D, 

400 Forty-First Street 

• DIAL THAT NUMBER, AT CONNECTION TYPE @D, 

THEN PRESS ENTER, AFTER TERMINAL = PROMPT, 

Bay City, MI 48708 

THEN PRESS ENTER, AFTER TERMINAL = PROMPT, 

Press ENTER again, at the @ prompt. 

1-517-895-0500 (voice) 

Press ENTER again, at the @ prompt. 

TYPE C CRIS. 

1-517-895-0529 (fax) 

TYPE C CRIS. 

• Welcome to CRIS! 

E-mail SIMON & cris'com 

• Welcome to CRIS! 


1-800-745-CRIS 

















Internet UUCP Host List 


BBN Technology Services 

$2,890 year 

InfiNet 

$15-45 month 

NEARnet 

$1,000 registration fee 

Infinite Systems 

$15 month flat rate 

10 Moulton Street 


PO Box 02138 


Cambridge, MA 02138 


Columbus, OH 43202 


Voice# (617)873-8730 


Voice# (614)268-9941 


Fax# (617)873-5620 


BBS# (614)268-3639 


(internet) nearnet-join@nic.near.net 


(internet) info@infinet.com 


CICNet 


Inter Access 

$5 month 

2901 Hubbard Street 

$35 month 

9400 W. Foster Ave 

$2.20 hour 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48109 

$2.50 hour prime time 

Suite 111 

$50 registration 

Voice# (313)998-6103 

$2 hour non prime time 

Chicago, IL 60656 


Fax# (313)998-6105 

$175 registration 

Voice# (708) 671-0111 


(internet) info@cic.net 


Fax# (708) 671-0113 
(internet) info@interaccess.com 


Clark Internet Services 

$30 month 



10600 Route 108 

$264 annual 

Maestro Technologies 

$100 month 

Ellicott City, MD 21042 

$25 registration 

29 John St 

$125 setup 

Voice# (800)735-2258 


New York City, NY 10038 


(Maryland Relay Service) 


Voice# (212)240-9600 


Then Give the following 


BBS# (212)240-9700 


# (410)730-9764) 


(internet) staff@maestro.com 


Fax# (410)730-9765 

Data# (410)730-9786 


MCSNet 

$2.00 hour first 5 hours 

(internet) info@clark.net 


3217 N. Sheffield 

$1.00 thereafter in a 


Chicago, IL 60657 

calendar month 

CNS Internet Express 

$10 monthly minimum 

Voice# (312)248-UNIX 

$15.00 month minimum 

1155 Kelly Johnson Blvd. 

$2.75 hour 

Fax# (312)248-8649 

charge. $10.00/setup 

Suite 400 

$8.00 hour 800 service 

BBS# (312)248-0900 


Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

Voice# (719)592-1240 

$35.00 registration 

(internet) info@mcs.com 


(800)748-1200 


Merit/MichNet 

$35 month 

Fax# (719)592-1201 


2901 Hubbard Pod G 

$40 registration 

(internet) info@cscns.com 


Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 

Voice# (313)764-9430 


Colorado Supernet 

$3 hour 

Fax# (313)747-3185 


Colorado School of Mines 

$40 registration 

(internet) info@merit.edu 


1500 Illinois Street 

Golden, CO 80401 

$15 month minumum 

MIDnet 

$60 month 

Voice #(303)273-3471 


501 N Tenth Rm 124 

$150 registration 

Fax#(303)273-3475 


Lincoln, NB 68588 


(Internet) lnfo@csn.org 


Voice# (402)472-8971 

Fax# (402)472-8486 


Doyle Monroe Consultants 

Free Thirty day trial 

(internet) cfarnham@unl.edu 


267 Cox Street 

period. Variety of plans 



Hudson, MA 01749 

starting as low as $5 

MRNet 

$55 month 

Voice# (508)568-1618 

a month, wil never 

511 11th Ave South 

$150 registration 

Fax# (508)562-1133 

exceed $150 a month 

Box 212 


(internet) info@dmc.com 


Minneapolis, MN 55415 

Voice# (612)342-2570 


Holonet 

$6 month 

Fax# (612)344-1716 


46 Shattuck Square 

$2-4 hour 

(internet) dfazio@mr.net 


Suite 11 

Berkeley, CA 94704 

$50 registration 

NETCOM 

$25 month low volume 

Voice# (510)704-0160 


4000 Moorpark Avenue 

mail $45 month news & 

fax# (510)704-8019 


Suite 209 

mail feed. $60 month 

(internet) info@holonet.net 


San Jose, CA 95117 

Telnet & FTP $50 


Voice# (408)554-8649 

registration 

IDS World Network 

$15 month 

Fax# (408)241-9145 


3 Franklin Rd 

$80 6 months 

(internet) info@netcom.com 


East Greenwich, Rl 02818 

Voice# (401)885-6855 

Fax# N/A 

(internet) info@;ds.com 

$150 year 
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Internet UUCP Host List 


PANIX 

$2 hour 

The Well 

$35 month 

Voice# (212)787-6160 

$10 month for a user 

27 Gate 5 Road 

$1 hour 

(internet) info@panix.com 

account 

Sausalito, CA 94965 

$50 registration 



Voice# (415)332-4335 


PREPnet 

$1,000 year 

Fax# (415)332-1669 


305 S Craig Street 

$325 registration 

(internet) info@well.sf.ca.us 


2nd Floor 

$40 month maintenance fee 



Pittsburgh, PA 15213 


UUNET Technologies 

$36 month 

Voice# (412)268-7870 


3110 fairview park drive 

$2.60-5.60 hour 

Fax# (412)268-7875 


falls Church, VA 22042 


(internet) twb+@ andrew.cmu.edu 


Voice# (800)488-6384 




fax# (703)204-8001 


RAIN 

$50 month 

(internet) info@uunet.uu.net 


Box 2683 

$200 registration 



Santa Barbara, CA 93120 


XNet 

$1 hour 

Voice# (805)899-8610 


PO Box 1511 

$5 month minimum 

fax# (805)568-2299 


Lisle, IL 60532 


Data# (805)899-8600 


Voice# (708)983-6064 


(internet) rain@rain.org 


BBS# (708)983-6435 




(internet) info@xnet.com 


Spectrum Online Systems Inc 

$1 hour 



Jim Welch 

$125 monthly cap 

ZONE 1 Network Exchange 

$5 hour 

2860 S Circle Dr 

no setup fee 

Robert Forsythe 


Suite 2202 


5800 Arlington Ave 


Colorado Springs, CO 80906 


Riverdale, NY 10471 


Voice# (719)576-6845 


Voice# (718) 549-8078 


(internet) jimw@sosi.com 


Fax# (718) 884-7998 




(internet) info@zone.net 




HoloNet Plugs You Into The Internet! 


For The Individual: 

HoloNet Provides FULL Internet Access 

• Internet e-mail • Internet Relay Chat (IRC) 

•USENET conferences ‘Archie & Gopher 

•FTP ‘Telnet 

HoloNet is a local call in over 850 cities nationwide. 

Modem to 1-800-NET-HOLO (8N1) to find the access number 
closest to you and HoloNet rates. 

HoloNet membership is $6.00 a month plus hourly connect 
charges, which can be as low as $2.00 an hour! 

1200-14400 bps modems supported. 

Try HoloNet for yourself and find out what the Internet is all 
about. For a free demo modem to 510-704-1058 (8N1) 

For more information on HoloNet 
call 510-704-0160 (voice) 
or 

send e-mail to info@holonet.net , , f,.ninf.-.«.cc8ssiech™i.gi«,inc. 

Internet for: FirstClass, Major BBS, PC Board, Remote Access, RoboBoard, Searchlight, TBBS, Wildcat! and more! 

HoloNet is a servicemark of Information Access Technologies, Inc. • 46 Shattuck Square, Suite 11 • Berkeley, CA 94704 • voice 510-704-0160 • © 1994 Information Access Technologies, Inc. 

PirstCliLss, Major BBS, PC Board, Remote Access, RoboBoard, Searchlight, TBBS, Wildcat! are registered trademarks of their respective owners. 


For Your BBS: 

HoloNet Provides Internet E-mail, USENET 
Conferences And A Custom Domain Name 

For a one-time setup fee of $75.00, you can add UUCP and 
domain name service (DNS) to your HoloNet account. 

UUCP service gives your BBS users access to Internet e-mail 
and USENET conferences. UUCP service can be set-up as 
soon as the next business day! 

Domain name service (DNS) gives your board a custom 
Internet address similar to “something.com”. Domain 
names take up to 2 weeks to be registered. 

An individual HoloNet account is required before adding 
UUCP and DNS service. All regular HoloNet rates apply. 
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Takin' it on the Road 


TAKIN’ IT ON THE ROAD 

or 

Surviving the Trauma of 
Traveling with your Laptop 

By Jim Thompson 
Western News Service 

E ven under the best of circum¬ 
stances, working in remote loca¬ 
tions offers a number of prob¬ 
lems and limitations. Who hasn’t suf¬ 
fered headaches, and often heartaches, 
when trying to make a presentation, 
get a locked-up computer back at the 
office running properly or connect a 
modem to a telephone line or instru¬ 
ment that is as foreign as the country 
you are visiting. 

There are as many frustrating tedes 
of computer problems on the road as 
there are laptops. Here are a few items 
that I use and that should help you 
over almost any rough spot you may 
encounter. 


AVERKEY PLUS SOUND 

I f you are looking for a low-cost, yet 
effective system for multi-media 
presentations, ADDA Technolo¬ 
gies, Inc. may have just what you 
need. Their AVerKey Series of prod¬ 
ucts provide a portable solution to 
flicker-free conversion of computer 
graphics to video. This conversion 
allows you to display your computer’s 
output on any television or video moni¬ 
tor. 

Two versions of the AVerKey prod¬ 
ucts are available, the standard model, 
which allows for video conversion only 
and the AVerKey Plus Sound model, 
which adds high quality sound to your 
portable multimedia mix. 

AVerKey takes the digital signal 
from the VGA output of a computer 
video board and transforms it into an 
analog signal that can be understood 
and interpreted by a television or video 
monitor. 

AVerKey supports resolutions up to 
VGA (640x480) and 16.7 million colors. 
The resolution and quality of any video 
image is limited to the NTSC video 


standard. “This standard allows for no 
more than approximately 640x480 
sampleable points in video. So, basical¬ 
ly, this is the highest resolution you 
will get from any video,” says Arthur 
Pait, Assistant Manager, Sales and 
Marketing for ADDA Technologies, 
Inc. 

Actually, there is much more to the 
story of quality when it comes to video. 
It is not just resolution that makes an 
image look good, it is also in pallet 
depth. An image on television can 
appear to be clear and crisp even 
though it is actually not of a very high 
resolution. Typically, a television pic¬ 
ture is only about 300 lines of resolu¬ 
tion (in the US the optimum scan reso¬ 
lution for broadcast television is 525 
lines). 

To the human eye, this “low quali¬ 
ty” image looks good because of the 
pallet depth or variety and richness of 
the colors. In other words, it is the 
depth of colors that give the image its 
rich appearance. AVerKey’s ability to 
display up to 16.7 million colors gives 
computer images a very rich look. 

This small unit (6.3”x4.3”xl.5” or 
about the size of two cigarette packs 
laid side-to-side) also has both video 
and VGA output ports allowing for the 
simultaneous display on both a com¬ 
puter monitor and a television screen. 
For video display you can choose 
between an RCA-type video jack 
(NTSC Composite Video) and an S- 
video (4-pin mini-DIN Jack) connector. 

The VGA input and output ports 
are standard VGA Hi-density DB-15 
connectors, which allow this unit to be 
used with either a PC or a Macintosh 
computer. Mac support includes: LCII, 
LCIII, Centris 610, 650, 680, Quadra 
700, 800, 900, 950 and Powerbooks 
160(c) and 180(c). 

The sound portion of AVerKey Plus 
Sound features a Microphone or line 
input (8/16 data bit format) a built-in 
speaker, audio jacks for external high 
fidelity speakers and a master volume 
control. There are also volume adjust¬ 
ments for the left/right channels, the 
microphone/line input. Wave format 
and FM synthesizer via software con¬ 
trols. 



Jim Thompson 
and his Hat "Marlboro" 

The bundled sound software allows 
you to record, compress and playback 
your own custom messages, music or 
sounds. It supports voice annotations 
in Windows 3.1 applications and MPC 
Wave file formats. 

A few other cute applications are 
also included. There is an audio 
reminder with a number of alarms and 
voice messages. A stop watch which 
emits an audible “click” as the seconds 
pass and then announces the elapsed 
time when it is stopped. There is also a 
neat talking clock and a talking calcu¬ 
lator. 

Also bundled with AVerKey is 
Action!, an excellent presentation soft¬ 
ware package from Macromedia. 
Action! allows for the integration of 
still images, text, sound and video into 
one multimedia presentation. This is a 
very powerful presentation tool. The 
inclusion of this product is one more 
reason why AVerKey is an excellent 
buy. 

Using and installing AVerKey 
couldn’t be easier — plug one end of 
the supplied video cable to your VGA 
card and the other into AVerKey. The 
video cable runs from AVerKey to the 
television or video monitor. For sound, 
a cable runs from the parallel port to 
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AVer Key. Output jacks allow for the 
attachment of external speakers. 

The included software gives you a 
certain degree of control over the tele¬ 
vision image, including over/under 
scan. You will probably want to install 
this software, but it is not absolutely 
necessary. Even without software it 
works just fine. 

The one flaw in an otherwise excel¬ 
lent product is that the unit does not 
run on batteries. This is a serious limi¬ 
tation to a product that is intended for 
field use. You will need to carry along 
an AC power adapter and an extension 
cord, all of which adds extra weight, . 

The package includes the AVerKey, 
software and all necessary cables (RCA 
video, RCA audio, S-video, VGA and 
parallel cables). 

This is an excellent solution to the 
problem of demonstrating your BBS to 
a group. 


REMOTE POWER ON/OFF 

E ven the best BBS or remote con¬ 
trol software won’t help you if 
you forgot to power on your 
computer or if the software crashes. 
Server Technology, Inc., offers an 
excellent solution for such problems. 
Remote Power On/Off detects an 
incoming telephone call and turns on 
the power to your computer. You can 
even set the unit to turn off the power 
when you are finished. 

The device can be set to answer 
after 1, 6, or 12 rings. There is even a 
“Reboot Mode” which allows for 
rebooting a locked-up computer, work¬ 
station or server. In this mode, if a 
lock-up occurs, just call in and let the 
phone ring a pre-set number of times 
(one or eight rings) and then hang-up. 
After detecting the hang-up, power to 
the work station is turned off. Power is 
re-supplied after a short delay allowing 
operations to return to normal. 

A feature called “on hook delay 
time” determines the length of time 
between termination of a call and the 
powering off of the computer. The 
delay time can be set to 2, 15 or 60 
minutes making it perfect for applica¬ 


tions that are configured for call-back 
operations. 

Remote Power On/Off also provides 
an AUX port mode which allows a 
modem to share a single phone line 
with an answer machine or fax 
machine. 

One of the major advantages to 
Remote Power On/Off is the amount of 
money it can save you over the course 
of a year. “It costs about $150 to run a 
PC 24-hours-a-day for a year. Our 
product can not only save wear-and- 
tear on your machine but save you 
money as well,” says Carrel Ewing, 
President of Server Technology, Inc. 

The company also markets a prod¬ 
uct called Sentry Remote power Man¬ 
ager. This password protected unit can 
control up to four remote power 
sources. With this flexibility, a network 
manager has the ability to perform 
secure re-boot operations, remotely. 

The operation is simple and 
straightforward. After being verified 
by the Sentry, the caller is presented 
with a “power control screen.” 
Through this interface, one can indi¬ 
vidually control the AC power flow to 
four computers or work stations. If an 



Remote Power On/Off Package 
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error condition is detected, a re-boot 
signal can be sent to the individual 
machine. 

Remote Power On/Off comes bun¬ 
dled with pcANYWHERE for Windows 
from Symantec Corporation. 

According to Carrell Ewing, the 
compemy is also offering a special dis¬ 
count on all their products to Sysops. 
For more details ceJI Server Technolo¬ 
gy, Inc. 

These are both excellent products 
which provide not only a savings in 
power consumption but also a good 
deal of peace-of-mind. 

MAKING THE CONNECTION 

M aking connections on the road 
is not always easy. Who hasn’t 
had to resort to unplugging 
telephones, creative use of alligator 


connectors, and even moving furniture 
and unscrewing wall jacks to get to the 
telephone line so a modem connection 
can be made. Here are two products 
that may eliminate most of the prob¬ 
lems and provide protection for your 
expensive equipment. 

TELE-TRAVELKIT 

INTERNATIONAL 

W hen it comes to making a con¬ 
nection to virtually any phone 
system, even in the most far- 
flung corners of the world, there is no 
better package than the Road Warrior 
Tele-TravelKit International from 
Computer Products Plus. 

This is one of the greatest collec¬ 
tions of gadgets and connectors I have 
ever seen. Inside the neat zippered 
case is a treasure trove of “wish-you- 
had it” items that will make it possible 


to connect your laptop to even the 
most exotic telephone line. 

The included Telecoupler II high 
speed modem coupler is the best such 
device I have found. This 9.2 ounce 
gadget attaches to most any telephone 
handset with a velcro strap. The 
attached cable plugs into your modem 
or fax machine allowing for transfer 
speeds of up to 14,400 bps. 

Power to the unit is supplied by a 
9-volt battery which, under normal 
use, will last for nearly 50 hours. A 
LED (light emitting diode) alerts you 
when the battery is getting low. 

Rubber cups on each end of the 
Telecoupler II mate with the earpiece 
and mouthpiece of the handset. The 
movable cups seem to match up with 
any style of telephone. There is even a 
special adapter for attaching to the 
small triangular shape of an AT&T 
Merlin telephone. The small rubber 



The Road Warrior Tele-TravelKit International 


70 Boardwatch - February 1994 










pads on the back of the coupler reduce 
vibration and help filter out extrane¬ 
ous noise. A built-in level switch allows 
the Telecoupler II to adapt to varying 
line conditions. 

If the signal level of the line is too 
low or too high, there is a level switch 
which will increase or decrease volume 
to and from your fax machine or 
modem. 

In addition to the acoustic coupler, 
The Tele-TravelKit International 
includes a printer cable, modular line 
cord, and power plug adapters for the 
U.S., Great Britain, Africa, Hong 
Kong, Europe, Middle East, South 
America and Australia. You will also 
find telephone adapters for France, 
German “N” and “F” types, Holland, 
Sweden and the United Kingdom. 

Computer Products Plus also 
includes a number of US telephone 
adapters (remember the old four-prong 
plugs?) that will have you hooked into 
any phone system you are likely to 
encounter. You will even find a screw¬ 
driver and a magnifier/flashlight in the 
convenient travel case. 

If you do any traveling out of the 
country, and expect to use your laptop, 
you definitely need the Tele-TravelKit 
International. 


KONEXX KONNECTOR 
MODEL 112 

T his device from Unlimited Sys¬ 
tems Corporation, Inc. lets you 
easily connect your computer 
modem or fax machine to digital, PBX, 
multiline or hotel telephone system. 

The KONEXX Model 112 connects 
to the handset jack on the telephone. 
It’s simple to use, just unplug the 
handset and plug in the Model 112. 
The handset is plugged into the 
KONEXX which also provides a stan¬ 
dard RJ-11 jack for your modem and 
auto switching between voice and data. 

The device, which is about the size 
of a package of cigarettes, is simple to 
use and works with just about every 
telephone system you are likely to 
encounter in the U.S. A four-position 
shde switch compensates for volume dif¬ 
ferences encountered with various tele¬ 
phone and PBX systems. A 9-volt bat¬ 
tery powers the unit for up to 30 hours. 


SUPER 



Coming Soon! 

Contact Pete White 
@ 


OW and ^sociotes 


yoke (SOS) 42U227 \Doltt Um (SOS) 429^3SS\Fax (SOS) 429-3SS9 


The KONEXX Model 112 provides 
connections up to 19.2 Kkps. Such high 
speeds, however, will only be achieved 
if the line is clear. Tests at various 
hotel rooms yielded mixed results. In 
some cases, I had no problems with a 
14,400 bps connection, in other cases, I 
had to drop the speed all the way down 
to 1200 baud to get a noise-free con¬ 


nection. But this was a problem with 
the quality of the line and telephone 
system not the KONEXX unit. 

Aside from convenience, the best 
reason for buying The KONEXX 112 
or an acoustic coupler is the protection 
factor. “We get calls every day from 
people who plug their modems into a 



Konexx Konnector Model 112 
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PBX system in either a hotel or office 
only to find that their modem was 
burned out,” says Howard Gutzman 
Vice President of Unlimited Systems 
Corporation, Inc. 

“The reason for the burn outs is 
that the PBX system supplies the volt¬ 
age for the telephone. Often the cur¬ 
rent from this system is too powerful 
and burns out the modem coil,” adds 
Gutzman. 

With modems costing up to $600, a 
burn out can be costly. 

[Jim Thompson is Managing Editor of 
Western News Service in Los Angeles, 
California. He also manages the Marl¬ 
boro Racing News BBS. CompuServe: 
72777,2677; MCI Mail: 321-4127 - Edi¬ 
tor] 


CONTACTS: 

AVERKEY 

ADDA Technologies, Inc. 

48501 Warm Springs Blvd. 

Suite 109 

Fremont, California 94539 
(800) 863-ADDA 
(510) 770-9899 

COST: AVerKey Plus Sound: $449 
AVerKey: $299 (Same as AVerKey but 
without sound capabilities) 

(Both Units include all needed cables and 
connectors) 

REMOTE POWER ON/OFF 

Server Technology, Inc. 

1288 Hammerwood Avenue 
Sunnyvale, CA 94089 
(800) 835-1515 
(408) 745-0300 

COST: Remote Power On/OFF with AUX: 
$169.00 

Remote Power On/Off (Mac version): 
$199.95 

Sentry Remote Power Manager: 
$349.99 

TELE-TRAVELKIT 

INTERNATIONAL 

16351 Gothard Street 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
(800) 274-4277 
(714) 847-1799 
COST: $279.95 

KONEXX CONNECTOR MODEL 112 

Computer Products plus 
Unlimited Systems Corporation, Inc. 
8586 Miramar Place 
San Diego, CA 92121 
(619) 622-1400 

COST: $149 (Includes 9-volt battery and 
AC-Adapter) 


1 INTERNET EMAIL BUNDLEl 

1 ENHANCED FILE SYSTEM 1 

TBBS 16-LlNE STARTER 1 

BOCABoard BB2016 
(multiport serial board) 
16 RJ45-DB25 Cable 
(connects to modem) 

$439.95! 

FTSPRO 

(file transfer system) 
RFS 

(remote file system) 

$179.95! 

TBBS 2.2M IBLine 
TDBS 1.2M IBLine 
IGPort BOCABoard 
RJ45-DB25 Cables 

$1699.95 

1 TBBS OPTIONS 1 

1 BBS READY CDs 

1 ACCESSORIES 

QSO.$ 99.00 

TIMS.$ 119.00 

INTERCHANGE..$ 119.00 

SYSOM.$ 99.00 

RIPKIT.$ 25.00 

NET MAIL UT1L..$ 39.00 

Digital Dreams 11$ 29.95 
Shareware 9311..$ 29.95 
Software Vault.... $ 24.95 
OS/21nABox....$ 27.95 
So Much Modem.$ 29.95 
CD Caddies.$ 4.75 

Copylt!lI(NEW!)$ 129.00 

RlPaint.$ 180.95 

PIMP.$ 239.95 

RJ45-DB25 Cbl...$ 10.00 

BULLETS.$ 59.00 

PIONEER 602X...$ 849.95 


VISA - IVIASTERCARD - CARTE BLANCHE DINERS CLUB 


Watch For Our New And Expanded Product Line Coming Soon 
Call Today To Enter Our Weekly Drawing For A BBS Ready CD! 


Sales And Demonstration System (215) 638T299 

VOICE - (215) 638-1424 FAX - (215) 244-9214 I 


THE TBBS SUPERSTORE!, 


MODERN BBS DEVE^lXpPMENT 



FREE ACCESS 

Never a charge! Never a charge! 


Dial into America’s newest 
and hottest BBS. 

Totally unbeatable one-on-one 
and partyline action. 

62 lines! Major BBS V6.0 
Exciting graphics and the best 
downloads anywhere. 

Also mega shareware files, 
multi-user games, sizzling gif files 
and hot message forms. 

Make your modem smoke! 

Call Now! 


1 - 715 - 758-1 
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PCBoard 

Sysops! 

Now your callers can read USA 
Today online each morning with 
the... 

USA Today Door 
for PCBoard 



rotm Upa«.te Copyri^ Friday, iNKxnito 18. 1982 

?>Help TODftV'S DEBATE --DOCTOR-ASSISTED SUICIDE 
i>uit Bonus “ Taiwan undergpes huge growth 

USA Tod^y Online Reader CoS.00) Copyrig^ 1992 Gary U. Funk 


3 


Aduertising 

Banking & Economy 

Business Law 

Energy 

Health 

Insurance 

International Mews 
Mews 

Personal Inuesting 
Real Estate 
Sports 
>Technology 
Telecommunications 
Trauel 

Trends & Marketing 
Issues & Debate 
Bonus 
Weather 


GM. FORD. CHRYSLER FORM UEMTURE 
IBM AHEAD OF SCHEDULE 
UOICE TECH SALES GROWIMG 
IMTEL IS DM THE MOUE 
MCAFEE REMOUES UIRUS 
IMCLOME TEAMS WITH ABBOTT 
MOTOROLA AWARDS SEIKO 
IMFUSIOM DEUICE HAS FOUR'LIMES 
lUR SALES TO GROW 
SVSTEMS BECOMIMG UMIFIED 
EFFICIEMCV CAM CUT WORKERS 


Alt-Z for Help I AMSI-BBS I 38400 MSI FDX | 


Online 00:01 


Beautiful full color ANSI screens allow callers easy cursor control selection of topical categories and individual 
stories. Colorized text is easy to read. This easy to install door makes your BBS look professional and current 
with a major daily newspaper online each morning. Supports both ANSI and ASCII callers. Written specifically 
for PCBoard. Now you can easily display this popular online text service. 




Too see the USA Today Door for PCBoard online, dial the Aquila PCBoard BBS a \ : (^9ff_Q20-83 44 


To order the USA Today Door for PCBoard 
at just $99, contact Gary Funk, 
Boardwatch Magazine, (303) 973-6038 


Ev«flt Itorlaim BBS • Multiniwlia En^ 

64 Lines - All Hayes V.FC 28.8 kbps - A revolution in on-line entertainment 

Provocative Adult Software, Tantalizing, Sizzling 


Explore the Universe with Voyager III - SuperVGA Astronomy Series 

386/486 systems • Download option modules to BUILD YOUR SPACESHIP TODAY! 
Supports Soundblaster, VESA Video, Mouse, EMS, SuperVGA, Option Module 


BBS NUMBERS 

64 Lines 14.4k v32bis 8/n/l 

• 800466^336 - USA 

• 503497-7700 • Anywhere 

• COMPUSERVE - World Wide 

Call us direct via CompuServe 
Membership not required 

USA Mainland host name (EVENT) 
INTERNATIONAL host name (EVENTI) 


On-Line for 10 years 
Most Successful BBS 

As featured on TV: 

"A Current Affair" "Computer Chronicles" 
"CBS NEWS", "CNN 
and read in 

TIME Magazine, Boardwatch, 

New Age Media, Cybersex, Newsweek 
to name a few 


ENDLESS ON-LINE ENTERTAINMENT 

SuperVGA 1024x768x256 
Movies at 30/fps SVGA! 

Video for Windows/AVI/GRASP/FLI/FLC 

COLOR MOVIES SUPPORTING 

VGA/SVGA/FLI/FLC/SOUNDBLASTER/MOUSE/RAM/EMS 
RIP Graphics - The BEST GAMES ON-LINE 
The Center of Infinity Escape From Languor 

The Black Hole Playground Easy User Interface 

Journey Through the Universe Home of the "MaxiPic" 


CHAT LINES O LIVE ADULT NATIONAL LINKO MASSIVE COLLHTION ORIGINAL IMAGBS 
AND SOFTWARE....30,000 USERS 

Asfroitomy O Huge Adult Area Q Steak Graspo Animator 3Dg, GamesOUtilities 
and image Converters 

EVENT HORIZONS BBS Must be 21 to download adult areas. No Modem? Order our Mail Image Library with samples $9. Worldwide shipment. Info. 
Voice Line (503) 697-7700, Credit Cords Accepted, Some Day Shipment. EVENT HORIZONS, INC, 311 Ave. B, Suite. 209, Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034 
Voice:(800) 536-7700 or (503) 697-7700 for Info. _ 


LtNimS 

Phase III BBS - FREE ACCESS to ALL - 64 LINES 

All lines 1200 bps to 14.4K bps V.32bis 
All Sysops Welcome - Special BBS Sysop 
Packages - Dealerships - Associations - Lists - 
More TDBS Programs - Games - Utilities - Live 
National Chat Systems - RIP Support - 
Free Downloads 
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"It’s l^^book - it stays on MY desk, and the rest of you guys keep 
your cotton pickin hands off it." 

That’s how it started. The fight ended with a copy of Tom Glover’s Pocket PCRef on EVERYBODY’S desk at Boardwatch, but 
they still tended to "travel" a bit. So we decided to order a few CASES of them and offer them to our readers. 

Why did this little book cause such a stir? First, it has a very simple thing going for it. It’s a little bitty book - pocket sized. 

We don’t actually carry them around in our pocket ,but it can sit on the desk without taking much space ,you can drop it into a 
briefcase and again, it’s almost not there. But authors Tom Glover and Millie Young have piled more tabular information on 
personal computers into this little book than anything like it we’ve found. It’s the kind of information you only need once in 
awhile (couple times daily around here), but when you need it - you need it pretty badly - and preferably without a search 
through the lost ruins of Egypt in the back room. In 496 pages - 

DOS Command reference - all of them through version 6.0 - some 200pages. 

DOS History - release dates, file sizes, the works. 

PC Industry Phone Book - a little over 3500 telephone numbers of companies prominent in the personal computer 
industry. That gets thumbed a bit. 

Hard Disk Configuration Data - ever lose your CMOS? You*re hard disk disappears. All your data is there, and you 
can easily get it back, if you can Just remember how many heads, how many cylinders, how many sectors per track, 
a little info on the landing zone, etc. Rub a lump. This little book lists 2300 different drives with exactly the info you 
need to get back up in seconds. 

* Hayes AT modem command set - all of it. 

* Keyboard scan codes - all of them. 

Port and Cable pinouts for parallel printers 

* Hardware Interrupts and I/O maps. 

® Software Interrupts 

■ ASCH/Decimal/Hex/EBCIDIC 

* PC Memory Map 
® Address Maps 

■ Printer and Plotter control codes - HPGL, HP PCL5, 

Epson LQ860 - dozens of others. 

* Error codes 

* DMA Channels 

® Video Scan Frequencies 

™ Pinouts for everything in your PC. 

Plus proc^ct support bulletin board lists and in this 3rd addition, we talked them into including the Boardwatch Maeazine 
Readers Choice top 100 Bulletin Board list. This isn’t light reading, it’s not a "how-to" book. It’s a little (3.2 X 5.4 X 0.6) 
relerenp book with hundreds of little tables of information, phone numbers, and conversion tables. The kind of information 
you only need when you need it, and then you usually can’t find it - or if you can, it’s buried in some monster manual full of 
somebodies theory of how the computer industry ought to be. With this midget lookup book, you can quickly lookup the thing 
you need to know now. Send me $15.95 - I’ll send you one of your own. And yeah, I suppose you could carry it around in 
your pocket if you want. ^ » i-r- / / 



RicAa/id 


Call 1-800-933-6038 for MC/Visa or 
Boardwatch Magazine 
Pocket PCRef 

8500 West Bowles Ave, Suite 210 
Littleton, CO 80123 


or FAX Your Order to: 
(303) 973-3731 



JM 

EMSmi 
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Take a close look and you'll see why so many sysops are switching to the Synchronet Multinode Bulletin Board System. For one, message net¬ 
working is secondnature for Synchronet Not only doesSynchronetsupportFidoNet,QWK,andPostLink (RIME) messagenet- 
works, but networkconsiderationsareintegratedintoeveiy aspect ofthe BBS. Synchronefs hierarchical message and file 
areas are the perfect organizational solution for today's multi-network message and CD-ROM file areas. Synchronet has 
many built in features that other packages either don't offer or require an add on, such as multichannel and private key by 
key chat, offline reader features, and multiuser CD-ROM support. First time operators appreciate Synchronefs elegant 
menu driven configuration, while experienced sysops revel in its wealth of options and flexibility. The list goes on and on. 

But don't take our word for it, checkout the competition first. With Synchronet, you won't need three wishes. 


Feature and Price Comparison for an 8 node BBS on a single486PC 


Node license 
Multitasker 
8 port I/O 
Multinode chat 
Multichannel chat 
Private key by key chat 
Offline reader support 
OWK nehvorking 
RdoNet impoft/export 
Send/receive NetMall 
PpstLink (RIME) support 
RiPscrip GUI support 
Noveli/DOS LAN support 
976/900 billing support 
Real-time node actmty alerts 
Enhanced CD-ROM support 
Multiuser SDK 
Incoming FAX support 
Chat between doors 
Bidirectional file transfers 
Multiple user command sets 
Supports DOS doors 
Hierarchical msg & file areas 
External transfer protocols 
Total price 

Prices cionot include CPUcff modems. Features and prices ccanpiled frcan vendorsuppUedinf<aTOation2/93, are subject to change without ncAification. Wildcat! IM,PCBoard/M, MajorBBS, TBBS, Q WK, FidoNet, 
Po^Link, RME, RiPscrip, Novell, and DOS are trademarks or their respective companies. Commercial or Shareware Toss/Scan utilities are required for some message network technologies. 
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$508 
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$699 

$1799 

$1635 

$1282 

$1494 
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Why doesn't Synchronet have a special "multi- 
port" version? Because Synchronet was de¬ 
signed from the ground up as a high-speed 
multinode BBS capable of running up to 10 
nodes on a single 486. It's advanced inter¬ 
rupt driven output design combined with 
DESQview optimizations maximize 
CPU utihzation, allowing Synchronet 
to out perform other systems running 
special "multiport" versions on expen¬ 
sive coprocessed I/O cards. For performance, 
features, and value, nobody beats Synchronet. 


^Digital Dynamics^ 

P.O. Box 501 Yorba Unda, CA 92686 

(714) 529-6328 voice (714) 529-9721 FAX 




^ 1 

^ Multinode Bulletin Boaid System Software 


Undeniable Value 


2 Node License 
4 Node License 
16 Node License 
250 Node License 
Multiuser SDK 

Node license upgrades are available for the difference plus 10% 
Minor revision upgrades can be downloaded free of charge. 




Download the Free demo version: 

(714) 529-9525 2400bps (714) 529-5313 9600+bps v.32 

(714) 529-9721 9600+bps ZyXel (714) 529-9547 9600+bps HST 





Aren’t you glad you waited? 

We had one goal for QmodemPro for Windows. To make dialing into Bulletin Board Systems easier, not 
harder under Windows. QmodemPro for Windows achieves this goal. 

QmodemPro for Windows is the newest member of the Qmodem family, designed to make the most of 
today's most popular operating environment: Microsoft Windows. QmodemPro for Windows takes care of 
your data and fax communication needs, in one integrated package. 

[X] 



il'I'I'llfll'IH'll ii/i 


tiic tdn thonebuuk f Uf‘vi( e lerminal Options Help [ 



11 


■fflBSSSMHHBI 


Elle Edit View HpI[i 


|. - ^ / X / / 





Send and receive Faxes with your Fax 
modem. 

0 Transfer files with a full slate of 

protocols including Zmodem, Kermit 
and CIS B+. 

0 More than 30 terminal emulations, 
plus macros and programmable keys. 

0 Over 1 70 of the most popular mo¬ 
dems are supported, along with LAN 
modem sharing devices. 

0 Includes RIPscrip graphic support in a 
true Windows environment. 

QmodemPro for Windows is the only 
Windows communication program that 
was designed from the ground up to meet 
the needs of the active BBS caller. The all- 
new compiled script language gives you a 
level of power and control that rivals many 
standalone development packages. 

Automatic viewing of GIF and BMP files, 
even CompuServe weather maps, as you 
download. Comprehensive manuals and 
on-line help for real communication users, 
from beginners to experts. 

Simple enough for a beginner to use, QmodemPro for Windows is flexible enough to meet the needs of the most sophisti¬ 
cated modem user. You can set up a mini-BBS (Bulletin Board System) using the QmodemPro Host. Or you can write 
programs of your own which interact with QmodemPro for Windows, using its built-in scripting language. 

QmodemPro for Windows is on sale now through Software, Etc., a national retail chain, and mail order outlets nation 
wide. Special upgrade pricing available to current MSI customers — reserve your copy today by calling our toll-free 
QmodemPro for Windows order hotline. 

What are you waiting for? 

Got a question? Call us toll free at 

800 - 807-2874 

P.O. Box 2264, Bakersfield, CA 93303 • Office: 805-873-2500 • Fax: (805) 873-2599 • BBS (805) 873-2400 
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Digital 

Publishing 

Company 


4000 Shareware 
Programs For 
Less Than a 
Penney Each?! 

Shareware should always be 
supported by paying for what 
you use. But let’s face it, what 
an affordable way to browse. 

All programs are 1992/93 
vintage. 

As for browsing, we beUeve 
we‘ve got the best front end, 
search and retrieval engine 
available on a disc. 

So call us to order now. 

1 - 800 - 279-6099 


6000+ Shareware 
Programs for 
About a Penney 
Each! 

WCG 3b, the Optical BBS, 
formerly Wildcat! Gold, has 
over 200 categories of 1992, 
1993 shareware (640mb). 
Ideal for use by Wildcat BBS 
operators, with over 400 
Wildcat utihties. 

Subscribe and save 35%. 

So call us to order now. 

1 - 800 - 279-6099 


Have Your Own 
Read-To-Use 
BBS At Your 
Fingertips! 

This disc has the shareware 
version of the Wildcat! BBS, and 
contains over 5,500 shareware 
programs for your business, 
entertainmanet and household 
needs. Priced to move. 

Easv to use interface. 


So call us to order now at. 

1 - 800 - 279-6099 


Digitiil 

lAiblishiiig 

l(]<)inpiuiy 



Finally powerful access to your database files... Onlinel 

dB Online is the first database door to execute any 
existing dBASE iil+ source code (.PRG) in an online 
environment. Check out its features: 


0 Runs native dBASE 111+ code without dBASE 111+ 

0 Fuli network and multiuser compatible 
0 Clean recovery from loss of carrier and timeouts 
0 Accesses dBASE III+/IV, Clipper and FoxPro database, 
index and memo files 

0 Runs with PCBoard, RemoteAccess, Wildcat!, Searchlight, 
Maximus, Roboboard, and many more... 

0 Stand Aione version does not require BBS software 
0 Works with COM 1-8, FOSSIL, and Digiboard, Arnet, 
Stargate smart I/O cards 
0 RIP and ANSI compatible 



Hc/U^ 


Systems 


613 - 236-1138 

Fax/BBS 613-236-1481 

info(2)merlin-systems.on.ca 


alias l^emote |maging Qroup 


Satellite Image Consulting 

Jeff Wallach Pb.D., President 
P.O. Box 117088, Carrollton Texas 
75011-7088 


mm 




The DRIG BBS is the premier source of 
information on Satellite Tracking, Satellite 
Imagery, Telemetry Analysis, Tracking Programs, 
Satellite Databoses, NASA, Space Communications 
AND MORE! 

Over 7 GIGABYTES of files related to 
Astronomy, Remote Imaging, Amateur 
Radio, Digital Image/Signal Processing, 
NASA, AMSAT,and Space! 

10 Lines with USR 
Dual Standard i 6.8K Modems 


Intamat ■ info@drig.coni 
FMonot-1:124/6509 


ON-LINE SINCE 

1985 


- Online YISA/MC/AMEX Registration 

■ Intemet/Fidonet via Ku Band Satellite 

■ Real Time Weather Satellite Images 

■ NASA/AMSAT Satellite Tracking Elements 

■ Boardwatch/Connect/USA Today Doors 

■ Astronomy Databases 

■ Weather Information Door 

■ Internet FTP/Telnet in 1994 


1 Year Membership - Full Downloading - No Ratios $35.00 % 

1 Year Membership - Full Downloading - Internet $65.00 

2 Year Membership - Full Downloading - Internet $95.00 
USE VISA/MASTERCARD/AMEX or Send Check for Subscription 


Intanwi - lnfo@drig.<nni Voice: {214} 394-7325 BBS: (214) 394-7438 Fax: (214) 492-7747 | 
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This Month’s Advertised Speciais 


The Major BBS 6.1, 2-user.$199 

The Major BBS 6.1, 8-user.CALL 

MBBS RIPscrip Add-on.CALL 

MBBS Fax/Online Add-on.CALL 

MBBS Entertainment Collection. 199 

Wildcat! Single Line BBS.$99 

Wildcat! 1-10 Line BBS.$199 

Online Blackjack/Hangman Doors.CALL 

DigiBoard 8 Port Comm. Card.$430 


Call our BBS at 209-277-3333 for latest product 
information and to download our complete catalog! 


Featuring... The Major BBS • Wildcat! • Digiboard • 
CD-Discs Door Software • and more! 

BBS Technologies 

For orders/info call 209-277-3300 today! 

4182 W. Robinson Ave., Fresno, CA 93722 


& Hardware 



New! Version 6.1 of The Major BBS 

This latest version now supports “doors” to a second 
machine, multi-lingual/multi-protocol support for easy 
use of RIPscrip graphics, better messaging, and more! 
The Major BBS is the only BBS that supports up to 256 
simultaneous users on a single machine, direct X.25 and 
LAN access, and plug-in DLL add-ons. You can expand 
the system with online fax services, databases, order 
entry, Internet access, a C developer’s toolkit, and some 
of the hottest multi-player entertainment in the industry. 
A new RIPscrip add-on includes an integrated RIPaint 
and a complete out-of-the-box graphics interface! Call! 


FOIL INTERNEI ACCESS! 


IVIIS is an on-line service which offers its 
subscribers FULL. IIMTERIMET AC¬ 
CESS. Through IVIIS you can corre¬ 
spond electronically with more than 1 O 
million people from businesses, educa¬ 
tional institutions and other major on-line 
information systems. 

All of the USEIMEX INIewsgroups avail¬ 
able today can be accessed via our on-line 
service. Use FTP to download files. 
Telnet to other networks or talk to 
people in other parts of the world with 
l^iTERMET Relay Chat. “Gopher”, is a 
search function also available with 
IhiTERMET access. Other features of 
IVIIS are an extensive file library [over 
1 20,000 files], weekly and monthly publi¬ 
cations, on-line shopping, single and multi- 

"Your Window to the World” 


MicroServe 

-Infarmatian Systems- 

-I717J 779-3640 

-VISA S fVIASTERCARD ACCEPTED^ 



player games, match-making services, e- 
mail and fax services, many databases and 
special interest group forums, real-time 
conferencing, classified ads and much 
more. For a 5 HOUR FREE TRIAL, 

CALL TODAY — (*71 *7) *7*73-3640! 

IIMTRODUCIIMG IPO 3.0 “IIMTERMET POST OFFICE” 

IPO organizes all of your USENET Nswsgroups into an 
easy to use format and our USENET News Reader 
gives the end user a powerful but easy interface to the 

INTERNET. TRY IT TODAY! 



78 Boardwatch - February 1994 












































The number one topic of discussion online is STILL how to put your modem 
into play to find out who has information, and what to do with it once it’s 
yours. 

And since March 1987, BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE has consistently been 
THE publication BBS operators and callers alike look to for news and 
cmswers regarding their favorite sport - online communications. 

BOARDWATCH reviews books, hardware, software, and services that 
enable you to communicate with others, find Information, locate hard to 
find software titles at a very low or no cost, and play a part in a new 
electronic frontier. 



Put the best information the online world has to offer on your caller’s screen. 


BOARDWATCH ONLINE is available at a quarterly rate of just $75 or an annual rate of $250. 




TO SEE THESE PRODUCTS, CALL OUR ONLINE INFORMATION SERVICE AT: 

(303) 973-4222 (V.32bis) 



Centrally Located on Planet Earth 


Online since 1982, Nautalus Commercial Data now offers 
250,000 public domain files and 200 incoming lines. We 
support 38,400 baud throughput, with 14,400 baud 
CClTTV.42bis compatibility. Our corporate fileserver supports 
28 gigabytes of on-line storage, complete with HOURLY U.S. 
and WORLD News updates, and multiple daily Satellite 
Weather Images of Earth. (No Charge to examine system) With 
THOUSANDS of GIF Images, dBASE files, 1-2-3 Templates, 
Word Processors, Clip Art, Telecom packages and Games, 
we’re your 1-Stop Get-It-All-Here System. 


DATA: (316) 365-7631 



(8,N,1 - IBM/ANSI/Color Supported) 
VISA/MC/OPTIMA/AMEX Accepted 

Nautalus Commercial Data System 


P.O. Box #645 / lola, KS 66749 

Voice Mail/FAX: (316) 365-7559 


Pleasure Doffic 

A Distinctively Adult BBS 


Voted Best Adult BBS 
1993-1992-1991-1990 

“...a very friendly place." 
Boardwatch Magazine 
d 

As Featured In 
Time Magazine 
Adult BBS Guidebook 
The Joy of Cybersex 

• All USRobotics 14.4 Modems 

• 400+ Adult Conferences 

• Teleconferencing 

• Thousands of Adult Files 

• Doors, Games, Classifieds 

• Serving Adults Since 1985 

• 15 Day Free Trial Subscription 


Alf Major Adult Networks Available 

ThrobNet ^ SexSations ^ SleazeNet ^ AdultLinks 4* Voyager 
StudNet 4* DoorNet ^ SwingNet ^ HotNet 4- LightNet 
DreamNet 4- AEGIS 4- LateNite 4-18+4- WildNet 4- ValNet 
FemNet 4- AdultNet 4- GonzoNet 4- RIME Adult 


Data: (804) 490-LUST - Voice: (804) 473-1-SEX 

© 1993 Pleasure Communications - All Rights Reserved 
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BBS SOFTWARE VENDORS 
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Finally, a BBS geared for the 
SERIOUS .gif Collector! 



The New Version op Adult BBSing 

(217) 398-4450 - 10 Lines 

fiiilSiiglEiliii I 

Online Shopping I 

Matchmaking Door I 

Original Scanning I 

Adult Connections (ACNET) I 



MEMBERS 


FRIENDS 


Over 12,000 .GIFs 
With 15-25 
New Posts Daily! 


Call These Other Fine BBS’ 

Sensual B^epressions - (413) 229-0126 
Absolute Pleasure - (708) 677-3369 
Southern Cross - (615) 674-2067 


Call Today!... (217) 398-4450 
Never an Upload/Download Ratio! 





















goftware Creations 

”0Re ‘Home of y^jiHiors” 


^ ^oardSvatcfi 1993 

Sojtvware Creations cgcgs is dedicated to the development and distribution of great 
Software. As the Home BBS System for only the best Authors/Artists/Designers & 
Sound Developers in the world, we continue to release the worlds hottest software. 
Together Apogee and Software Creations will release more titles in 1994 than ever 

before! And we want you to be part of it all! 

<^\Vatcfi wfiat is here now amf coming jbr 1994^ 

Local Access in over 1000 cities world-wide! 

Internet access with NewsGroups and personal Email! 

New RIP Graphical User Interface with full mouse support! 

New files distribution program via modem or mail! 

Tape / CD ROM distribution of new releases for Sysops! 

Logically grouped file areas with all the best Shareware direct from the source! 

gojitware Creations is ^^oofcing Jor ( 

Come join a fast moving team. If you're a shareware author, RIP or ANSI Screen 
designer, Graphics artist, Sound developer. Shareware vendor. Beta tester, or Sysop 
that wants your BBS as an official Apogee and Software Creations release site, then 
give us a call! We're building teams all over the world, and we want you part of ours! 

<I^cevve 120 9f upioodis a weefe or montfi in tfie maiff 

Currently Sojtware Oe«tions would like to find people to test, check, clean and 
write descriptions for files. We will provide a Colorado Tape drive, and tapes each 
month or week. Call us to discuss what you can earn! 

^cess (508) 368-7036 


Copyright (c) 1993 by Software Creations, A Division of Linton Enterprises, Inc. - All Rights Reserved 
RIP and RIP Term are trademarks of Telegraphies Corp. All other trademarks are property of their respective companies. 










Legally Online 


Freedom of Speech Under Fire 

by Lance Rose 

I n the United States, freedom of speech and of the press are 
guaranteed by law. The 1st Amendment to the Constitu¬ 
tion states, “Congress shall make no law . . . abridging 
freedom of speech, or of the press.” As long as this principle 
holds, the people of the United States can question their exist¬ 
ing leadership and discuss alternatives without fear of being 
silenced. 

The First Amendment has been upheld most purely in the 
realm of print publishing, especially newspapers as the tradi¬ 
tional forum of public opinion. Broadcast media fared far less 
well, being regulated from the very beginning by the Federal 
Communications Commission. The rationale for regulation 
W 81 S that in the early days of radio, neighboring broadcasters 
competing for the same frequencies caused such interference 
that it was difficult for any of them to be heard by the audi¬ 
ence. The FCC was created to prevent such interference and 
promote an orderly allocation of broadcast frequencies. Many 
feel that over the decades, FCC regulation has descended a 
slippery slope leading away from speech freedom. After start¬ 
ing merely allocating bandwidth, it branched out to regulate 
the content of broadcasts to assure proper use of the airwaves, 
then extended its reach to cable and other transmission tech¬ 
nologies where its limited-bandwidth basis for regulation does 
not even apply. 


If a bunch of print¬ 
ing presses were 
closed down around 
the country by gov¬ 
ernment agents, 
there would be an 
enormous outcry. 
But when an online 
service is shut 
down, barely an 
eyebrow is raised. 
The raids on Tony 
Davis’ BBS in Okla¬ 
homa City by the 
local police, and on 
Rusty and Edies’ 
BBS by the FBI, 
while well-known 
among BBS devo¬ 
tees, are mere eso- 
terica to everyone 
else. 



The scary thing is that the BBS raids just scratch the sur¬ 
face of the mamy encroachments on online freedom of speech. 
Online services just aren’t getting much respect. The follow¬ 
ing situations show different facets of the ongoing attack on 
free speech on the networks. 


As the publishing and broadcasting industries begin deliv¬ 
ering their products on the computer networks, a major ques¬ 
tion is which tradition will prevail: the great respect accorded 
freedom of speech for the print media, or the regulated envi¬ 
ronment of the broadcast media? It is too eau-ly to tell amid all 
the intense jockeying by multinational corporations for control 
of the networks. In a few years after the dust settles, it will be 
clear whether regulation is needed or desirable, and if so, 
whether government has the will or power to impose it. 

Perhaps a whole new meaning for freedom of speech under 
the 1st Amendment will develop, unique to the network envi¬ 
ronment. Computer networks provide new opportunities for 
speech. Millions of people already interact easily with others 
across the nation and the world. Anyone can start his or her 
own electronic newsletter, Usenet newsgroup, mailing list, 
Internet node or computer bulletin board, and thus become an 
electronic publisher in his or her own right. You can partici¬ 
pate without revealing your gender, race or age, so your ideas 
can flow with less hindrance by pointless prejudice. The level 
of connectedness within and among communities, states and 
nations is far higher than ever before, and may lead to higher 
and better levels of democracy. If the 1st Amendment can 
protect and promote such developments on the networks, it 
will serve a most valuable purpose. 

Unfortunately, the 1st Amendment online is not entirely 
healthy today. The most common and well-publicized problem 
has been a rash of government raids on computer bulletin 
boards for various real or imagined illegalities. The common 
theme is the authorities’ disregard for legal restraints on their 
conduct — seize first, figure out later whether it was justified. 


Gregory Steshenko and the Freedom to Flame 

G regory Steshenko, a graduate student in electrical engi¬ 
neering at the University of Texas in Dallas, participat¬ 
ed vigorously in Internet discussions. Apparently too 
vigorously. He made pointed comments and supposedly per¬ 
sonal verbal attacks in discussions of Russian and Ukranian 
politics while employed by Microsoft and using its Internet 
account. This resulted in many complaints to the company, 
and eventually lost him his job. Not to be deterred, he picked 
up the discussions and flames again using his student Internet 
account at University of Texas, resulting in more complaints. 
His access to the Internet as a UT student was terminated 
this time, though they let him remain as a student. He then 
started a lawsuit against the University for violating his First 
Amendment rights, which continues as this column is written. 

The basis for Steshenko’s lawsuit is that the University of 
Texas receives a fair bit of funding from the U.S. government, 
making it far different from a private system operator or sys¬ 
tem administrator. Private sysops or sysadmins can kick any 
user off their system just for sneezing the wrong way, but the 
government is prohibited from restricting freedom of speech. 
It would be illegal for the government to censor a single mes¬ 
sage, yet here the University of Texas censored on a far 
grander scale, entirely cutting off Mr. Steshenko’s govern¬ 
ment-provided access to the net. How can they get away with 
it? Sure, Steshenko is kind of a nasty guy, but there’s no 
“nasty guy” exception written into the 1st Amendment. 

The University raised a number of points in its behalf, as 
reported in the Dallas Morning News. First, that schools are 
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permitted some relief from the First 
Amendment where necessary to meet 
their educational objectives. This ratio¬ 
nale was used in the past to justify 
school control of student newspapers. 
Second, that a student Internet account 
is a school resource, and they are not 
obligated to give Mr. Steshenko access 
to that resource if he misuses it. And 
third, that Mr. Steshenko’s access to 
the Internet was not cut off, since he 
could always buy a personal account 
from an outside service. All he lost was 
the school freebie. These arguments 
are worth considering, but they’re not 
conclusive. 

A government-supported school 
does not have a blanket license to cen¬ 
sor student speech. For example, if it 
starts a newspaper under a free speech 
policy, the school can’t change that poli¬ 
cy in midstream to censor a statement 
it doesn’t like, as pointed out by student 
free speech advocate Carl Kadie. When 
the educational excuse for censorship 
becomes unclear, the 1st Amendment 
steps in once again to protect free 
speech. In Mr. Steshenko’s case, that 
educationed excuse is extremely hard to 
find. He was not causing any student 
unrest. In fact, he posted to areas hav¬ 
ing little or nothing to do with the 
school. 

The argument that an Internet 
account is only a “resource” and can be 
shut down with no 1st Amendment con¬ 
sequences does not bear up under a 
closer look. It is as silly as saying the 
government could sideline all newspa¬ 
per delivery trucks because they are 
just “resources” for delivering a news¬ 
paper. Whether Mr. Steshenko could 
have arranged alternate Internet access 
is beside the point. If a school can 
threaten to shut off the Internet 
account of any student whose speech it 
doesn’t like, this would cause a general 
chilling effect on the speech of all stu¬ 
dents. How many people would volun¬ 
teer their outspoken opinions online if 
the response is not just contrary opin¬ 
ions, but having their account shut 
down? 

It may be that the University of 
Texas is really a pretty decent place 
that just overreacted in Mr. Steshenko’s 
case. That would be easy enough to do, 
as it seems he did little to endear him¬ 
self to his sparring partners. One of his 
more charming traits was complaining 
to the employers of those on the Inter¬ 
net who hotly disagreed with him, mak¬ 


ing them fear for their jobs. One can 
only imagine the resulting complaint 
letters about Steshenko to the Universi¬ 
ty. But that’s really the point of the 1st 
Amendment: it exists mainly to protect 
the speech we don’t particularly want to 
hear. And so, it exists for people like 
Gregory Steshenko, who continues to 
litigate the question: do we, or do we 
not, have the Constitutional right to 
university-supported flaming on the 
Internet? 


An Encore for CompuServe in 
Manhattan Federal Court 

C ompuServe is developing a weird 
habit of getting hauled into feder¬ 
al court in downtown Manhattan. 
A couple of years ago in the Cubby v. 
CompuServe case, it was sued for mak¬ 
ing a supposedly libelous newsletter 
available on its online service. Com¬ 
puServe was held not responsible for 
any libel that may have been in the 
newsletter, a decision that broke impor¬ 
tant 1st amendment ground. Com¬ 
puServe was only a distributor of the 
newsletter, and had no legal duty to 
monitor all the materials it distributed. 

The music industry is requesting an 
encore from CompuServe. On Novem¬ 
ber 29, 1993, the Harry Fox Agency 
(“HFA”) and its parent organization 
the National Music Publishers Associa¬ 
tion (“NMPA”) sued CompuServe in 
the Manhattan district court for unau¬ 
thorized distribution of some old Right¬ 
eous Brothers song named Unchained 
Melody, as well as about 500 other 
songs owned or licensed by various 
NMPA members. The suit asks for 
“millions of dollars in damages for the 
many willful copyright claims.” If Com¬ 
puServe uses the same law firm as 
before and raises the same 1st Amend¬ 
ment defense, perhaps it will simply 
recycle its winning legal briefs from 
Cubby and save some legal expenses. 

That’s not a joke, but a serious pos¬ 
sibility. The HFA case presents the 
seime exact legal issue presented by the 
Cubby case: is CompuServe responsible 
for monitoring the materials moving 
through its massive distribution sys¬ 
tem? The fact that the claim is copy¬ 
right infringement this time, instead of 
defamation, is irrelevant to Com¬ 
puServe’s 1st Amendment protection. 
If the 1st Amendment will not tolerate 
the burden on CompuServe of monitor¬ 


ing all online materials for defamation, 
then it will not tolerate the burden of 
monitoring for cop 3 n-ight infringements. 
There may be a technical copyright 
infringement by CompuServe, in that it 
is likely distributing music files without 
permission like the Harry Fox Agency 
claims. If so, the court can order the 
distribution halted. But on the ques¬ 
tion of money damages, CompuServe 
was a mere clearinghouse for the files 
on its system, and should bear no fingm- 
cial responsibility to the music publish¬ 
ers. 

In the HFA case as in Cubby, the 
real question is whether the local man¬ 
ager of the CompuServe forum where 
the infringing files reside is responsible 
for that infringement. That manager 
can raise the same defense as Com¬ 
puServe: that it only administers a flow 
of files through the system, and has nei¬ 
ther the time or resources to monitor all 
files individually. It is hard to say what 
a court would make of that argument. 
The local manager is one step closer 
than CompuServe to the illegal activi¬ 
ties on the system, and in a better posi¬ 
tion both to know about them and to do 
something about them. 

So far, however, the Harry Fox 
Agency doesn’t even care whether the 
local memager on CompuServe is check¬ 
ing the music files — they’re only suing 
CompuServe itself! Perhaps they’re 
trying to make CompuServe the fall 
guy, so they need go after only one com¬ 
pany instead of one hundred every time 
they think they’re being infringed on 
the CompuServe system. Or perhaps 
they’re playing divide and conquer, try¬ 
ing to drive a wedge between Com¬ 
puServe and its own managers by forc¬ 
ing CompuServe itself to bring the man¬ 
agers into the lawsuit if it wants the 
court to recognize its own lack of 
responsibility for the content of the ser¬ 
vice. Or perhaps a little of both. 

The underlying motivation for this 
case is not hard to fathom. Music pub¬ 
lishers are rushing to get their works 
online to exploit the profit-making 
potential of Bill and Als’ Information 
Superhighway. But in surveying the 
field, they saw that some of their own 
music was already placed online by oth¬ 
ers without permission, and moving in 
substantial quantities. The music pub¬ 
lishers may in fact have known about 
the online activity for yeairs. But they 
never needed to pay it much heed, 
because it was in a different world and 
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SILVER XPRESS V5.0! The Most Powerful 
QWK Mail System in the World! 


Since 1988, the Silver Xpress Off-line 
Mail, Fax and Data Entry System had led 
the industry \with MORE POWER and 
MORE FEATURES than any other Off-line 
Mail System! 










With Silver Xpress, you get enhanced QWK support 
along with our own, more powerful OPX mail format. 
No other system can match the features available 
across the board for so many Bulletin Board 
Systems!! 


Full FidoNet Capability 
Internet Addressing 
Built-In Fax System 
Mail Driven Event System 
Vacation Mail System 
Data Entry Forms Processing 
Complete Menu Customization 
MultiLine, Desqview Support 
Built-In File Transfer Protocols 
Keyword Searching And Filters 
GroupWare Mail System 


Automatic Download/Upload 
Mail Bundling Commands 
Built-In Assistant System 
Built-In Rip Support 
Full BBS Security Support 

And Much More! 


Supports i: 

• PCBoard 

• Wildcat 

• Remote Access 

• RoboBoard 

• Maximus 

• RBBS 

• QuickBBS 

• ProBoard 

• Opus 

• Tag 

• SuperBBS 


Reader $51.00, Mail Door $51.00. LIMITED 
TIME SYSOP DEAL $66.00 DOOR AND 
READER! Order now! Call 800-845-6944 


Santronics Software, 30034 SW 153 Court, Leisure City, FL 33033 

See demo on BBS at 305-248-7815 (Fido 1:135/382 file request FILES for shareware copy) 
Visa, Mastercard, American Express Accented, Dealer Inquiries Welcome 



not much money was changing hands 
in most cases. Now, as they look for¬ 
ward to earning the lion’s share of their 
own future revenues from network- 
based transactions, the music publish¬ 
ers are clearing out all possible 
infringers. 

If Harry Fox Agency somehow wins 
this lawsuit, it would be a big blow to 
1st amendment rights in the online 
world. A win would almost necessarily 
contradict the holding in the Cubby 
case. Indeed, as a later case in the 
same court it would practically wipe out 
the earlier decision. The HFA case 
could also establish a very unsavory 
precedent of another sort — the notion 
that a distributor’s 1st Amendment 
protection from undue monitoring 
obligations may vary according to the 
legal wrong being claimed. If it’s 
defamation, the distributor is protected 
from monitoring, but if it’s copyright, 
the distributor must monitor all mate¬ 
rials to make sure they’re not infring¬ 
ing. What about viruses, or obscene 
materials, or credit card numbers, or 
classified documents, etc.? What if the 
distributor does not have to monitor 
under the laws of its home state, but 
does have to monitor under the laws of 
the state next door? This is a monster 
problem with no clear solution. 


Ohhh.. ITS SO BIG!!! 


I Voted #1 - Texas On 

19 GIG Online Fil 

13 CD’s ONLINEI 
National Chatting 
ORIGINAL GIFs 
All Lifestyles 
INTERNET Mail - FREE demo! 

Join the LARGEST BBS in TEXAS! We ^ot it all!! 
Adult - Business - Education - Teens ~ Virus - Morel! 

25 HIGH SPEED LINES WAITING!! 

C.D.S.-BBS 512-887-0787 



A single blanket rule under the 1st 
Amendment, protecting speech distrib¬ 
utors from all undue monitoring obliga¬ 
tions, would avoid this problem. But 
separate and differing monitoring oblig¬ 
ations based on the particular legal 
rights involved would plunge sysops 
into a sticky mess, never knowing if 
they’re monitoring materials enough to 
meet all the various laws that might 
apply to them. This mess is what the 
HFA case seeks to create for sysops. I 
hope they don’t succeed. 


[Lance Rose is an attorney practicing 
high-tech and information iaw in Mont- 
ciair, NJ. He can be found on the Inter¬ 
net at elrose@path.net, and on Com¬ 
puServe at 72230,2044. He is also 
author of SysLaw, the legal guide for 
online service providers, available from 
PC Information Group at 800-321-8285. 
The themes in this month’s column are 
explored further in Mr. Rose’s contribu¬ 
tions to the upcoming book Internet 
Unleashed, to be unleashed by Sams 
Publishing in February, 1994 - Editor] 
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BBS Remote Support 

Services For Your BBS... 

We Support ALL BBS Products! 


y Remote SYSOP for Your BBS 
^ Remote HELP Desk (800) for You 
and Your Customers 
V" Remote Custom Programming: 

Menu Screens/Database/Graphics 
^ Remote Customer Fulfillments: 

Postcard/Letter/Phone/Fax 
y Online Application Design/lnstall 


Summit Software Services 


P.O. Box 1075, Camartllo, CA 93011-1075 
(805)388-0905 BBS (805) 339-9088 


BBS INCOME 


Free Report on how to go 
from $0 to $3,000 per month in BBS 
income in as little as 90 days! 

This valuable report reveals money 
making information on how to operate a BBS 
for profit. It outlines powerful marketing 
secrets including unique ways of finding new 
subscribers and how to get them to pay you 
top dollar; guaranteed ways to generate other 
revenue plus the secrets to getting free 
publicity and being able to accept credit card 
payments; plus much more. Limited quantity. 

InfoLink 

56089 29 Palms Hwy. Ste 254-BW 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
1 (619) 228-9653 
FAX 1 (619) 369-1185 

Prepared by the publishers of the book - Hoiv To 
1^^ Successfully Run A BBS For Profit. 



MMWtsf BBS 


America’s Professionai BBS 
Since 1984 


10,000's of Files, Internet Mail, 


100's of Conferences, 

Lll. 

i 

CO 

P-C Catalog, 

Game Doors, CD-ROMs, 

Eight High Speed Lines, 
Friendly, Responsive Sysops 


1 CD jC C Trial Subscription I 
\ rTwCC to All Callers! I 


(708) 513-1034 BBS 
(708) 208- 8868 Voice 


Your Application Online... In Days! 

Save Time, Money, and Resources 


BLUEPRINT SHOWROOM ONLINE 


PLAN# 12346 

SlYLE ToiMihouse. Tvo stoiy 

RADSEE 58'X 29' 2090 SQFT. 


3 Bedrooms, 216 Baths 
3CXrOarcioe, Rach cndSunDeck 

FLOORPLANPRK:E:$250 



OFFERED BY SQUARE FOOTAGES 

W.D. FARMER Fhst Floor 1096 

POBaX460026 SecoridFloor 913 

AHANTA GA20345 Qosels 

IHE 004)934-1234 Gcrage 

FAX 004)934-2345 Basement 







Lfee Sdci Bar to Ft©e Through Recror^ 


Announcing Integrated Line Art Accessible... 
Without Downloading 


LEGAL RECRUITMENT NETWORK 




POSmONS AVWLA8LE tVlASifeE 


m^jQiij dSHi 


, CM€«vm datable 


Scon PosIfloTB AiAJable 



QBCilBCoicldalBlJst_ 1 


’ jj^SSlSSSiSESSII 

Display Poslllori SunrvTKiy 

1 


Click on the apprcpriote button or type 1h© underlined lett^ 


Business Graphics Customized for your Application 

Menus, Databases, 
and other 

Online Service Features 
Tailored to Meet Your 
Specific Business Needs. 


The Business BBS Is a premiere online 
systems service bureau. We design, build, 
operate and maintain custom online services 
on our equipment, at our facility. Your 
application can be built, tested, and online in 
days. Ease of use is assured, even for 
inexperienced users. 

We tailor menus, databases, and other online 
service features to meet your specific business 
needs. Our applications tool kit includes the 
industry’s most expansive feature set and a 
variety of database engines. A crisp, clean, 
mouse driven, button activated optional 
business Graphical User Interface is available. 

Combine our online expertise with your 
business and customer knowledge to build 
efficient, easy to use integrated applications. 
You control information content, features, and 
user access, with complete security. 



The Business BBS 


Voice 

C310) 477-0593 
2531 Sawtelle Blvd., #109, Los Angeles, CA 90064-3163 


Modem 

(310) 477-0408 


Fax 

(310) 477-9475 
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ONE CALL Gets It ALL’"'.'. 


ONE BBSCON^ 
August 17 > 21 

Don’t miss the Online 
Networking Exposition and 
BBS convention - the trade 
show for the online services 
industry. This is the largest 
gathering of electronic services 
and online service operators 
ever assembled. Nowhere 
else will you ever have the 
opportunity to see as as many 
BBS products in action. Don’t 
delay register early. 



Days of 
Intensive 
Educational 
Sessions 


‘State of the Art' BBS 
Technology on Display 

Special 'Show Prices' 
on software and hardware 

See What's New 
in BBS Technology 


Meet the Industry Leaders 

<go 

AIo4jul! 

For Convention 
& 

Hotel Reservations 
Contact Peg Coniglio at: 


ONE Inc. 

(303) 693'5253 Voice 
(303) 693-5518 Fax 
(303) 693-5432 BBS 

V V 

\ 


* Live Internet feed with ftp & telnet 

* Full Usenet feed with 4,000 + Newsgroups 

* 1,000 International mail conferences from: ILink, 

Rime, FidoNet, SmartNet, Treknet, Annex & Internet E-mail. 

* HOT Adult BBS action with original Gifs, Textfiles, 
ntassive archive collection, game doors 
A sizzling network mail from ThrobNet, 
AdultLinks, AdultNet <fi AfterDark. 

* Huge diverse 10 gigab)rte file library with daily 
submissions from the Internet, 30 file distribution 

networks, original author postings & ASP files. 

* Local Access Telephone Numbers in 3SO Cities 

Call (800) 521-2733 for the Local DSC Number in Your Area 


Datamax/Satal i n l< 
Connection BBS 

V.32bis 14.4 (215)443-7390 ■ HST/DS (215)443-5830 
telnet via Internet: dsc.voicenet.com 
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DSC - AMERICA'S ACCESS 
TO THE INTERNET 

by Brian Gallagher 

G iving new meaning to the term 
“Liberty,” from the home of the 
Liberty Bell and Independence 
Hall, Ron Brandt and Carmen A. 
DiCamillo are two silicon patriots who 
have combined their talents to create 
the largest, and arguably the best, BBS 
in their region. The BBS sports infor¬ 


mation and connectivity sure to be the 
envy of many BBSs for years to come. 
DSCA^oiceNet bulletin board in Penn¬ 
sylvania, running PCBoard software, 
has 10 gigabytes of online files, is satel¬ 
lite connected via Planet Connect, 
offers full Internet access, along with 
connections to 13 BBS networks, is 
ASP approved, and is currently being 
wired for fiber optics. 

Brandt went to night school to 
learn how to repair computers and 
worked as an electrical contractor 
when he purchased an XT computer to 
computerize his contracting business 
in 1985. Shortly thereafter he got a 
modem and within a month he caught 
modem fever and “it was all over,” he 
said. In October of 1988, Brandt start¬ 
ed his first BBS titled Satalink. 

The Satalink BBS began as a hobby 
and soon grew out of hand. His wife, 
Linda, was in danger of becoming a 
computer widow in the early days until 
she started calling BBSs on her own. 
Although she isn’t currently an avid 
BBSer, she has learned to live with it. 


Their children, as may be expected, are 
cyber kids. Jacqueline, 16, uses a com¬ 
puter for word processing; Stephen, 9, 
received a modem for Christmas and if 
it’s father like son, we can expect a cer¬ 
tain Pennsylvania household’s phone 
bill to skyrocket; Lauren, 8, the 
youngest, just received her first com¬ 
puter this Christmas. 

Likewise, DeCamillo’s family is also 
electronically oriented. His wife, 
Stephanie, is a constant BBSer on the 

cooking 
confer- 
ences, get¬ 
ting and 
giving 
recipes 
online. 
Their old¬ 
est daugh¬ 
ter, Beth, 
15, enjoys 
working 
with the 
Internet 
and was 
the first 
in the 
family to 
discover 
MTV’s gopher. She also prints up a 
French news summary via the Internet 
and takes it to her French class where 
it is a hit with students and faculty 
alike. Sarah, 12, the 
youngest is “still 
working on it.” 

DiCamillo began 
BBSing as a way to 
collect and distribute 
shareware files that 
he had been amass¬ 
ing. As an electrical 
engineer running his 
own Voice Mail com¬ 
pany producing both 
software and hard¬ 
ware, he was a natur¬ 
al as a sysop. His first 
effort was the Data- 
max BBS which start¬ 
ed in October of 1989, 
a year after Brandt’s 
Satalink. With 
DiCamillo’s plethora 
of files, and Brandt’s 
network connections 
the two decided to 
combine in 1991 and 


the DSC (Datamax/Satalink Connec¬ 
tion) BBS was born. Their goal, then 
and now, is to create the biggest and 
best BBS on the north gunerican conti¬ 
nent. 

When DSC first started it was run¬ 
ning 10 lines with 800 to 1,000 paid 
subscribers. Today there are over 4,700 
paid subscribers and that number is 
going nowhere but up. Business has 
indeed been brisk for these two entre¬ 
preneurs. With over a four fold 
increase since its inception, DSC 
accountants have been amazed. “In the 
last year we have really taken off,” 
DiCamillo said. A big part of what 
makes DSC so popular is their utiliza¬ 
tion of new technology and the Inter¬ 
net. 

“Every line (all 60 of them) that 
connects to our system,” Brandt said, 
“can interact with the Internet simul¬ 
taneously.” This is quite a step forward 
in online communications and was 
achieved through lots of hard work by 
the six employees of this full- time 
BBS. With three UNIX machines, two 
software engineers, a hardware engi¬ 
neer, and almost $100,000 invested the 
DSC has achieved some remarkable 
accomplishments. Among their 
brighter stars, the DSC tech- wizards 
have developed their own X.25 pad 
software, FTP and TELNET software. 



Ron Brandt and Carmen A. DiCamillo of DSC 
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“We have been basically right on 
the cutting edge of technology,” 
DiCamillo said, “and we’re still very 
user friendly. The average guy on the 
street can use the Internet from our 
board.” And when that layman “guy on 
the street” logs onto the Internet via 
DSC he’s getting a lot more bang for 
his buck than on some other systems. 
Many BBSs offer only limited Internet 
access - Internet newsgroups and e- 
mail, while the DSC offers full connec¬ 
tivity making every user a world - wide 
pioneer. 

As a result of their high- tech Inter¬ 
net connection - services such as the 
Clarinet Information Service - provid¬ 
ing financial, business, agricultural 
and other interesting information, is 
also available on the DSC. It is updated 
continuously in all 250 of its news 
areas, keeping even the most meticu¬ 
lous and persnickety brokers and 
money managers as informed as they 
can be. 

For news hounds the DSC is an 
ocean of information, with practically 
everything a body could want swim¬ 
ming in its waters. A person can fish 
for, and catch. Headline News, UPI: 
General News, Sports and Business, 
Tech wire news and Finance and Mar¬ 
kets news; Newsbytes daily computer 
news, Canadian broadcast news, local 
news by state, the San Francisco Bay 
Area news, and syndicated columns by 
Dave Barry, Mike Royko, and Miss 
Manners. Covering a rather broad area 
of information for every fisherperson 
with rod and reel. 

If this isn’t enough to fill your 
quota for the day, hop onto DSC’s full 
Internet access and reel in real-time 
access to millions of sites in 40 coun¬ 
tries globally, including their govern¬ 
ments and universities. 

The advanced Internet connection 
provides DSC users with full Usenet 
access to over 3,500 newsgroups. The 
listings range from language confer¬ 
ences such as French, Spanish, Chi¬ 
nese, and Portuguese, to standards like 
Star Trek and Dr. Who, to downright 
bizzarre, for example: alien.vampire, 
lemurs.cooked, fondle.vomit, and the 
ever popular sounds.armpit. Sounds 
like they have everything anyone could 
want and then some. Interestingly 
enough, the No- Smoking conference 
didn’t seem to garner a really big 
crowd. 


People calling from DSC get Inter¬ 
net access all over the world and 
thanks to some software wizardry on 
their end, the world can also get access 
to DSC via their “reverse ftp” protocol 
- an in- house creation that is quickly 
becoming a global hit. With subscribers 
from all over the world calling in, 
DiCamillo said reverse ftp is something 
“our customer base just absolutely 
sucks up like a sponge.” 

What reverse ftp does is allow a tel¬ 
net user connecting from the Internet 
to select or flag the files they would 
like to download, and then initiate the 
download function using normal 
PCBoard. The system prompts the user 
for the name of a host system, account 
name, and password onto which the 
files will be delivered. Then, DSC auto¬ 
matically initializes an ftp session with 
the remote host, logs in and begins 
“putting” the selected files into the 
root directory of the user at their own 
Internet site. 

Making reverse ftp even more 
enticing is that it does all of this in a 
hell of a hurry. An average transfer 
runs at 3,500 characters per second 
(cps), and can reach speeds of 7,000 
cps, (considerably faster than other 
protocols on the market), 
satiating the appetite of 
even the thirstiest file 
sucking user sponge. With 
reverse ftp, a T1 direct 
Internet line, and over 
3,500 callers daily it is no 
wonder that hundreds of 
other sysops have contact¬ 
ed DSC wanting their 
software too. But they 
aren’t giving it out yet, in 
fact, they are working on 
getting into “frame 
relay,” another new tech¬ 
nology we will be hearing 
more about in the near 
future. 

The work this full 
time crew has put into 
this high- powered board 
is paying off for them in 
more than just dollars. 

Software authors are tak¬ 
ing notice of their efforts 
as well. Being both Associ¬ 
ation of Shareware Pro¬ 
fessionals and Association 
of Shareware Authors and 
Developers approved 
many shareware authors 


post their latest efforts directly to DSC. 
Some of these include: FRACTINT, 
WINFRAC, TCXL, and CILINK. 

The BBSs of tomorrow are looking 
more and more like Internet mania. 
And for up and coming Internauts, 
there may be no better board to log 
onto than the DSC. This board is truly 
so full of bells and whistles and knobs 
and buttons - that to push, press, ring 
and turn them all would be a full time 
career move. 

DSC is somewhat proud of their 
service - a “basic” membership is $50 
per year. Extended time options allow 
a generous four hours and 6MB daily 
limit for an additional $45 per year. 
Adult file access is an additional $25. 
Access to Internet mail and USENET 
news will cost you another $45 annual¬ 
ly and ftp/telnet adds $120 annually to 
this service. For a full bevy of services 
you can total $285 per year (roughly 
$23.75 per month). This is competitive 
with other Internet services, but a bit 
shy of a ban-gain. 

DSC’s direct diad modem number is 
(215)443- 7390. You can call (800)521- 
2733 voice to get the local access num- 



The Heart of the DSC BBS 
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COMPACT DISCOUERV - Discouer the Difference 
Used and Mew Music CDs 
(615) 731-9088 
793 Bell Road 
Antioch, TM 37013 


Category Codes 


ALT -Alternatiue 
BLU -Blues 
BOX -Boxed Sets 
CHR -Christian 
CLS -Classical 
CMT -Country 
COM -Comedy 


IMP -Import 
IMT -International 
JZ -Jazz 
MA -Mew Age 
OLD -Oldies 
POP -Pop 
RB -R&B - Rap 


REG -Reggae 
RK -Rock 
SIM -Singles 
SMD -Shows/Sndtracks 
TEK -TeckneHRaue-Dance 
UAR -Uarious Artists 


our search key should be a whole or partial artist name or CD title or 
ategory code. Upper or lower case is ok and more than one key is ok. 

ype search key or <EMTER> to quit: 


llt~Z FOR HBlFI AHSt 


I FDX 1 2400 M81 I LOG t FRInT 


Eigliiia 


List of CD-ROM's Screen on TNE 


ber of their X- 25 network. Internauts 
can telnet directly to dsc.voicenet.com. 
DSC may also be reached via snail 
mail: DSC/VoiceNet, 17 Richard Road, 
Ivyland, PA 18974 

THE NASHVILLE EXCHANGE 

By Brian Gallagher 

A fter building a high power BBS 
for the nation’s home of country 
bluegrass music, Nashville, Ten¬ 
nessee, through The Nashville 
Exchange or TNE, sysop Ben Cunning¬ 
ham saw a greater vision and purpose 
for his board, and that’s when he asked 
Mayor Phil Bredesen if he would con¬ 
sider making himself available in an 
online forum. The mayor readily 
agreed. 


loads his 
messages 
through¬ 
out the 
week and 
usually 
formu¬ 
lates 
replies 
over the 
weekend. 

The 
mayor 
finds the 
online 
communi¬ 
ty to be 
both artic¬ 
ulate and concerned about community 
affairs. More than once he has been 
asked by a reporter or talk show host a 
question he has already answered 
online. The electronic 
forum provided by the 
BBS, he said, leaves him 
“better prepared to answer 
questions succinctly and 
accurately,” adding that it 
gives him more time to for¬ 
mulate a complete answer 
as opposed to a live inter¬ 
view situation. 


BBS) is a very handy way to find out 
about that kind of stuff,” Bredesen said. 

Although he likes the feedback that 
he has gotten so far from the BBS, he 
wishes there were more people on it and 
he has ideas to facilitate just this. He is 
getting more aggressive in working on 
making public information data accessi¬ 
ble and he has a vision of putting termi¬ 
nals in public places, such as libraries, 
so that all citizens have access to TNE’s 
forum (which is a free service) and to 
the Internet as well. 


These goals may not be so much pie 
in the sky as Bredesen is running for 
governor of Tennessee this November. 
If indeed he is successful in his bid for 
governor, you can be sure he won’t for¬ 
get his online acquaintances. Regardless 
of whether or not he is elected the 
mayor plans to continue participating in 
the electronic forum. He said, “I’ve 
enjoyed it thoroughly.” 


Ben Cunningham of 
The Nashville Exchange 


An example of the 
forum’s effectiveness 
occurred when a user left 
the mayor a message 
inquiring about why the 
flags flying over the Metro 
Sportsplex were in such 
bad shape and then found 
them replaced the next 
day. Occurrences like this 
are not all that uncommon 


Bredesen was a mini and main 
frame computer programmer long 
before political aspirations turned the 
direction of his life to campaigns and 
community service - fortunately for 
the citizens of Nashville, his roots 
stayed with him. He is known to carry 
an IBM “Think Pad” with him at all 
times making him a natural for the 
high tech world of BBSs. 

Since he has been online, a small 
but growing segment of constituents 
enjoy virtually unlimited access to him 
as he logs on religiously two or three 
times a week. Unlike usual govern¬ 
ment run arounds, nobody gets lost in 
a paper shuffle online. Bredesen down- 


since the 
mayor has 
gone 
online. He 
simply for- 
wards 
such a 
message 
through e- 
mail to the 
correct 
depart- 
ment, or 
prints it 
out and 
mails it to 
where it 
needs to 
go. “(The 
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Another individual who is rapidly 
becoming a cyber jock is Chief of Police 
Bob Kirchner. Kirchner, whose wife 
Beth works with computers for a living 
and who is also a daily CompuServe 
user, also agreed to give the online 
arrangement a shot even though it 
seemed a bit overwhelming at first. 
“I’m not computer literate,” he said, 
“I’m not a typist - but I can point a 
mouse and click.” 

On the board Kirchner finds out 
about all sorts of things from poor inter¬ 
sections and potholes, to the conduct of 
his officers - both good and bad. Many 
of the questions and comments he fields 
are of the sort that “yo^ wouldn’t nor¬ 
mally get,” he said. Adding that he finds 
himself discussing policy and procedure 
in detail. 



Police Chief Bob Kirchner 


Kirchner finds himself logging on an 
average of three times a day - morning, 
noon, and night, seven days a week. 
And he doesn’t restrict himself to one 
part of the board. “I read all of it,” he 
said, “I use just about everything on the 
board.” He also logs onto other boards, 
but is on TNE most of the time. The 
chief, like the mayor, can see a greater 
role for BBSs in making his department 
more effective. 

He would like to see an area of the 
board dedicated to giving descriptions of 
wanted individuals and method of oper¬ 
ations of crimes in the area. Hopefully 
these additions will find their way onto 
the board, and hopefully other boards 
and sysops will do as Cunningham has 
done and get their public representa¬ 
tives online. For those individuals who 
find their way onto the cyber wave of 


the future, Kirchner has a piece of 
advice. “I think that other Police Chiefs 
(public officials) should be prepared 
once they log on - you better reply or be 
prepared to catch hell.” The chief cited 
a case of where a school board official 
neglected his replies for two weeks and 
received a scathing silicon roast. 

Besides these high profile represen¬ 
tatives many other public officials are 
taking their first step into the ever¬ 
growing world of BBSs. State Represen¬ 
tative John Arriola, the director schools 
for the county and school board mem¬ 
bers from neighboring counties includ¬ 
ed. Television and newspaper reporters, 
radio talk show hosts, publishers and 
editors have also joined in the fray, 
making the forum complete and 
extremely public. (Kirchner notes that 
discussions between media personalities 
are sometimes the most heated, and 
therefore interesting, to watch or par¬ 
ticipate in). 

In fact one the main reasons the 
response to online officials has done so 
well is that The Tennessean newspaper 
wrote an editorial supporting and pro¬ 
moting it. Thanks to Cunningham the 
little guy in Nashville can voice his 
opinion and be heard by all of the major 
players in a community. For the media 
the situation has turned out to be a real 
bonus. 

Not only are interviews between 
personalities and politicos set up on 
line, sometimes they are conducted 
there too. A television reporter discov¬ 
ered a local gun dealer while on the 
board and did a story concerning his 
side of the controversial right to bear 
arms debate, all because of their online 
interaction. The participation of com¬ 
munity leaders has brought many new 
users to the already swelling BBS, (with 
over 1,000 calls daily), and they are get¬ 
ting a lot more than just access to their 
representatives. 

Cunningham said that the mayor 
was the “key” to the whole thing. Peo¬ 
ple logged on to say their piece, and 
soon found themselves poking around 
in other areas of the board - and what a 
lot there is to look at. With 30 lines, two 
ISDN lines, some 22 Gigs of files, Inter¬ 
net access, virtually all Usenet news 
groups, a very active classified section 
and a popular used CD music store; 
Nashville residents are getting a real 
bonus from The Nashville Exchange 
BBS. 


Cunningham first got into comput¬ 
ers in 1968 when a telex machine in his 
college dormitory caught his eye. After 
fiddling with it for a short while he 
wrote a Tic- Tac- Toe program for his 
own entertainment. Several years and a 
masters degree in economics later, he 
bought a PC to help him in his real 
estate business by showing prospective 
buyers what the layout of a particular 
unit would look like. 

Shortly after this he purchased a 
modem which prompted him to call a 
bulletin board or two. It was then that 
“the bug bit,” he said, and he has “thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed it ever since.” A year 
later he set up TNE using eSoft’s TBBS 
because after calling other boards he 
kept thinking: “I want to do this or that 
on my board one day.” His favorite part 
of BBSing is the technology - “Being 
right on the cutting edge all of the 
time.” With cutting edge technology 
pointing more and more in the direction 
of the Internet, Cunningham believes 
that BBSs will be leading the way there. 

As TNE and its user base continues 
to grow, it seems likely that their model 
of online access not only to public 
records, but to public officials will also 
grow. If in fact, Bredesen is elected gov¬ 
ernor this fall, it will be interesting to 
see what impact this has on the cyber 
world. It could very well be a model for 
explosive BBS use to the nation, and 
perhaps a precursor of things to come. 

The TNE can be reached at 
(615)383- 0119/14.4, or (615)383- 
0727/2,400 or via snail mail: The 
Nashville Exchange, Inc., 2500 Hills¬ 
boro Rd., Suite 107; Nashville, TN 
37212. 
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FEBRUARY LISTS 

By Brian Gallagher 

T his month’s BBS lists are differ¬ 
ent from past lists because they 
have no definitive location or area 
code - they are spread out across the 
continent. From Wall Street to Win¬ 
nipeg, California to Canada, business 
BBSs are popping up every^vhere. One 
of the first industries to really utilize 
the online advantage is that of realty. 
Keeping a small but growing list of real 
estate BBSs are a husband and wife 
team from Charlotte, NC. 

Co- sysops and newly- weds Jeff and 
Lana Tucker, not only keep the Nation¬ 
al List of Real Estate Boeirds, but they 
also run The Real Estate Shop BBS at 
(704)531- 7375. Jeff, a real estate bro¬ 
ker, and Lana, a preschool teacher 
decided to put their own board up once 
Jeff realized that BBS software pack¬ 
ages could be purchased, (he originally 
thought that each sysop wrote his own 
program). Armed with this knowledge 
Jeff bought Wildcat! 3.90 and was 
amazed to have it up and running in a 
couple of hours. 

Jeff first got into BBSs when his 
parents, Bob and Nancy Tucker 
brought home a computer complete 
with a 2400 baud internal modem six 
years ago. Jeff lost a lot of sleep in his 
early BBSing days, while playing 
around with this “highly addictive” new 
medium. After poking around several 
other real estate boards Jeff thought he 
could do better, leading to the birth of 
his board in November of 1992. 

His two- line board carries real 
estate shareware files such as amortiza¬ 
tion programs, smd housing statistics - 
not to mention listings of properties. 


Besides having text describing a particu¬ 
lar property, Jeff has picture images of 
properties online as well. He uses a c£im- 
corder and photographs a unit for a few 
seconds and simply captures the picture 
to his board for display, making the 
whole process quick and efficient. Pic¬ 
tures are available both as .GIF down¬ 
loadable files or in a FRACTERM for¬ 
mat, by Imagen, Inc., of Vancouver, BC, 
Canada, (604)687- 1030, which offers 
live, or real- time images online. 

What the pair would like to see is a 
real estate BBS list comprehensively 
covering the country. To facilitate this 
they encourage all real estate BBS 
sysops to send them information on 
their board either to The Real Estate 
Shop BBS, or via snail mail: The Real 
Estate Shop BBS, c/o Jeff and Lana 
Tucker, 7328 Winery Lane, Charlotte, 
NC 28227. Since the list is currently 
comprised of a total of 15 BBSs, it is per¬ 
haps the most up- to- date list around, 
being updated - literally - continuously. 

To subscribe to the list send e- mail 
to:LISTSERV@VNET.NET, with the 
first line of the body of the message 
reading: SUBSCRIBE REALTY- L and 
your first and last name. For those with¬ 
out e- mail access call The Read Estate 
Shop BBS, and download the file: real¬ 
ty.ZIP for free. Lana, who is also respon¬ 
sible for maintenance of the board, says 
that there are daily requests for the list. 

Many of the callers to his board are 
other real estate brokers interested in 
information and assistance on how to 
set up their own BBS systems, some¬ 
thing Jeff encourages. Other callers are 
individuals looking to purchase a home 
or condominium, of these Jeff is cur¬ 
rently working with five clients he has 
met online. While this may not seem 
like a great number of 
individuals initially, it is 
five clients he may not 
otherwise have had at all. 
As people become aware of 
the board’s existence it is 
getting busier, most likely 
to bring even more cus¬ 
tomers to Jeff’s door. 

Jeff sees business 
BBSs as a common tool in 
the business arena of the 
not too distant future - 
not just for real estate, but 
for all businesses. This 
view is not an uncommon 
one and he will find an 



Jeff & Lana Tucker 


ardent supporter in Dennis Hauser, 
sysop and list keeper of the National 
Business/Professional BBS list. With 
over 100 businesses on his steadily 
growing list, Hauser also believes that 
BBSs will be a standard business tool in 
the near future, much as the telephone 
is today. 

Hauser who has been an entrepre¬ 
neurial business buff from the day he 
graduated college, first went into the 
retail camera business and soon built up 
a small chain of three stores which he 
eventually sold. Since then his efforts 
have been directed mostly at marketing, 
training and customer service. Hauser, 
who spoke at One BBSCON last year on 
“How to Direct Market Your BBS,” pro¬ 
vides a nifty shareware demo package 
introducing novice BBSers to the online 
world. 

The package, titled “DemoWriter” 
available as shareware under filename 
DWRK.EXE, by P2 Enterprises, is a 
great way for sysops to introduce new 
users to their boards. Hauser’s walks a 
user through logging on to his board, 
“The Delight the Customer BBS,” 
(517)797- 3740, and then through three 
separate areas including: Message Con¬ 
ferences, Files and Programs, and a 
Jobs Database. It is particularly helpful 
for individuals who have never logged 
on to a BBS before and is available on 
his board in the training area. For those 
who aren’t sure how to get it there he 
will mail you a copy free of charge if you 
leave a message or fax on the 24 hour 
voice support line for his board at 
(517)797- 3351. 

Hauser believes business boards of 
tomorrow will be more efficient than 
many of today’s current boards. Hauser, 
who was a speaker at One BBSCON last 
year on “How to direct market your 
BBS,” said efficiency comes in many 
forms, and one of those is a “flat” menu 
hierarchy - being able to go from a 
menu directly to the information you 
are looking for, rather than going 
through four or five menu layers to get 
to where you need to be and then having 
to back out of these layers. (It should be 
noted that layered menus are specifical¬ 
ly designed to facilitate sorting through 
large numbers of files quickly and effi¬ 
ciently.) 

Another way boards Hauser thinks 
business boards will be more efficient is 
by keeping unnecessary graphics to a 
minimum. Text gets lost among too 
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busy graphics, and they also make 
menus move slower, he explains. Mak¬ 
ing sure that all files are compressed for 
downloading is also a good time saver. 
And saving time is paramount to busi¬ 
ness boards. As Hauser puts it, if a busi¬ 
ness can shave even 10 seconds off a 
caller’s time, not by rushing them, but 
by being more efficient, after several 
hundred phone calls it really makes a 
difference. 

While many hobbyist’s boards are 
busiest from mid- afternoon on into the 
wee hours of the morning, business 
boards tend to peak during business 
hours, since many of the callers call 
from work, and £u*en’t paying the high 
daytime long distance rates out of their 
own pockets. Hauser says this is the 
case with his Delight the Customer BBS, 
a customer service and professionals’ 
^business board. In fact many of the sub¬ 
scriptions to his board are paid for with 
company credit cards and checks. 

A typical file that could be found on 
his board would be the results and 
research of a study an executive did 
comparing telephone systems for a large 
corporation, for example. This way, an 
executive faced with a similar task is 


given a head start on the job, saving 
both time and money. As if one BBS 
isn’t enough, Hauser is also the sysop of 
the Classroom Earth BBS, funded by a 
grant from NASA. 

Through his job as Director of Cus¬ 
tomer Service for the Consortium for 
International Earth Science Informa¬ 
tion Network, CIESIN, Hauser became 
sysop of Classroom Earth, a BBS dedi¬ 
cated to distributing global and environ¬ 
mental change data, and information on 
NASA programs. It is largely a board 
used by research scientist, educators 
and students but is open to anyone at 
(517)797- 2737, or by TELNET at 
classroom_earth.ciesin.org, port 2010. 
Classroom Earth has 16 direct dial lines 
and 16 TELNET ports as well. Both his 
Delight the Customer BBS and Class¬ 
room Earth are run on eSoft’s TBBS 
software. 

Even as the sysop of two BBSs, 
Hauser manages to keep his family 
intact. This is largely due to his wife, 
Melanie’s involvement in singing, danc¬ 
ing and acting locally. When she is at 
rehearsal, he stays home with their two 
children, Alec, 5, and Ben, 3. While baby 
sitting, he finds the time to maintain his 



Dennis Hauser & Sons 

own board. Delight the Customer BBS. 
Even though Hauser enjoys bulletin 
boards a great deal, running two of 
them is too much, he said. He is looking 
for a sysop to take the helm of Class¬ 
room Earth to free him up to accomplish 
other tasks. 

The business BBS list can be freely 
obtained by logging on to the Delight 
the Customer BBS and will be found on 
the main menu as: National 
Business/Professional BBS List. 


Matchmaker Electronic Pen-Pal Network 

Over 11,000 Matchmaker Users Nationwide 



Site 

Local Number 

San Antonio, TX . 

.(210) 337-6485 

Anchorage, AK . 

.(907) 248-9037 

Austin, TX . 

.(512) 458-1172 

Dallas, TX. 

.(817) 354-8880 

Washington, DC . 

.(703) 931-4902 

Denver, CO. 

.(303) 232-5523 

Houston, TX. 

.(713) 480-4466 

Los Angeles, CA . 

.(714) 895-5862 

New York, NY. 

.(516) 231-6966 

Richmond, VA . 

.(804) 270-0502 

Del Mar, CA . 

.(619) 224-6363 

Santa Clara, CA . 

.(408) 492-9700 

L.A. Valley Basin, CA .... 

.(818) 793-9108 

Tampa, FL . 

.(813) 961-8665 

VA Beach, VA . 

.(804) 547-7608 


1 Free Trial Time 

CHAT, E-MAIL, INTERNET MAIL ACCESS, HOLODECK, PEN-PALS, MATCHING 
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Business & Professional BBSs 


NAME 

NUMBER 

BPS 

SYSOP 

LOCATION 

SOFTWARE 

Sales Force 

(817)847-9255 

14400 

Ronnie Oldham 

Fort Worth, TX 

TBBS 

ACS Online 

(513)624-0552 

9600 

Tarry Shebesta 

Cincinnati, OH 

TBBS 

Agri-Specialists BBS 

(918)255-6542 

9600 


Wann, OK 

RA 

America’s Suggestion Box 

(516)471-8606 

14400 

Joe Jersynski 

Ronkonoma, NY 

TBBS 

American Business Research Net 

(516)754-9205 

2400 

Rob Imbriale 

Commack, NY 


Anomalous BBS 

(615)952-5638 

14400 

Roger Cook 

Nashville, TN 

MajorBBS 

Arizona Guide 

(602)797-0910 

14400 

Art Tarsha 

Tucson, AZ 

TBBS 

Assembler BBS 

(503)343-6383 

2400 

Dave Klindt 

Eugene, OR 

RBBS 

Attention To Details 

(909)681-6221 

14400 

Clint Bradford 

Riverside, CA 

RYBBS 

Auction Action Online 

(216)454-8003 

9600 

James Nicely 

Akron, OH 

Wildcat! 

Auction Action Online 

(216)454-8003 

2400 


Akron, OH 

Wildcat! 

Automation Insight 

(201)335-7202 

9600 




Automobile Consumer Services 

(513)624-0552 

9600 


Cincinnati, OH 


Axcess-Emergency Medicine 

(412)363-7510 

2400 


Pittsburgh, PA 

TBBS 

Biz-Net 2000 Online 

(313)559-8604 

14400 

Oscar Petoskey 

Southfield, Ml 

VBBS 

Bizynet 

(619)283-1721 

14400 

Chris Gunn 

San Diego, CA 

QuickBBS 

Black Bag 

(302)994-3772 

2400 

Edward Delgrosso 

Wilmington, DE 

Maximus 

Book BBS 

(215)657-6130 

9600 


Willow Grove, PA 


Book Stacks Unlimited 

(216)861-0469 

9600 

Charles Stack 

Cleveland, OH 

TBBS 

Business Online 

(216)332-2712 

2400 

Macy Bergoon 

Salem, OH 

Wildcat 

CBEE 

(202)267-4644 

9600 


Washington, DC 

TBBS 

Career Connections 

(415)917-2125 

14400 


Los Altos, CA 

TBBS 

Career Decisions Bbs 

(909)864-8287 

2400 

Ralph Schlender 

Highland, CA 

Wildcat! 

Career Systems 

(413)592-9208 

14400 

Ed Carroll 

Chicopee, MA 

Wildcat! 

Careers Online 

(317)873-6283 

14400 


Zionsville, IN 

PCBoard 

Central Records 

(916)443-8470 

9600 


Sacramento, CA 

TBBS 

Chicago Syslink 

(708)795-4442 

14440 

George Matyaszek 

Berwyn, IL 

TBBS 

City Senders BBS 

(216)734-1477 

2400 

Dennis Mraz 

North Olmsted, OH 

TBBS 

ClassiComputerfieds 

(317)359-5199 


Steve Edsall 

Indianapolis, IN 

Custom 

Compu-Mall! 

(215)672-0281 

9600 

Rick Kosick 

Southhampton, PA 

TBBS 

Computer Security BBS 

(303)962-9536 

14400 

Calvin Cline 

Loveland, CO 

Wildcat! 

Construction Hotline 

(209)982-1297 

2400 

Tracy Pengilly 

Manteca, CA 

Wildcat! 

Crescendo 

(410)792-7208 

14400 


Laurel, MD 

TBBS 

Cruise Trek’S SuperBBS 

(505)525-8626 

14400 

Gordon Lagrow 

Las Cruces, NM 

SuperBBS 

Cyberia 

(717)840-1444 

14400 

Adam Viener 

York, PA 

TBBS 

Dissociation Network 

(518)462-6134 

2400 

Maureen O’Brien 

Albany, NY 

VBBS 

EDN Magazine BBS 

(617)558-4241 

9600 

Charles Small 

Newton, MA 

MajorBBS 

Electronic Medical Center 

(407)241-7142 

14400 


Boca Raton, FL 

TBBS 

Electronic Publishers BBS 

(503)624-4966 

14400 

Brian Cash 

Portland, OR 

TBBS 

Energy/Recycling BBS 

(704)547-3114 

2400 


Charlotte, NC 

TBBS 

Engineering Paradise 

(513)864-1386 

14400 


Fairborn, OH 

SBBS 

Entrenet 

(908)647-2202 

9600 

Greg LegackI 

Basking Ridge, NJ 

TBBS 

Evergreen BBS 

(201)398-2373 

14400 

Bob Lawton 

Hopatcong, NJ 

Wildcat! 

Evergreen BBS 

(201)398-2373 

14400 


Hopatcong, NJ 

Wildcat! 

Eye Resources Network 

(708)299-1296 

16800 

Tom Young 

Des Plaines, IL 

RA 

FJob 

(912)757-3100 

9600 

Suzi Hamilton 

Macon, GA 

TBBS 

Farm Net USA 

(805)339-0945 

14400 

Bob Davis 

Ventura, CA 

TBBS 

Fedlink Alix II 

(202)707-4888 


Fed Library Infonet 

Washington, DC 


Fifth Estate 

(702)898-9684 

14400 

Darrell Lowe 

Las Vegas, NV 

Spitfire 

Fifth Estate BBS 

(702)898-9684 

14400 

Darrell Lowe 

Las Vegas, NV 

Spitfire 

Free Financial Network 

(212)752-8660 

14400 

Alex Nason 

New York, NY 

MajorBBS 

Galactic Rim 

(206)857-3106 

14400 


Gig Harbor, WA 

PowerBBS 

Good Sam BBS 

(714)957-2881 

14400 

Michael De Tomaso 

Costa Mesa, CA 

PCBoard 

Healthline 

(813)751-4573 

2400 

Tom Batchelor 

Bradenton, FL 

Access 

Home & Vacation Network 

(216)237-7727 

14400 


Cleveland, OH 

Wildcat! 

Home Automation BBS 

(416)471-6776 

9600 


Toronto, ON 

TBBS 

Horseman’s BBS 

(517)596-3233 

14400 

Brad Settles 

Munith, Ml 

Falken 
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Business & Professional BBSs 


NAME 

NUMBER 

BPS 

SYSOP 

LOCATION 

SOFTWARE 

lACC Online 

(313)763-7225 

14400 


Ann Arbor, Ml 

TBBS 

IFHCA 

(713)948-9906 

2400 


Houston, TX 

TBBS 

Inbound/Outbound & Teleconnect 

(212)989-4675 

2400 

Harry Newton 

New York, NY 

TBBS 

Infomarket Express 

(908)879-7209 

14400 

Edward Brzezowski 

Chester, NJ 

PC Board 

fonet BBS 

(609)628-4311 

9600 

Bob Fehn 

Petersburg, NJ 

Wildcat! 

International Music Suppliers 

(708)870-8126 

2400 


Mount Prospect, IL 

TBBS 

Investors Online Data 

(206)285-5359 


Don Shepherdson 

Bellevue, WA 


Jobbs 

(404)992-8937 


Bill Griffin 

Roswell, GA 


Kimberlely BBS 

(612)340-2489 

9600 


Minneapolis, MN 


Linking Rings Systems 

(318)449-4824 

14400 

Don Hutson 

Pineville, LA 

Wildcat! 

Labor & Insurance Law BBS 

(805)495-9911 

14400 

Rene Thomas FolseThousand Oaks, CA 

MajorBBS 

Lakewood Police Department 

(303)987-7388 

2400 

Larry Scheideman 

Lakewood, CO 

RBBS 

Law & Order 

(517)263-0273 

14400 

Chris Bourne 

Adrian, Ml 


Legis 

(210)656-2631 

2400 


San Antonio, TX 

TBBS 

Leisure & Business BBS 

(516)293-7540 

14400 


Farmingdale, NY 

Wildcat! 

MMIS Real Estate BBS 

(708)834-1450 

16800 

Matthew Rechs 

Villa Park, IL 

TBBS 

Max Ule’s BBS 

(212)809-1160 

9600 

Max Ule 

New York, NY 

TBBS 

Mechanix Choice 

(215)887-0171 

14400 


Glenside, PA 

TBBS 

Moneyline Express 

(718)816-5502 

2400 


Staten Island, NY 

TriBBS 

My Favorite BBS 

(916)381-2851 

14400 

Kevin King 

Sacramento, CA 

Wildcat! 

NVFC Firewatch 

(303)452-0105 

9600 

Ken Westiund 

Denver, CO 

RA 

Nightwatch 

(309)963-6060 

14400 

Jeff Tapke 

Danvers, IL 

Maximus 

Odyssey Music 

(503)695-3290 

9600 

Fred Katt 

Corbett, OR 

Wiidcat! 

Online Opportunities 

(215)873-7170 

14400 

Ward Christman 

Downingtown, PA 

TBBS 

Opportunity BBS 

(804)588-4031 

14400 

Patrick Jordan 

Norfolk, VA 

RBBS 

PJ Systems 

(517)451-2072 

14400 

Peter Forgacs 

Britton, Ml 

TBBS 

Pitstar BBS 

(708)687-4413 

14400 

Patrick Smith 

Oak Forest, IL 

PCBoard 

Price Shopper BBS 

(303)798-0727 

14400 

Bob Crook 

Littleton, CO 

MajorBBS 

Psychonominal BBS 

(318)254-0274 

14400 

Sam Flutchinson 

Ruston, LA 

Wildcat! 

RIRBBS 

(301)309-1808 

14400 

Steve Schulin 

Rockville, MD 

FirstClass 

RRI Bulletin Board 

(919)331-6039 

9600 

Jorice Williams 

Elizabeth City, NC 

TBBS 

Radiolink 

(708)518-8336 

9600 

Jack Taddeo 

Park Ridge, IL 

TBBS 

Realpix BBS 

(702)566-6840 

14400 


Las Vegas, NV 

DLG 

Run Of The Mill BBS 

(415)343-5160 

14400 

Don Silva 

San Mateo, CA 

RBBS 

SBA Online 

(800)697-4636 

9600 


Washington, DC 


Sarte Collection 

(407)881-0358 

9600 

Roger Mealey 

Palm Beach, FL 

Wildcat! 

Search BBS 

(206)253-5213 

2400 

Bill Sawvel 

Vancover, WA 

Spitfire 

Servant Of The Lord BBS 

(804)590-2161 

14400 

Charles Wootten 

Matoaca, VA 

Wiidcat! 

Six Sigma BBS 

(314)349-7616 

14400 

Ron Hartge 

St. Louis, MO 

MajorBBS 

Sleuth BBS 

(818)727-7639 

14400 

Mark Valentine 

Chatsworth, CA 

Searchiight 

Solutions 

(407)321-6119 

2400 

Dan Slage 

Sanford, FL 

MajorBBS 

Sourcery 

(702)256-6050 

14400 

Teresa Schoen 

Las Vegas, NV 

MajorBBS 

Stat Aglinel 

(604)531-8818 

2400 


White Rock, BC 

TBBS 

InStochos BBBS 

(518)393-0243 

9600 

Chris Miller 

Schenectady, NY 

Spitfire 

Strictly BusinessI 

(614)538-9250 

2400 

Bruce Kullberg 

Columbus, OH 

Wildcat! 

Tech BBS 

(219)654-3210 

9600 

Jim Buszkiewicz 

New Carlisle, IN 

TBBS 

The Ad Connection 

(804)978-3927 

2400 

David Jones 

Charlottesville, VA 

TriBBS 

The Algonquin Round Table 

(612)772-8628 

9600 

Patrick Sonnek 

Twin Cities, MN 

Proiine 

The Bizopps Connection 

(310)677-7034 

14400 

Lawrence C. Toliver 

Inglewood, CA 

MajorBBS 

The Businessman’s Special 

(312)736-5415 

9600 

Larry Teren 

Chicago, IL 

Wildcat! 

The Business Center 

(707)451-0393 

14400 

Gary Dent 

Vacaville, CA 

Wildcat! 

The CPA’s BBS 

(202)882-9067 

14400 

Rob Richmond 

Washington, DC 

RBBS 

The Computer Plumber 

(319)337-6723 

9600 

Art Petrzelka 

Iowa City, lA 


The Dealmakers BBS 

(908)730-9002 

14400 

Ted Kraus 

Belle Mead, NJ 

PCBoard 

The Delight The Customer BBS 

(517)797-3740 

9600 

Dennis A. Hauser 

Saginaw, Ml 

TBBS 

The Market BBS 

(201)467-3269 

14400 

Alan Sislen 

Short Hills, NJ 

PCBoard 

The Meeting Works 

(212)737-6932 

14400 

John K. Mackenzie 

New York, NY 

MajorBBS 
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NAME 

NUMBER 

BPS 

SYSOP 

LOCATION 

SOFTWARE 

The Nashville Audio Exchange 

(615)373-2795 

2400 

Bret Teegarden 

Nashville, TN 

Wiiidcat! 

The Nonprofit Network 

(609)261-5772 

2400 

Joseph Arcieri 

Mount Holly, NJ 

XBBS 

The Pill Box 

(405)681-5818 

2400 


Oklahoma City, OK 

Maximun 

The Professional’s BBS 

(716)728-3896 

2400 


Wayland, NY 

Spitfire 

The Real Estate Connection 

(303)933-3372 

9600 

Alisa Hager 

Littleton, CO 

Spitfire 

The Resume File 

(805)581-6210 

2400 

Steve Hawley 

Simi Valley, CA 

Wildcat! 

The Software Store 

(516)589-4984 

9600 

Michael Colucci 

Bohemia, NY 

Wildcat! 

The TQM Bbs 

(301)585-1164 

14400 

Tom Glenn 

Takoma Park, MD 

RBBS 

The Vitamin Shop 

(609)778-5922 

2400 

Joseph Arcieri 

Lumberton, NJ 

Wildcat! 

The Wall Street Connection 

(808)521-4356 

14400 

Keith Nakata 

Honolulu, HI 

PCBoard 

Town Center Info Exchange 

(410)995-1809 

14440 

Bob Martin 

Columbia, MD 

TAG 

Vertech’S Graphic Connection 

(503)591-8412 

14400 

Brant Katkansky 

Beaverton, OR 

TBBS 

Video Network BBS 

(513)891-2129 

2400 

Jim Gadrow 

Cincinnati, OH 

Custom 

Virtual Office Complex 

(805)339-0945 

14400 

Bill Curdy 

Ventura, CA 

TBBS 



NAME 

NUMBER 

BPS 

SOFTWARE 

SYSOP 

The Real Estate Shop BBS 

704-531-7375 

14,400 

Wildcat 

Jeff Tucker 

The Prof-BBS 

606-269-1565 

14,400 

Wildcat 

Don Bodley 

The ReaLink 

614-221-7425 

14,400 

PCBoard 

Mike Ossing 

Real Estate World BBS 

215-426-2268 

14,400 

Wildcat 

Ed Noble 

The DealMakers 

908-730-9002 

14,400 

Wildcat 

Ted Kraus 

The Easy Way Inn BBS 

508-672-4837 

14,400 

Wildcat 

Thom Souza 

The Market Place 

209-543-9034 

14,400 

Wildcat 

David Goss 

Homes Online 

919-894-1690 

14,400 

PowerBBS 

Jeff Johnson 

House Net 

410-745-2037 

14,400 

Wildcat 

Gene Hamilton 

Metroline Wire Services 

604-948-0272 

14,400 

FirstClass 

Stephen Dimond 

Niagra On-Line Information Services 

905-734-8827 

14,400 


Barrie Brown 

Channel ‘E’ 

604-988-2988 

2400 

RoboBoard 

Chester Bryndza 

Computer Real Estate On-Line 

714-552-8347 

14,400 

Wildcat 

George Vincente 

Gemstar Information Services 

206-539-3533 

14,400 

CoConet 

Vince Callaway 

Home Line BBS 

801-569-1881 

14,400 

PCBoard 

Thom Allen 
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Searchlight BBS 


...you won't believe your GUIs 


The Graphical User Interface is here to stay. Your 
callers love the dazzling displays and powerful 
features that Windows and OS/2 provide. They don't 
want to give that up just to call your board. 

If you just want graphics, you can choose any BBS 
program that supports TeleGrafix's Remote Imaging 
Protocol. But if you want the power that only a true 
GUI provides, then you need Searchlight 3.5. 

RIP support, not RIP service 

Beauty—like our competition's RIP support—is only 
skin deep. They still display text in 20-line chunks. 
They make you press Enter to confirm choices. And 
make you tag items by typing line numbers. 

And they can't create RIP screens. So you have to buy 
a paint program and spend hours drawing screens 
that match your menus. 

Searchlight believes in doing things first, and getting 
them right. In 1987, we released the first BBS with a 
full-screen editor. In 1988, we added Lotus-style 
menus. In 1993, we were first with RIP support. 

Our RIP support isn't tacked on—it's built in. We 
generate RIP screens on the fly. We give callers pick 
lists, scroll bars and dialog boxes. 

Is there really a difference? Listen to Boardwatch 
editor Jack Rickard: "Searchlight has incorporated 
RIP technology to an amazingly integrated level with 
their BBS package... It looks hot." 



me lighthouse was an existing RIP screen. The RIP menu 
on it was automatically generated by Searchlight. 



me scroll bar on our RIP message reader lets you read 
mail line by line. To jump anywhere in the message 
quickly and easily, click on the bar. 


No fine print 

Callers like the things Searchlight 3.5 does. Sysops 
like the things Searchlight won't do. 

We won't charge extra for DigiBoard compatibility or 
tech support. Our remote DOS shell is built in. Our 
30-day, money-back guarantee is unconditional, with 
no "restocking fee". If you want to add lines, we 
credit all your purchase price toward your upgrade. 

And we don't want to sell you a terminal program. 
We include TeleGrafix's RIPterm with every copy of 
Searchlight, so you can give every new caller a free, 
RIP-compatible terminal. 

So call us for your demo of Searchlight 3.5 today. 

And see why our sysops and their callers say that 
Searchlight just isn't like the other GUIs. 


$99 . single line $299 . 1-10 lines 

$179 . 1-3 lines $399 . unlimited 




1-800-988-LITE 


Visa • MC • AmEx • Discover 
Technical Support 216-631-9290 
BBS 216-631-9285 • Fax 216-631-9289 
6516 Detroit Ave, Cleveland, OH 44102 


Windows, OS/2, Lotus, Boardwatch, DigiBoard and RIP are 

trademarks of their respective companies. 


































































r WELCOME TO ^ 

> > > LINDA'S OWN BBS! < < < 

Yes, you read correctly! Welcome to my very own bbs. 

As a charter member of my board, you're entitled to have a great time! 

»>LINDA'S CONFERENCE: 

LJONES [Lulu]: Hey, great bulletin board, Linda! Thanks for the invitation to join! 

LWILLIAMS [Linda]: You're quite welcome. Glad you could make it! 

BDAVIS [Big Bad Bob]: So, how'd you pull this off? (envious smile....) Your own forum on a national online network? 

LWILLIAMS [Linda]: Yeah! NVN offers private forums to any group who needs a place to communicate. 1 told them 
my friends and I were looking for a new home. They set up my own forum! I've got a private message base, conferencing 
and even our own private data libraries for exchanging files. <G> 

GSTUTZ [GailTheGale]: Not bad! We also get access to all of NVN's other services. Games, forums, chat, business 
info. There's dozens and dozens of forums out there. I love playing MUD II! 

HBENSON [Vrrroooom!]: Linda, do you think I could get a forum for my stock car racing buddies? We're looking for a 
way to communicate. 

LWILLIAMS [Linda]: Absolutely! Give them a call at 1-800-336-9096 It's easy! 

^LJONES [Lulu]: Hey, I'm gonna go play MUD II! Talk to you later! :)_ J 


We supply the hardware, the bbs, and dial in access across the nation. 
You supply the ffiends. 


For more information on setting up 
your own bulletin board, contact 

NVN at 800-336-9096. 

To register for a subscription to NVN, 
follow the instructions in the box at right. 


How to register for an NVN subscription: 

To register on-line, set your comm software to 1200,2400 or 9600 bps, N-8-1, and full 
duplex. Dial 1-800-336-9092. When connected enter BW94CS and press <RETURNx 
Then enter name, address and Visa,® Discover® Card, MasterCard,® 

American Express® or EFT number. Your Starter Kit will be 
mailed right away. 

For more information, call 1-800-336-9096. 




A SERVICE OF 

U.S.Videoter 


NVN-Good stuff. Good price. 

Subscription is S8.95/month which includes 4 hours; or SI 2.95/month which includes 8 hours; or S19.95/month which includes 15 
hours of non-prime time access in standard services. 9600 bps access available at no surcharge. Standard services are S2.50/hour 
during non-prime (6pm - 7am weekdays, and all day weekends); S7.50/hour during prime-time {7am - 6pm, Mon-Fri). A few select 
premium services carry additional charges. Unused portions of hours provided by subscription may not be carried forward or trans¬ 
ferred. Hourly rates and service content are subject to change without notice. NVN is a service mark of National Videotex Network. 
Corp. All others for identification purposes only and belong to their respective companies or organizations. 
















Are you running your BBS 
for Business or Pieasure? 


Th« Major BBS by Ga 
Card Bdd-on Modcilos by DataSafa will lot 
you create the successful and profitable BBS 
you have always envisioned! 


Galacticomm with Credit 



AMERICAN EXPRESS 

3712 n 95006 


DiSCSUER 

6000 0000 0000 0000 


Bccept these Major Credit Cards 
Online! approved or Declined 
aotomaticaiiy, 24Hrs/Day 


VisaMon' 


$99 


The premier subscription module for The Major BBS. Works on hourly & subscription 
based systems. Performs automatic account class switching, credit card checking 
using MOD 10 and credit/day posting. Designed to work with the POS Dial module 
for automatic online credit card verification. 

Point-oNSale Dial $250 

The POS Dial module is designed to interface with VisaMan and Omni-Mall to perform 
automatic online credit card approval or declination, 24 hrs a day. Never worry about 
manual processing of your credit cards sales again. 

Omni-Mall"^ $249 

The first end-to-end shopping mall for The Major BBS. Performs file distribution of 
data products such as software, data base information and valuable text files. Email 
receipts and orders Faxed to store managers. Works with the POS Dial module for 
automatic online credit card verification. 


AcitoRate’ 


$99 


AutoRate is a credit surcharge utility that allows you to vary credit usage rates 
based on channel group, day of week, and time of day. Ideal for systems using X 25 
leased lines, surcharging high speed modem lines or discounting during off peak 
hours. 


- Galacticomm Products Discounted - 

DataSafe Publications, Inc. develops add-on products for The Major BBS, resells 
Galacticomm software and runs it’s own successful BBS. Whether you are setting up a 
Local Entertainment BBS, Corporate Support System or a National Online Service, we 
can help. Give us a call when you are ready to setup your system or when you need to 

The Major BBS 6.12 (2 User).$199 

User 6-Pack.$200 

RIPscrip Add-on Option. $212 

All Galacticomm Products Discounted 


Sounds OREim 


Teteflora CraditLina ® 

In order to accept credit cards on your BBS you will need to 
/secure a merchant account. Many banks and merchant account 
vendors don’t understand BBSs and how they operate. They either 
refuse merchant accounts to BBS operators or charge high rates for 
their services. Teleflora on the other hand knows BBSs and wants your 
business. As a representative for Teleflora, DataSafe can help you 
secure a merchant account. Give us a call today for a Teleflora 
application. 


ataSafe roBwiwa . 505-294-4980 Vole 
aUkations, Inc 505-294-1575 BBS 


I Tha Major BBS^y Galacticomm 

with Entertainment Bdd-on 
Modules by DataSafe will let 
you create the hottest multi- 
user game system around. 

Ussignment: Wdllstreet^ $99 

You have been transformed into a lowly MBA graduate, 
fresh out of an IVY league school. Your mission: to become 
a powerful corporate raider. Rise through the ranks with 
only your cunning to assist you, and if you live long 
enough, you just might make it to the top! 


FOCIRmation 


TM 


$49 


Bring the excitement of vertical checkers to your system. 
Be the first to get four tiles in a row either vertically, 
horizontally, or diagonally and wint the game. Multiple 
games can be played simultaneously. Users can watch 
games in progress and challenge other users. 


NovaTtak 


$99 


NovaTrek is a full screen ANSI space game in which you 
become the captain of a spaceship and recruit a crew to 
scour the galaj^ for uncharted planets, aliens and 
adventure. Sysop configurable options include number of 
planets, players and aliens plus, ship and alien 
specifications. 


SabSIriksr 


$99 


You command your own nuclear powered submarine cind 
you must protect your country from the evil forces that 
lurk in the calm, deep waters. A "heads-up" full screen 
ANSI display display allows for total control of all aspects of 
your sub. Re^-time display updates make for the most 
realistic multi-user interactive simulation available on the 
market today! Included features such as multiple sub 
classes, weapon systems and extensive online help! 


Super Hangman 


$49 


Along with standard hangman rules, you can request both 
antonyms and synonyms for the mystery word, thereby 
increasing vocabulary usage. 


jBSjltiiUias by DateSate | 


Global Powor' 


$49 


Global Power sets the NEW standard in global command 
modules. Sysop commands include class switching, key 
assignment, credit posting and more. User options include 
password changes, teleconference entrance/exit message 
changes and Global Graphics(TM) to other users. 


HalpMan" 


$49 


HelpMan scans your BBS subdirectory for the help files 
provided with MBBS/TPD moudles and lets your users 
display them online. Plus, you can add your own custom 
help files! 

BBS Lister Bonos Pack $69 

Two listers for the price of one! The BBS Lister allows you 
to inaintain up to 10 independent BBS Lists on your 
Major BBS at the same time. You can set up local, state, 
national & support lists. Plus you get the "MajorNet 
Edition" as a bonus. 


505-294-4980 Voice 

































TATC. 

List of BBS List Keepers 

This listing comprises a list of those who compile and 
maintain lists of bulletin boards, either by topical cate¬ 
gory, or by some geographic area or definition - often 
by area code. The primary bulletin board system 
where the list can be downloaded electronically is 
also included. 



BBSLIST TOPIC 

AUTHOR/EDITOR 

CONTACT BBS 

TELEPHONE 

Republic of South Africa 

Henk Wolsink 

Catalyst BBS 

(041)34-1122 

Connecticut AC 203 

Kevin Brook 

Creative Edge BBS 

(203)743-4044 

BBS With Handicapped Focus 

Bill McGarry 

Handicap News BBS 

(203)926-6168 

Seattle AC 206A/Vest Washington 

Bob Dinse/Nanook 

Eskimo North 

(206)367-3837 

Tacoma Washington AC 206 

Richard Langsford 

AmoCat BBS 

(206)566-1155 

Autocad Related BBS 

Jason Osgood 

SAUG BBS 

(206)644-7115 

Kitsap County Washington 

Michael Schuyler 

Quicksilver BBS 

(206)780-2011 

Maine 207 

Scott R. Bodeen 

Street Corner BBS 

(207)442-0997 

Central California AC 209 

Jack Porter/Madera UG 

Zen Den Systems 

(209)675-8436 

Graphical User Interface BBS 

David Shapiro 

The Gooey (GUI) BBS 

(212)876-5885 

96 List - 9600+bps BBS 

Ken Sukimoto 

Downtown BBS 

(213)484-0260 

Open Access UNIX Site List 

Phil Eschallier 

LGNP1 (login:BBS) 

(215)348-9727 

Pennsylvania AC 215/609/302 

Ron Brandt 

DSCA/OICENET 

(215)443-9434 

Cleveland Area 216 

Jim Barry 

Flip Flop 

(216)951-9134 

Champaign-Urbana IL AC 217 

Eddie Thomson 

The Dungeon BBS 

(217)355-1214 

Conservation/Nature BBS List 

D.Wendling/JS Christianso 

Coin of the Realm 

(301)585-6697 

Ham/Amateur Radio BBS 

Stan Staten 

3WINKS BBS 

(301)590-9629 

Handicapped Issues BBS 

Richard Barth 

HEX BBS 

(301)593-7357 

Desktop Publishing BBS 

Frank Atlee 

Infinite Perspective 

(301)924-0398 

Delaware AC 302 

Vince Boehm/Dave Osburn 

Talk Radio BBS 

(302)429-7667 

Medical Issues BBS 

Edward Del Grosso 

Black Bag 

(302)994-3772 

Colorado AC 303/719 

Willis Morrow 

Big Boy’s BBS 

(303)458-3832 

Cave Exploration BBSs 

Douglas L. Moore II 

The CatEye BBS 

(304)592-3390 

South Florida Area 305/407 

Eric Thav 

Silicon Beach BBS 

(305)474-6512 

Southern California 

Mike Hefferman 

SOCAL Corner 

(310)422-7942 

California AC 310 

Jim Walton 

Illusions BBS 

(310)804-3324 

Detroit Area 313 

Horst Mann 

Tony’s Corner 

(313)754-1131 

St. Louis AC 314 

Beth Brooks 

Fire Escape’s Dir 

(314)741-9505 

ASP BBS Member List 

Bob Ostrander 

PBS-BBS 

(317)856-2087 

Engineering Related BBS 

Arthur Petrzelka 

Computer Plumber 

(319)337-6723 

Rhode Island Area 401 

Mike Labbe 

Eagle’s Nest 

(401)732-5292 

Alberta AC 403 

Stephen Decarie 

T-8000 

(403)246-4487 

Calgary Alberta AC 403 

Jose del Rio 

The Quantum BBS 

(403)252-5119 

Atlanta Area 404 

Online Atlanta Society 

OASIS 

(404)627-2662 

Atlanta Area 404 

Rodney Aloia 

INDEX System 

(404)924-8472 

Montana Area 

Jay Michalik 

Valley Light BBS 

(406)273-6399 

Orlando Florida AC 407 

Matt Drury 

London BBS 

(407)895-1335 

San Francisco Bay Area 

Mark Shapiro 

BABBA BBS 

(408)946-5642 

Baltimore BBS Area 410 

Brad Blase 

Silver Streak BBS 

(410)683-1583 

Pittsburgh AC 412 

Chas Stokes 

Zuul’s Catacombs 

(412)264-9787 

National BBS List 

DP Mclntire/Beth Spotts 

Ameriboard 

(412)349-6862 

North America Nudist List 

Patrick O’Brien 

Natural Connection 

(414)426-2110 

Ontario AC 416 

Jeff Young 

Tradewinds BBS 

(416)503-4388 
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BBSLIST TOPIC 

AUTHOR/EDITOR 

CONTACT BBS 

TELEPHONE 


Toledo Ohio Area 
Arkansas Area 501 
Portland Oregon BBS 
New Orleans BBS List 
New Mexico Area Code (505) 
Worcester MA AC (508) 

Corpus Christi 

Austin Area BBS List AC 512 
Selected BBS 
List of Gay/Lesbian BBS 
AC 516 Free Shareware BBS 
Area Code 517 - Mid-Michigan 
Business/Professional BBS 
Phoenix AC (602) 

Phoenix AC (602) 

Cochise County Arizona 
Kentucky AC (606) 

Wisconsin 608 
New Jersey AC 609 
New Jersey Area 201/609/908 
Minnesota Twin Cities AC 612 
Apple II BBS 
Tennessee AC 615/901 
San Diego, CA AC 619 
San Diego AC 619 
Apple II BBS with Internet con 
Virginia AC 703/804 
OS/2 BBS Systems 
Washington DC BBS List 
Geneology Related BBS 
Charlotte NC AC 704 
Charlotte, NC AC 704 
Black Run/Oriented BBS 
Chicago 

Airline Pilot/JUMPSEAT BBSs 
Houston Area 713 
Rochester NY AC 716 
Ecology/Conservation BBS 
Firearms Related bbs 
Wildcat! BBS 

Central California Area 805 
Oahu Hawaii 

Technical Support BBS List 
Pinellas/Tampa Florida AC 813 
Kansas City Area 816/913 
Dallas/Ft Worth Area 214/817 
Occult BBS 

Commodore 64/128/Amiga BBS 

Alaska AC 907 

Darwin National USBBS List 

OS/2 Related BBS 

Tulsa Oklahoma Area BBS List 

Raleigh NC Area Code 919 

U.S.S.R. BBS List 


Ryck Zarick 
Bob Underdown 
Lisa Gronke 
Jeff Jones 
Dan Kiehl 
Jim Metzler 
James Cordani 
John Foster 

Joseph Caplinger & Son 

Eric Blair 

Harold Stein 

Rick Rosinski/SAMM 

Dennis Hauser 

John Mendivil 

Sue Widemark 

Kevin McCrory 

Jon Hagee 

Jim Wargula 

Dave Schubert 

Wayne R. Morton 

Barry Watson 

Mike Shecket 

unknown 

Tom Grigg 

Joe Nicholson 

Morgan Davis 

Eddie Gebhard 

Pete Norloff 

Mike Focke 

Richard A. Pence 

Blaine Schmidt 

Blaine Schmidt 

Arthur “Rambo” McGee 

Paul Chartraw 

Rex Chadwell 

David E. Wachenschwanz 

Tracy Logan 

Bob Chapman 

Jerry Brunet 

Jim Harrer 

Larry Honore 

Brent Davis 

Gary Barr 

Emery Mandel 

Roy TImberman 

Mark Robbins 

Phil Hansford 

John RIgali 

Patti Johnson 

Bob Breedlove 

Dave Fisher 

Linda Hargraves 

Mike Stroud 

Serge Terekhov 


Programmer’s Tech 
The Blue & The Grey 
DawGone Disgusted 
Southern Star BBS 
MDC Computers BBS 
Miwok Village BBS 
Treasure Island 
Camel’s Back BBS 
J&J’s BBS 
S-TEK BBS 
Long Island Exchange 
Wolverine BBS 
Delight The Customer 
Majestic Royalty BBS 
Cheese Whiz BBS 
The Commo Shack BBS 
Kentucky Explorer 
JW-PC Dataflex.HST 
The Casino PCBoard 
Praedo BBS 
Abiogenetic BBS 
Way Out 

SPDA Info Service 
ComputorEdge 
General Alarm 
pro-sol 

PC Power House 
OS2/Shareware BBS 
Interconnect 
NGS-CIG 

Moobasi Optics, Ink 
Moobasi Optics, Ink 
BDPA BAC BBS 
The Hideaway BBS 
ChicAAgo Hangar 
Atomic Cafe BBS 
Logan’s Run 
EarthArt BBS 
Neon Nights 
Wildcat! HQ 
His Board 
Land’s End BBS 
Digicom BBS 
Mercury Opus 
Sound Advice 
Second Sanctum 
Mysteria 
Night Gallery 
Alaska Pirate Soc. 

Bob’s BBS 
LiveNet 1:170/110 
ACCESS AMERICA 
Micro Message Svc. 
Court Crimson King 


(419)478-7333 

(501)444-8420 

(503) 297-9145 

(504) 885-5928 

(505) 434-0258 
(508)754-6512 
(512)241-8358 

(512) 243-0077 

(513) 236-1229 

(514) 597-2409 

(516) 271-6523 

(517) 695-9952 
(517)797-3740 
(602)278-1651 
(602)279-0793 
(602)452-0587 
(606)271-1451 

(608) 837-1923 

(609) 561-3377 
(609)953-0769 
(612)774-8454 

(614) 436-4846 

(615) 952-5638 
(619)573-1675 
(619)669-0385 
(619)670-5379 
(703)348-1423 
(703)385-4325 
(703)425-2505 

(703) 528-2612 

(704) 541-9842 
(704)541-9842 

(707) 552-3314 

(708) 748-1911 
(708)980-1613 
(713)530-8875 
(716)328-2914 

(803) 552-4389 

(804) 588-4978 

(805) 395-0650 
(805)652-1478 
(808)499-2527 

(812) 479-1310 

(813) 321-0734 

(816) 436-4516 

(817) 784-1178 

(818) 353-8891 
(818)448-8529 
(907)248-9364 
(916)929-7511 
(918)481-5715 

(918) 747-2542 

(919) 779-6674 
7-3832-356722 
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WILPCAT! /M — The intelligent alternative. 



You can have it all with WILPCAT! IM 


Why give up speed, pov/er and flexibility 
just to run a multi-user BBS? Why pay hign 
add-on prices for the kind of features you 
have a right to expect in a professional 
BBS program? Why pay thousands extra 
for software only a programmer can un¬ 
derstand? 

WILDCATI IM easily handles up to eight high speed 
modem lines on a 486 PC using an intelligent Digiboard 
card, with no noticeable slowdown in performance. Add 
one or more eight-line workstations to your LAN, and you 
have a fully network-compatible multi-user BBS with local 
logins, w/7nouf having to spend, spend, and spend again. 


Yes, We Po Poors 


With WILDCAT! IM, you're not tied to proprietary modules 
that cost a lot but might not fit your needs. You're not locked 
in to buying source code or special compilers and libraries 
if you want to use serious business applications instead of 
space monster games. And you're not stuck with kludges 
that require you to have additional PCs networked to your 
BBS, just to run doors and DOS applications. 

That's because WILDCAT! IM lets you run off-the-shelf 
applications as ordinary menu selections. We even give 
you a customized version of DOORWAY — to add 
Digiboard compatible COM I/O routines to your favorite 
DOS applications. 


Yes. We Po E-Mail 


Whether you need local or wide-area messaging, whether 
you want shared public conference mail or point-to-point 
E-Mail, WILDCAT! IM can help you do it. Whether you 
need a simple QWK-compatible network, or our optional 
MHS and UUCP gateways, WILDCAT! IM helps you move 
the mail. 


Yes, We Po LAN Sessions 


You don't have to pay hundreds extra just for add-ons to 
let your LAN users log Into the BBS. WILDCATI IM was 
designed for LAN compatibility from the start. It's this 
simple: install WILDCAT! IM on any network drive. Then 
run WILDCATI BBS from the DOS prompt at any worksta¬ 
tion on the network. Full functionality. Including file up¬ 
loads and downloads across the LAN. Up to 250 
simultaneous sessions in any combination of local LAN 
logins and modem connections. Why do it any other way? 


Yes. We Po RIP 


RIP (Remote Imaging Protocol) graphics come standard 
with WILDCATI IM. Users can select menu commands with 
the mouse, and see graphics comparable to or better than 
those found on Prodigy or America Online. And we don't 
make your users give up their favorite professional commu¬ 
nications software, either. RIP graphics are fully supported 
by QmodemPro. 


Yes, We Po CP-ROM 


Of all the new computer hardware developments of the last 
decade, none have had more impact on the BBS world 
than CD-ROM technology. CD-ROMs are a perfect way to 
add huge numbers of files to your BBS. Instead of making 
you use third-party doors or expensive add-on modules to 
support a CD-ROM, WILDCATI /M treats it just like another 
hard drive, showing the CD-ROM files as part of your 
regular file download areas. 

What are you wa/f/ng for? 

Got a question? Coll us toll free at 

800 - 807-2874 

Mustang Software, Inc. 

Box 2264, Bakersfield, CA 93303 

665 ( 805 ) 8 ^ 24 ^ 

SOFTWARE 

INC. 






















Chicagoland's Largest System 

Since 1988 


Aquila has filled the computer screens of Chicagoland for over three years, 
growing from a single modem line system in 1988 to over 25 lines in 1992. 
Aquila’s success over the years is due to the enthusiastic support of our users. 
New callers are encouraged to download our current file list and electronic mail 
conference listing. A short guided tour highlighting our system services is also 
available for new users. All of our information is automatically mailed to you to 
read in the comfort of your home or office. So pick up your modem and give us 
a call! You will find Aquila BBS to be the most valuable bulletin board in your 
dialer. 


rograms - Thousandls On-Line 

Give your modem a workout! We add new shareware and public domain 
programs everyday. Over 400 programs are added weekly. With more than 5 
Gigabytes of on-line storage, we stock over 50 thousand programs. Aquila 
makes it easy to find the programs that are important to you, by organizing them 
into 120+ file directory categories everyday. 



.ateEsteitteMittdows Uses,. 


With Windows becoming the most popular user interface around, we make an 
extra effort to keep you supplied with the latest programs and enhancements by 
devoting a special conference area just for Windows containing 2000+ files 
organized into 40+ file directory categories. 


Our organization and the latest programs make our file areas the most popular 
around. These are just a few of our most popular categories available: 



Ihe AyuiLA BBS Team (Left to right: Kevin & Kristy Behrens, Steve Williams, Chris Babb) 


Diagnostic UtiHties 
System Enhancements 
File Organizers 
Word Processing 


Computer Games 
Music and Midi Sound Files 
Computer Animations 
CAD Drawing Utilities 


Business - Finance - Tax 
Novell and Lan Utilities 
Database 
Programming 


Icons - Icon Managers 
Wallpaper - BMP's 
Multi-Media Related 
Fonts - Font Utilities 


JSIew User Information 



All first time callers receive by mail, our printed 'New User Information' and 'E-Mail Conference Directory' 
guide, as well as a '(^uick Conunand Guide' to help you get the most out of Aquila. The new user information 
covers system services such as answers to commonly asked questions, USAToday, Board watch Magazine, and 
Electronic Mail off-line readers. The Quick Command Guide' is a desktop lookup for using Aquila commands. 

[|5[I3S 

708 - 820-8344 

New User Information 


Aquila Starter Kit 


Callers that are new to modem communications will find 'The Aquila Starter Kit' a great time-saver. Easy for 
the beginner and helpful for the expert! This $39.95 kit includes the following: 


Procomm (communications program) Our complete file listing on floppy disk 

Full documentation for all BBS commands Off-Line E-Mail Reader 

Off-line file browsing program Three month basic membership 

Around The World E-MAIL 

Over 450 Conference Topics 

We currently echo to and from ILink, RIME, Fido-Net and Throbnet with more to come in the near future. You 
can get virtually any question answered here and join in on lively discussions with people from across the 
country and around the world. We also publish our own 'E-Mail Directory' that is sent to all users of Aquila 
BBS. This directory hsts all of our conferences by category and gives a brief description of the topic of each one. 
Here is a small sampUng of over 450 interesting topics that we offer: 

General Discussion Vendor Support For-Sale 

Computer Related Programming Languages Current Events 




Call Today ! - Modem - (708) 820-8344 - Voice - (708) 820-0480 














































































Advertise your electronic bulletin board/online information service in Boardwatch Magazine. Let our readers know who you are and 
what you’re doing with on-line technology. To order a BBS ad in the Boardwatch Classified BBS ad section, call the Boardwatch 
BBS at (303) 973-4222 and use our online ad entry system. In addition to standard list information, enter up to 255 characters of 
text describing your on-line service - all for $25 per month. Master Card or Visa only. 


PCBOARD 
BBS OPERATORS 

Clark Development Company, Inc., 
developer of PCBOARD BBS Soft¬ 
ware, has made a standing offer to 
pay 50% of the cost of classified 
advertisements in Boardwatch 
Magazine placed by any BBS that 
notes their use of PCBOARD 
14.5a or later software. 

Your cost for an ad here: $12.50 

MicroSellar BBS (201)239-1151 Verona, New 
Jersey since 03/83. Sysop: Mark Rapp. Using 
PCBoard 15.1 with 10 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 5100 MB storage. US Robotics at 19200 
bps. No fee. PCBoard 15.x ALPHA site. NJ’s 
preferred BBS for the professional 11 yrs run¬ 
ning. HiSpeed lines for EASY ACCESS. Gold 
mine of the BEST-QUALITY, Latest Files, 
Games, Info. MANY mail networks including 
Internet. Trial access provided -Major credit 
cards. 

Synergy Online Communications (201)331- 
1797 Parsippany, New Jersey since 07/93. 
Sysop: Jim Boxmeyer. Using PCBoard 15.0 with 
30 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 10000 MB stor¬ 
age. Cardinal at 38400 bps. No fee. Full FREE 
access on first call. Internet/Usenet, RIME, Int- 
elec, and U’NI-net. 1000’s of recent files online 
(92/93). All nodes are running V.32 high speed 
modems. NEW files daily! Contact the world 
through Synergy! HUGE ADULT AREAS. 1000’s 
of GIFs! 

The HOT Tub Chat Lounge (201)617-8054 

Union City, New Jersey since 12/89. Sysop: 
George Eppich. Using MajorBBS V6.11 with 8 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 8100 MB storage. 
US Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. LOTS of 
CHAT 24 Hours/day with a National Chat 
Hookup from 7pm to 1am EVERYNIGHT! Meet 
other MEN & WOMEN across the USA! Chat 
about ANY & ALL topics. Participate in OUR 
EVER POPULAR ADULT CHAT! Matchmaking 
services available! Lots of files, msgs & games! 


The GearBox (201)692-1110 New Milford, New 
Jersey since 11/01. Sysop: Mark Paris. Using 
Synchronet 1c with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 4000 MB storage. ZyXEL at 19200 bps. $10 
Points fee. Full Featured Multiline system. 4 
Nodes, real time chat, doors, 200+ Fidonet 
confs., 250+ Relaynet Confs., 35000+ Files. 
Software Distribution Network, Doornet, and 
much more! Point System subscriptions and flat 
rates. Visa/MC. 

Chat Chalet (201)791-8850 Saddle Brook, New 
Jersey since 04/91. Sysop: Ronnie Meier. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 24 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 877 MB storage. Practical at 14400 bps. 
$10.00 Monthly fee. “Where New Friends Meet” 
(We get over 700 calls each day) Send us your 
picture we will make you a GIF (FREE) 

BEACON STUDIOS BBS (201)863-5253 Union 
City, New Jersey since 01/93. Sysop: Conrad 
Koblack. Using Major BBS 6.11 with 8 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 15090 MB storage. Supra 
at 14400 bps. $.50 Hourly fee. Free trial period 
and Free downloads to new users. NJ’s largest 
database of D/L files with 18 CD’s on-line. NJ’s 
largest Non-X rated Graphics database with 6 
Graphics Libraries. Voice/Customer Support 
line. 2 National Chat linkups, and MajorNet. 

Jezebel’s Parlour BBS (201)927-2932 Flan¬ 
ders, New Jersey since 04/92. Sysop: Beverly 
Delisa. Using TBBS 2.2 with 12 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 3720 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 9600 bps. $50.00 Annual fee. Over 7 giga¬ 
bytes of files, including adult graphics. New in- 
house scanned Gif files added each week. 
Online games and databases, user to user chat, 
conference areas, and adult matchmaking. The 
BBS with the feminine touch! 

Masterpiece (206)639-0899 Seattle, Washing¬ 
ton since 01/93. Sysop: Greg Byrd. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 48 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 17000 MB storage. US Robotics at 16.8 
bps. $.40 Hourly fee. Also Zyxel 16.8 modems! 
With 24 CD’s online, we have the largest file 
base on MajorBBS in the Northwest! Chatlink 
from 6pm to Midnight NIGHTLY, MailLink, Multi¬ 
user games, including Tele-Arena, Mutants!, 
Galatic Empire and MUCH more! Visa/MC/900. 


MAJORBBS/MAJORNET 
BBS OPERATORS 

Galacticomm, Inc., developer of 
MajorBBS and ProStar Software, 
Inc., developer of MailLink and 
MajorNet have made a standing 
offer to pay 50% of the cost of 
classified advertisements in 
Boardwatch Magazine placed by 
any BBS that notes their use of 
MajorBBS & MajorNet 
Your cost for an ad here: $12.50 

The Nameless One! BBS (206)775-4697 Lyn¬ 
nwood, Washington since 08/91. Sysop: Andy 
Scollard. Using RoboBOARD/FX 1.02 with 4 
lines on OS2 2.1 486/66 with 6050 MB storage. 
Zyxel at 19200 bps. $29.00 Annual fee. Featur¬ 
ing the Latest in Online Graphics, The Nameless 
One! BBS is growing like crazy! Join a BBS 
where your suggestions are TOP PRIORITY! 
Internet eMAIL, USA Decisionline, USENET, 
Fidonet, Robo-NET, INGNET-BRENET league 
member, etc... Give us a whirl! 

ProStar Plus (206)941-0317 Auburn, Washing¬ 
ton since 01/88. Sysop: Robert Michnick. Using 
MajorBBS 6.11 with 91 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 10000 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $.50 Hourly fee. Join the Best in the West, 
200,000 files, MajorNet Central Hub nightly 
national chats via InterLink, 75 games, national 
access from 500 cities, ProStar After Dark for 
the over 18 crowd, free Internet access, Seattle 
DateLine, real-time stocks and MORE! 

Black Forest (207)259-0950 East Machias, 
Maine since 11/93. Sysop: Gary L. Lester. Using 
Wildcat 3.9 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80486 with 
204 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. No 
fee. General purpose BBS, featuring CD-ROMs 
from profit press using Megadoor routine, some¬ 
thing for everyone. 
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Exxxtacy Adult BBS (209)962-4045 Pine Mt. 
Lake, California since 04/86. Sysop: Victoria 
Cummings. Using Major BBS 6.0 with 4 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 2000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 9600 bps. $25 Annual fee. Large Hi- 
Rez Adult File collection with over 8,000 erotic 
files. NEW MEMBER BONUS - FREE Adult 
XXX VMS Video Tape with each membership. 
Additional features include on-line games. Graf¬ 
fiti wall, CHAT, Sig’s, Classified’s and more. 
VISA/MC accepted online. 

TRI-COM Data Network (210)725-5398 Laredo, 
Texas since 01/93. Sysop: Rod Wilkens. Using 
MajorBBS 6.11 with 32 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 500 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. No fee. MajorNet/Maillink (@TRI), INTER¬ 
NET Email (tri-com.com), national Chat Tele¬ 
conference nightly, Multi-Player games, online 
Computer Store & classified ads, BBS database. 
6 CD-ROMs online. Downloads available on first 
call. National access in 500-i- cities! 

Access New York (212)580-6473 New York, 
New York since 05/93. Sysop: Mark Green. 
Using MajorBBS 6.11 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 600 MB storage. TelePath at 14400 
bps. No fee. Get a FREE Internet address for 
email & all newsgroups. Get a FREE MajorNet 
address. In addition to our BookSpace, Game- 
Space, Personals, Classifieds & Shareware, we 
have great listings: Happenings In Town, Wines, 
Books, Videos, Restaurants, etc. 

Midnight Driver Data Super Highway 
(212)750-3643 New York City since 07/93. 
Sysop: Dave Lew. Using PCBoard 15.0 with 4 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 2.6 MB storage. 
Multi-Tech at 14400 bps. $59.95 Annual fee. 
FREE INTERNET MAIL AND USENET NEWS! 
Over 700 Usenet newsgroups and increasing 
every day. 2 CD-ROMs with tons of Shareware. 
Lots of games including the latest Apogee 
wares. The BEST buy around. Come cruise by 
and see what all the excitement is about! 

COMPUTERS & DREAMS 0.1.S. (212)888- 
6565 New York, New York since 01/91. Sysop: 
William Stewart. Using PCBoard 15.1 with 14 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 3600 MB storage. 
US Robotics at 16800 bps. No fee. NEW YORK 
CITY’S BEST BBS! Call and find out for your¬ 
self! Access is FREE! Graphical Interface. 
INTERNET ACCESS, Thousands of FILES, 
Great CHATTING, PRIZES! USENET News- 
groups, RIME Conferences, GAMES: Trade- 
wars, LOD, GWAR, SRE & Much More! PCPur- 
suit:NYNYO 



Making Money! BBS (213)461-0932 Los Ange¬ 
les, California since 01/94. Sysop: Hector Davi¬ 
la. Using WildCat 3.60 with 6 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 2200 MB storage. US Robotics at 
14400 bps. No fee. Make Money! BBS is a total¬ 
ly unique online information service. You’ll make 
money the very first time you use it. 

The DownTown BBS (213)484-0260 Los Ange¬ 
les, California since 08/88. Sysop: Ken Sukimo- 
to. Using MajorBBS 6.11 with 6 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 6800 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 14400 bps. $1.00 Hourly fee. Featuring VGA, 
SVGA Adult graphics. Original adult GIFs. 
28,000-1- adult files on 6 CD’s & 4Gb of hard 
drive storage. Originating system for 96LIST & 
MajorNet Node List. All lines v.32bis; 16.8k 
ZyXEL & 14.4k HST available. MajorNet Node- 
ID: @DWN. 

Homegrown BBS (213)664-1706 Los Angeles, 
California since 11/93. Sysop: John King. Using 
MajorBBS 6.01 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 1500 MB storage. Cardinal at 14400 bps. 
$10 Monthly fee. THE ORIGINAL AMATEUR! 
Featuring original amateur adult GIF’s, 24 bit 
TIF’s, and HOT AVI clips (movies)! RIPScrip 
graphics. All lines v.32bis. 

The Liberty BBS (213)732-2300 Los Angeles, 
California since 07/92. Sysop: John Galt. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 134 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 5420 MB storage. US Robotics at 
2400 bps. $10 Monthly fee. Local to callers from 
8 California area codes! Nationwide ChatLink, 
WorldLink, MailLink, MajorNet, INTERNET & 
Usenet Newsgroups. Use your modem to call 1- 
800-474-1818 for local & low cost nationwide 
SprintNet access information! Chat, games, 
news & more! 

BCS BBS (213)962-2902 Los Angeles, Califor¬ 
nia since 03/92. Sysop: Jim Lee. Using WildCat 
3.90P with 6 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 2500 
MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. $52 
Annual fee. Los Angeles’ Premium BBS. Full 
subscription. ILink, Cal-Link & Internet, Usenet. 
Quality files only. New services regularly added. 
All major credit cards. 6 high speed lines and 
growing rapidly. 


Clockwork the BBS (215)546-7088 Philadel¬ 
phia, Pennsylvania since 05/93. Sysop: Sloan. 
Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 16 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 1200 MB storage. US Robotics at 
14400 bps. $10 Monthly fee. FIRST MONTH 
FREE!! We offer ChatLink, WorldLink, and 
MajorNet. We also have over 6 Gigabytes of 
Shareware and Freeware available from CD- 
ROMs and many other files, including MAC, on 
disk. PLUS we have over 20 online multi-player 
games. We support RIP. 

The Magic Bus (215)628-2646 Ambler, Penn¬ 
sylvania since 06/93. Sysop: Matt Payne. Using 
MajorBBS 6.11 with 08 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 850 MB storage. Zyxel at 19200 bps. $5 
Monthly fee. PHILADELPHIA’S FASTEST 
GROWING BBS! 8 lines up to 19.2. 15 games 
including Swords and Sorcery, International chat 
every night, World-Wide Mail Transfers using 
Mailink, 6 CD-ROM’S online, and much more! 

The Anterra Network (215)675-3851 Hatboro, 
Pennsylvania since 03/90. Sysop: Steve Fergu¬ 
son. Using WildCat 3.9 with 5 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 10800 MB storage. US Robotics at 
16.8 bps. $5 Monthly fee. Philadelphia Area’s 
Largest BBS! Over 53,000 Files and 700 Mes¬ 
sage Conferences from FidoNet, WildNet, 
ThrobNet, AdultNet, EINet, and RimeNet. The 
Best Game of Trade Wars in the 215 Area 
Code! 

The Round Table (215)678-0818 Reading, 
Pennsylvania since 03/90. Sysop: Dan MCCoy 
& Mike Brown. Using PCBoard 14.5a with 7 
lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 2500 MB storage. 
US Robotics at 14400 bps. $20-55 Annual fee. 
FREE Two Week Access for ALL! Engineering & 
AutoCad Specialty System. 50,000-i- Files Tech¬ 
nical, Windows, Dos util & More! 400-i-Sigs on 6 
Networks. USAtoday, Games, & News. Member 
USN and ASP. 

ONIX (215)879-6616 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
since 04/87. Sysop: Jeff N. Miller. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 w/RIP with 18 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 2240 MB storage. US Robotics at 
19200 bps. $15.00 Monthly fee. PHILADELPHI¬ 
A’S FRIENDLIEST BBS! 29 multi-player games, 
files for IBM, Amiga, MAC, Windows, Local & 
National chat lines. INTERNET/Usenet/Major- 
net/Worldlink. 30 FREE DAYS for new mem¬ 
bers. (215) 879-6616 or (610) 992-1720. Call 
TODAY! 


THE GENERAL BR8 


We Feature... 


Our Own Amateur GIFFY GIRLS 
Over 50,000 Downloadable Files 
Over 15,000 Adult Files 
Over 15 Lines 300-16.8 kbps 
FidoNet/RelayNet/ UseNet 
Original Adult GIFs 
Live Chat MatchTnakirig / Garnes 
EMail Qgii Today,,. 

(619) 281-1581 (V.32bis-V.42bis) 
(619) 281-1039 (HST16.8-V.32bis) 
(619) 281-2622 (CompuCom 9600) 
(619) 281-1583 (ZyXEL 19.2 V.32bis) 


Home of the ORIGINAL GIFFY GIRLS 


Call for our GIFFY GOLD CD-ROM 

(800) GIFFY-69 (voice) 
Only $49.+ Shipping 


m CD-ROM OBI 


BBS Ready CD-ROM: 

9000 Sounds (9/93).21 

Ham Radio & Scanner Companion (11/93).17 

Hobbes OS/2 (10/93).15 

Monster Media 93 #2 (9/93).23 

Night Owl Games (10/93).17 

Night Owl Graphics (8/93).23 

OS/2 Companion (11/93).17 

Pier 3 Shareware (9/93).25 

Shareware Explorer 4 CD Combo (8/93).39 

Shareware GamePak for DOS (11/93).17 

Shareware Studio III (9/93).20 

Simtel (10/93).15 

Software Vault Gold Collection (9/93).18 

Sysop's Companion (11/93).17 


Call our BBS and download our current price list or download 
info on BBS Ready CDs. Info such as file duplication, 
areas, capacity, and a complete list of files on the CD. 


1-800-829-0331IBIB 


DFW Discount Electronics 

PO Box 177617 - Irving, TX 75017 
Orders: 800-829-0331 - Local: 214-254-0331 
BBS: 214-259-4188 

We will promptly replace any DEFECTIVE CD within 30 days of 
purchase. Prices and availability are subject to change without 
notice. S&H is $5.00 per Prepay Order & $9.00 per COD Order. 
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The Modem Nation (216)498-4200 Cleveland, 
Ohio since 09/93. Sysop: Darren M. McLaughlin. 
Using MajorBBS V6.12 with 16 lines on MS- 
DOS 80486 with 3800 MB storage. Supra at 
14400 bps. $.50 Hourly fee. Over 100,000 
Shareware files. 9-14400 V.32 modems at 
(216)498-4207. Over 20 on-line games. World 
Link and MajorNet. Free time daily by using the 
Auto-Validator.Call today and receive your free 
information packet! “We’re All Part of The 
Modem Nation!” 

Fantasy Land BBS (217)566-3775 

Williamsville, Illinois since 12/91. Sysop: Steve 
Horrighs, Jr. Using PCBoard 15.1 with 3 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 6000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 16800 bps. $30.00 Annual fee. 
“Simply the Best!” 5-i- Megs added daily! Lots of 
Doors! Hundreds of message echos from more 
than 14 National Mail Networks w/ 3 Adults Only 
Networks. 1/2 of Files online are Adult related. 
Fast Online instant upgrades with VISA/MC! 
Download on first call! 

Surreal BBS (219)262-9371 Elkhart, Indiana 
since 11/92. Sysop: Marcus Breese. Using 
PCBoard 15.1 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 6000 MB storage. Supra at 14400 bps. $10 
Quarterly fee. Surreal - <SURHeal> adj. Beyond 
Reality. That is exacity what we are, beyond 
reality. An <ASP> BBS Member, we specialize 
in Quality and Fun. Over 6 gig of Online Files. 
Many International Echo’s. What more can you 
say than: Its SimplySurreal! 

Colorado Connection (303)423-9775 Arvada, 
Colorado since 12/90. Sysop: Terry Rune. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
800 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. $60 
Annual fee. 16 CD ROMs online. Games, Inter¬ 
net, FidoNet, EchoNet, LasVegas Net, Home of 
the Bird Info Network, BirdNet, Game Contests, 
All RIP system. Over 32,000 messages online, 
Boardwatch Magazine, Colorado Weatherline, 
VISA/MC Online! Visit Us Today! 

The File Bank, Inc. (303)534-4646 Denver, Col¬ 
orado since 01/93. Sysop: Brian Bartee/Girard 
Westerberg. Using TBBS 2.2M[32] with 16 lines 
on MS-DOS 80486 with 15000 MB storage. 
Hayes at 14400 bps. $7.50 Monthly fee. ASP 
Approved BBS & one of the finest collections of 
IBM-Compatible Shareware. Many free down¬ 
load areas including extensive libraries of 
Astronomy Software & Data files. Message 
Areas, Online Games, Chat. VISA, MC, AMEX, 
Discover Welcome. Voice: 534-4538 



Pinecliffe BBS (303)642-7463 Pinecliffe, Col¬ 
orado since 01/82. Sysop: Craig Baker. Using 
Ultrabbs 2.09 with 18 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 18000 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. No fee. Largest BBS in RockyMtns. 100k 
zips, 16 CDs. Games. UPl & Internet. Satellite 
link. Public# 642-0971 FREE 45mins a day 
WITH dis! $30 year gets 3 HOURS a day. $100 
lifetime. NO DL ratios. UltraBBS Owner & HQ! 
Version 3.00 out 11/10/93. 

Sound Doctrine Institute’s BBS (303)680- 
7209 Aurora, Colorado since 01/87. Sysop: Tim 
Williams. Using TBBS 2.2 with 4 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with MB storage. AT&T at 19200 
bps. No fee. Totally free! {Luke 16:13} 4-i-gig of 
files. You can order free items while on-line. 
Also check out the suffering Christian alert area. 
Where non-believers can ask the questions their 
Christian friends wish they wouldn’t. Internet 
@ sdoct.com 

CSST BBS - A Voice for Fathers! (303)680- 
9901 Aurora, Colorado since 09/93. Sysop: 
John McConnell. Using WildCat 3.90 with 6 lines 
on MS-DOS 80486 with 2200 MB storage. Prac 
Pre at 9600 bps. $5.00 Monthly fee. Primarily 
serving CUSTODIAL NON-CUSTODIAL MALE 
PARENTS, their kids, and supporters. Voluntary 
subscription system. Internet E-Mail,Fax, 
DOS/Win Shareware, Mall, Adult Classifieds, 
Coffee Shop & Bar. I.D. & Alias req. Member: 
ABBSA 

»> COLORADO RECREATION INFO SYS¬ 
TEM «< (303)832-4897 Denver, Colorado 
since 09/93. Sysop: Brian Hinkelman. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12/RIP with 2 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 235 MB storage. Computer Peripher¬ 
als at 14400 bps. No fee. System dedicated to 
recreation in Colorado. Info on 
Skiing,Hiking,Camping,Fishing,Events & MUCH 
MORE! Msg Bases on Getting here,Night 
Life,Winter Sports,etc. Daily SKI/National 
Weather Reports. FULL RIP Support. Graphic 
Maps. ALWAYS FREE! Instant Access 

Data Point (303)973-9454 Denver, Colorado 
since 01/83. Sysop: Gary W Funk. Using TBBS 
2.2 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 1100 MB 
storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. $30 Annual 
fee. Online publications, and multi-player 
games. Large library of SDN, SDS, and TDN 
files. Support for MS-DOS. TBBS, TDBS, TIMS 
and TMail support. NetWork and FidoNet mes¬ 
sage areas. 



SYSOPS! ADD A WHOLE NEW 
DIMENSION TO YOUR MULTI-LINE 

system! for only $50 your users 

WILL HAVE ALL THE BENEFITS OF A 
PROFESSIONAL CHAT SYSTEM! 

• Allows user registries for viewing by other users 

• SysopHdefinoble "action words^ 

• Real-time spiit screen chat 

• Sysop-definable SIG rooms with room-specific 
action words 

• Whispering, private rooms, invite/uninvite, room 
locking, profanity filter, generic action words, 
online help 

• Restrict access by users' age or access ievel 

• Network/Digiboard/Desqview ready 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR WILDCAT! SYSTEMS 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL BBS SYSTEMS IN EARLY 1994 

CALL PULP CULTURE BBS TO DOWNLOAD A 
DEMO & TRY IT OUT IN REAL TIMEI 

( 715 ) 845-3654 

WILOCHAT PROFESSIONAL IS A TRADEMARK OF PC PROFESSIONALS. WAUSAU, Wl 


A Midnight Rave (305)270-6780 Miami, Flordia 
since 12/93. Sysop: Ira Weissman. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 600 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $50 Annual fee. This BBS is for the user 
who wants to have *FUN* -:nd interact. Features 
many popular online games, a special gaming 
teleconference with GunFighter, an ACTIVE 
sysop who wants you to have fun, and a multi¬ 
channel teleconference with over 200 actions! 

Design 2 Art (314)926-3367 St. Louis, Missouri 
since 12/92. Sysop: Thomas Martzall. Using 
Wildcat 3.90 with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 5500 MB storage. Practical at 14400 bps. 
$15 Half Year fee. FREE 2 Week Access for 
ALL! DTP, CAD, 3D Graphics, Illustration and 
Authoring Specialty. 20 CDROM Drives 
ONLINE! DOS, Win, CAD, 3DStudio, POV, Illus¬ 
tration File Areas. Hardware, Software Reviews. 
ToadNet, STL NET. Large Adult Area. Call 
Today! 

The Second Foundation (315)393-6504 

Ogdensburg, New York since 11/90. Sysop: Lee 
Cliff. Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 6 lines on MS- 
DOS 80486 with 12000 MB storage. Hayes at 
19200 bps. $.50 Hourly fee. Multi-user & interac¬ 
tive. Online games & conferencing. RIP graphics 
support. 30 CD-ROM’s always online. 80+ 
MajorNet, Maillink Teleconferences. Free demo 
accounts. Immediate online registration with 
VISA, MC. The cyberspace meeting place in 
Upstate NY. 

My Secret Garden (318)865-4503 Shreveport, 
Louisana since 06/90. Sysop: Patty Pickett. 
Using Maximus 2.01 wb with 2 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 2500 MB storage. US Robotics at 
19200 bps. $30 Annual fee. Subscription & non¬ 
subscription accesses available. Member of 
FidoNet & AdaNet. Official Filebone hub. 20+ 
registered online games, 150+ file areas sup¬ 
porting PC compatibles (DOS/OS2/WIN), Amiga 
and Macintosh. Over 100 conferences. 

Meeting House BBS (401)848-2200 

Portsmouth, Rhode Island since 01/91. Sysop: 
John O’Donnell. Using Major BBS 5.31 with 24 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 1100 MB storage. 
Supra at 9600 bps. $1.50 Hourly fee. 4GB 
shareware PC & MAC Internet address: 
bbsnet.com Boston dialup 617 492 3924.Also 
connected to PSInet in 35 cities, and NE Tel in 
Rl and Eastern MA. UUCP mail and news. 
Online games. Nightly chatlink on PDN. Shop¬ 
ping & research services. Adult files. 



★ SATHIITE FEED ★ FULLGRAfflCBO.® 

★ Adult Sections ★ On-Line Viewing 


★ On-Line Chat ★ Multi-File Areas 

Plus MUCH MUCH More... 

( 818 ) 447-9850 

I Customer Service I 

I ( 818 ) 447-2014 (Voice) I 

THE BEST IN ON-LINE ENTERTAINMENT | 
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Late Nite (402)291-6164 Omaha, Nebraska 
since 12/89. Sysop: John Patrick. Using 
PCBoard 14.5a with 10 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 8500 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $3 Monthly fee. GIFs (33,000+ HiRez 
Adult), Shareware, OnLine Games and much 
more. Nebraska’s #1 mature GIF source. Home 
of the LNxxxnnn.GIF series! 

TWILITE TIME BBS (404)267-2191 Monore, 
Georgia since 08/93. Sysop: Ben Kelly. Using 
Wildcat! 3.9 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
200 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. $30 
Annual fee. 12,000+ files available for down¬ 
load. Astronomy, games, desktop publishing, 
CAD communications, much more. Call for a 
half hour free tour. Visa/MC. 

The INDEX System TBBS (404)924-8472 

Woodstock, Georgia since 04/83. Sysop: Rod¬ 
ney A. Aloia. Using TBBS 2.2 with 16 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 5000 MB storage. Hayes at 
28800 bps. No fee. This is a BBS for the Serious 
Modem’er! Internet, FidoNet, Games, Chat, 
Files Messages, on one of Atlanta’s oldest and 
largest BBS’s. Great fun. Local to Athens and 
LaGrange, GA. Operated by INDEX, *the* place 
to buy BBS S/W!! 

Nitelog BBS (408)655-1096 Monterey, Califor¬ 
nia since 02/89. Sysop: Karl Van Lear. Using 
PCBoard 14.5a with 22 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 6300 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $19 Quarterly fee. DOS, Win 3, OS2 & 
Image files: Email Conferences. Internet, 
Usenet, Rime, ILink. For v.32bis call 655-8294. 
For USR HST call 655-8297. VISA, MasterCard, 
Discover & AMEX accepted online. The FREE 
UNIX OS called LINUX (the full set) is now avail¬ 
able on NL! 

HouseNet (410)745-2037 St. Michaels, Mary¬ 
land since 05/91. Sysop: Gene Hamilton. Using 
Wildcat 3.90 with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 1080 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $30 Annual fee. The only BBS with expert 
home repair and remodeling advise and hun¬ 
dreds of files for downloading. 80+ conference 
areas. ASP, Internet, RIME, FidoNet. Full 
access on first call, friendly sysops, quarterly 
newsletter, monthly giveaway, 30 min. free a 
day. 


BILL 


$ 100,000 

A YEAR 

Through your Bulletin Board 

A HANDS - OFF BUSINESS 

1X)G onto our BBS & download details & referrals. 

BBS 407-547-8759 

WORLD CLASS SOFTWARE, INC 
245 ELWA PLACE, 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL, 33405 

PHONE 407-585-7354 
FAX 407-547-1703 


M-SQUARED Online (412)367-7535 Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania since 11/93. Sysop: Mike Martin. 
Using Searchlight 3.5 with 3 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 200 MB storage. Reveal at 14400 
bps. No fee. A BBS dedicated to those interest¬ 
ed in DESKTOP VIDEO and MULTIMEDIA. Get 
the latest developments from manufacturers. 
Ask questions and exchange ideas in our 
forums. Quality GIFs, Animations, Sound files. 
Manufacturer’s Demo disks. Download any file 
FREE. 

The Natural Connection BBS (414)426-2110 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin since 05/93. Sysop: Pat 
O’Brien. Using Fido 15 with 01 line on MS-DOS 
80386 with 240 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 
bps. No fee. This BBS is a forum for Naturists, 
advocates of using public lands and other 
appropriate areas for nude recreation. We are 
connected to The Naturist Society. In addition, 
we are providing access to Fido and other 
sources of pagan, wicca and health info. 

Working Storage BBS (414)755-2538 Mani¬ 
towoc, Wisconsin since 11/93. Sysop: Brian 
Kulas. Using MajorBBS 6.1 with 1 line on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 80 MB storage, zoom at 14400 
bps. No fee. The IBM Mainframe Cobol pro¬ 
grammer’s BBS. Break out of isolation - share 
your tricks, hints, tips, and philosphies. Areas 
include Language Lab, CICS, Buzzword and 
Human Resource Dept. Look for continuing 
updates as your peers explore new technolo¬ 
gies. 

The Liberty BBS (415)325-6781 Palo Alto, Cali¬ 
fornia since 07/92. Sysop: John Galt. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 134 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 5420 MB storage. US Robotics at 
2400 bps. $10 Monthly fee. Local to callers from 
8 California area codes! Nationwide ChatLink, 
WorldLink, MailLink, MajorNet, INTERNET & 
Usenet Newsgroups. Use your modem to call 1- 
800-474-1818 for local & low cost SprintNet 
nationwide access info. Chat, games, news, & 
much more! 


THE BIG BOARD 

us ROBOTICS flUTHORIZCDReSCLLCR 

U.S. Robotics 
Sportster External 
14.4 Fax/Data 
$169.99 

Boca 14.4 
v.32bis/Fax 
External 
$159.99 

Complete Systems,Printers,Monitors, Software 
Shareware/Commercial,Over 600 CD Titles 

Vou Nome It llleGot It! 

16 GIG ONLINE 

Visa/MC/Amex/Check/Money Order 

Order Online via Modem (407)327-3385 
Voice (407)247-2713 24 Hours a day! 


Fun University Network (415)327-4591 Menlo 
Park, California since 05/93. Sysop: Mike. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 340 MB storage. AT&T Paradyne at 14400 
bps. $.50 Hourly fee. FREE 30 day trial. Exciting 
live-hosted simulation games about current 
events featuring SUPERCHAT (TM). Brain- 
teasers, treasure hunts, puzzles. Friendly com¬ 
munity. Prodigy-like graphical user interface 
(RIP GUI). Free downloads of RIPterm IBM 
comm package 

The Skull (415)637-9077 San Francisco, Cali¬ 
fornia since 08/84. Sysop: The Dozer. Using 
PCBoard 15 with 6 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
5200 MB storage. US Robotics at 19200 bps. 
$10 Quarterly fee. MULTI-ZONE BBS! Local to 
415/510/408 Areas! FREE TRIAL SUBSCRIP¬ 
TIONS!! We produce the HIGHEST QUALITY 
ADULT GRAPHICS AVAILABLE TODAY!!! WE 
SPECIALIZE IN ASIAN WOMEN!! Rates as low 
as $10/3 Months!!! BABBA Support BBS! 

THE CUTTING EDGE (415)751-0588 San Fran¬ 
cisco, California since 05/93. Sysop: Evan Mar¬ 
golin. Using Major BBS 6.11 with 08+ lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 8+GIG MB storage. US 
Robotics at 16.8K bps. No fee. 12+ CD ROMS 
ONLINE! OVER 7 GIGS OF FILES (70,000 or 
MORE). Nationally Networked thru MAJOR- 
NET/MAILINK and More. THE ULTIMATE MUL¬ 
TIPLAYER GAMES BOARD! ASP APPROVED! 
TRIVIA Teleconference, Internet, and LOADS 
MORE! Dont get left out...CALL! 

The Adults At Play BBS (416)237-1010 Toron¬ 
to, ON, Canada since 08/93. Sysop: Dan 
Williams. Using Wildcat 3.90M with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 800 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $10-70 Annual fee. 
Brand New Adult Oriented BBS! We are small 
now, with only 800 MB but with 1000s of quality 
adult GIFs and Text files. We are growing day 
by day and need new user support for our sys¬ 
tem to grow. Internet EMAIL! We also have 
optional FREE memberships! 

Baudeville BBS (416)283-0114 Toronto, ON, 
Canada since 03/92. Sysop: Ian Evans. Using 
PCBoard 15 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
2000 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. 
$36 Annual fee. 1200 Usenet areas, RIME, Int- 
elec, Nanet, C2C, Racenet, RF-Net, ILink, Medi- 
anet, VPAnet, Fidonet. 2 gigs of files. 2300+ 
confs. Internet mail. Fido (1:250/304) The Eco¬ 
nomical Email Emporium. $48 membership gets 
you $185 in hw/sw coupons! 


WANTED-SYSOPS 


The Nation’s Largest 
Public Real Estate Network 
is looking for Sysops in 
various locations in the 
U.S., Canada and Europe. 
High profit potential! 

Call for full details. 

Visual Link tm 
Telecommunications 
(703) 667-6431 


Boardwatch - February 1994 107 






The U.S.A. BBS (501)753-8575 Little Rock, 
Arkansas since 02/93. Sysop: Jeff Johnson. 
Using TBBS 2.2 with 16 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 10200 MB storage. AT&T at 19200 
bps. No fee. Most popular computers supported. 
DOS, Windows, & OS/2 files. Many games. One 
ofthe largest collections of Adult GIFS as well as 
scenic GIFS. Large adult area. Also many other 
sections including Religion, Kids, Business. 
Contests with v32bis modems 

Software Source File Access Network 
(508)465-1906 Salisbury, Massachusetts since 
10/93. Sysop: Shawn Perkins. Using Syncronet 
1C with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 1400 
MB storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. $3.33 Monthly 
fee. Featuring Large adult file areas, and multi 
line access. Free access to adult message 
areas, and online games. Our 900 number 
upgrades users for unlimited downloading (80 
minuates a day). Also, Soon to be adding Planet 
Interconnect. 

Gadge’-Tronics Computer Consultants BBS 
(508)478-0153 Milford, Massachusetts since 
11/92. Sysop: Wayne Anderson. Using 
PCBoard 15.1 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80486 
with 2700 MB storage. ZyXEL Communications 
at 16800 bps. $45 Annual fee. RIME Net, OWK, 
ASCII, ANSI, RIP auto-detect. Many On-Line 
Games and doors. Newest Shareware Avail¬ 
able, Updated CD-ROM (currently NightOwl 10, 
Adult area. Reseller of all ZyXEL modems and 
many CD-ROMs. Friendly SysOp ready to 
answer questions. 

ponyXpress BBS (508)587-7669 Brockton, MA 
since 07/93. Sysop: Karl Kunz. Using PCBoard 
15 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 500 MB 
storage. Zoom at 14400 bps. $25 Annual fee. 6 
CD-ROM jukebox: 2.6GB msdos & windows 
shareware -i- over 2GB of adult GIF’s. Internet & 
Usenet with Znews offline reader. UUCP feeds 
available. FREE ONE MONTH TRIAL. For more 
info: info@ponyx.com. For PCBoards on Inter¬ 
net List: pcb-list@ponyx.com 


The Adult BBS 
Guidebook 

iPP3 Edition 

By Billy Wildhack 

Still the latest, £freatest edition. 

Get your copy of the first book to 
map out the world of cybersex. 

♦ 128 pages. 

♦ Helpful intro for new users. 

♦ 100+ boards listed by state. 

♦ Up-close look at 45 of the hottest 
boards around. 

♦ Locate boards that fit your budget 
and lifestyle. 

♦ Not available in bookstores. 

♦ Only $12.50 Postpaid. 

(Overseas orders add $2.50) 

Send check or M.O. to: 

Keyhole Publications 
P.O. Box 35-BW Sycamore, IL 60178 


The Employment Line BBS (508)865-7928 

Sutton, Massachusetts since 07/93. Sysop: Bob 
Corbin. Using Sycronet BBS with 03 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 350 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $15.00 Quarterly fee. 
BBS for the serious job seeker! Post on our BBs 
and connect with that hidden job market! Hun¬ 
dreds of current jobs. Upload your resume. 
Companies post your open positionsISoftware 
Engineers, MIS, CONSULTANTS, Biotech, 
Medical, Sales and AdminICall today! 

VIPER 1 PREMIUM BBS (510)535-0231 Oak¬ 
land, California since 12/90. Sysop: Andre’ 
Porter. Using PCBoard 15.0 with 12 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 9400 MB storage. Hayes 
at 28800 bps. $34.00 Annual fee. Free Internet 
Mail Accoutn with Subscription. INTERNET 
TELNET/FTP AVAILABLE. 60K files on/offline, 
Macs Welcome. Hardware, Software Sales. 
Syquest 88cs $269.00. Large Adult area 
w/16,800 -I- files. Online games, chat confer¬ 
ence. 

LEGAL ADVISOR BBS (510)685-1280 Walnut 
Creek, California since 11/93. Sysop: Lowell 
Richards. Using MAGNUM 7 with 3 lines on 
PC486-OS/2 with 750 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 14400 bps. $19.00 Annual fee. Legal info, tax 
forms & form letters, “How To..” articles with 
forms, like clearing credit records, 900 numbers, 
traffic tickets, divorce & custody, BBS law. Con¬ 
ferences on legal questions & problems. Sysop 
attorney adding more daily. First calls free! 

The GIFt Shop (tm) (510)689-4686 Concord, 
California since 09/92. Sysop: Waik Gan. Using 
Wildcat 3.90 with 10 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 10000 MB storage. AT&T Dataport at 
38400 bps. $18.00 Quarterly fee. The World’s 
BeST Scans Originate Right Here! Reknown 
GIFs World Wide. Dedicated to High Quality 
Exotic Women and Male Adult (XXX) Images. 
FREE Internet/Usenet and many more message 
bases. Instant Access w/ Visa/MC/Amex/Disc. 
HST: 689-4378 


Technical 

Shareware 


World’s most extensive technical shareware col¬ 
lections, updated bi-monthly, with support for 
ALL BBSes and the most extensive database 
directories in the business. CD-ROM and disk¬ 
ette collections for the BBS focussed on Net¬ 
ware, AutoCAD, ASM, C/C++, TPascal, Visual 
Basic, VBDOS/QB/PDS, Paradox, Clipper, 
FoxPro, Spreadsheets, OS/2, ObjectVision, MS- 
Access, Small Business, Science/Engineering, 
TrueType, or many others. 140,000 record data¬ 
base and door of all PC products and companies. 
30 day money-back guarantee since 1984. From 
$25. Free brochure. 

EMS Professional Shareware 
4505 Buckhurst Ct. 

OIney, MD 20832 

Voice:301-924-3594 Fax:301-963-2708 
EMaiI:eengeImann@worldbank.org 


THE GAMEMASTER (514)858-7777 Montreal, 
OB, Canada since 10/89. Sysop: Sylvain 
Durocher. Using MajorBBS 6.11 with 25 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 200 MB storage. Supra at 
14400 bps. $0.35 Hourly fee. Gaming centre: 
RPG’s, wargames. Chess, Checkers, Othello, 
Backgammon, etc. Majornet (GMS) & Internet 
(gamemaster.qc.ca). Games running on UNIX- 
done too. Monthly rates also available. Free 
demo access. Largest in Montreal. Teleconfer¬ 
ence and Chat. 

Substation BBS (516)364-4450 Woodbury, 
New York since 04/86. Sysop: Paul Blaccard. 
Using PCBoard 15.0 with 4 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 6000 MB storage. US Robotics at 
16800 bps. No fee. Comics & Animation, Nutri¬ 
tion, Corvette Forums. Amateurs In Action mag¬ 
azine online. With the best adult direct contact 
Gifs. Throbnet echo conference. Lots of Mac 
and Amiga shareware files too! Voice support / 
Questions: 516 921-8312 

America’s Suggestion Box (ASB) (516)471- 
8625 Ronkonkoma, New York since 02/92. 
Sysop: Joe Jerszynski. Using TBBS 2.2 with 16 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 9000 MB storage. 
Practical Peripheral at 14400 bps. $22 Quarterly 
fee. 70000-1- files, ASP approved. Shareware 
Showcase, Boardwatch, USAToday, Internet E- 
mail, Usenet! Would you like to see a computer 
product or service improved? Call and see why 
you and ASB can make a difference! Generous 
access time & download privs. 

Hi-Teck’s Place (516)757-0210 Long Island, 
New York since 07/91. Sysop: Hi-Teck Pete. 
Using PCBoard 15.0 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 20000 MB storage. US Robotics at 
19200 bps. $20 Quarterly fee. BBS for Graphics 
Scans and Shareware. Over 60,000 Quality GIF 
& Hi-Color Scans Online, also DOS, WINDOWS 
& ADULT files. Register and Credit Card Mem¬ 
bership Online. One of the Largest and Fastest 
growing BBS in the Northeast. Come and Teck 
Us Out for FREE 

House Of Files BBS (516)938-6722 Hicksville, 
New York since 08/85. Sysop: Jim Toro. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 32 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
23400 MB storage. Hayes at 38400 bps. No fee. 
Largest file system in New York. Over 150,000 
files ALWAYS online. Over 10,000 music files, 
and tens of thousands of others. Internet email 
and Usenet News !!. Call us and find out why 
hundreds of sysops subscribe to our system. 
Browse around for free! 


BOOST SALES 

Accept 
Credit Cards 

Easily and Profitably 

Your BBS or Shareware 
business can accept Visa© 
and MasterCard® using 
software or a separate credit 
card terminal. We offer low 
rates and expert support. 


Teleflora CreditLiive® 

1*800*842-7111 
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Wolverine (517)695-9952 Freeland, Michigan 
since 07/88. Sysop: Rick Rosinski. Using 
Searchlight 3.50 with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 12500 MB storage. Infotel at 14400 bps. 
$35 Annual fee. Mid-Michigan’s Largest BBS 
with over 100,000 files. Files for 
Windows/Amiga/Mac/IBM/more. Official Support 
BBS for SkyGlobe. Searchlight BBS Sales/Sup¬ 
port. Apogee/Epic/MVP/SC/Moraff Dist. Site. 
FidoNet/RIME/SLNET. 13 CD-ROM’s. Sub¬ 
scribe online w/Visa/MC 


Revision Systems (609)896-3256 

Lawrenceville, New Jersey since 05/93. Sysop: 
Paul Lauda. Using PCBoard 15.1 with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 300 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. Centipede host 
and regional hub for author’s net. Home to the 
electronic magazines Ygdrasil, Ruby’s Pearls 
and Sunlight Through the Shadow; and the 
mythology books on disk from Reality Software. 
Online Readroom and files from Project Guten¬ 
berg. 


70 GIGABYTES, Rose & Crown BBS 
(615)892-0097 Chattanooga, Tennesse since 
06/85. Sysop: David Ellison. Using PCBoard 15 
with 6 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 70000 MB 
storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. $33.00 
Annual fee. 100 Disk CDROM Changer on line, 
70 GIGABYTES, no limits no ratios, my callers 
are never asked to upload! 30 minutes per day 
free, DOWNLOAD WITH FIRST CALL, RIME 
Echomail. NO byte limits, NO file limits. This 
may be the perfect BBS for you. 


Sound Power Systems (517)792-4680 Sagi¬ 
naw, Michigan since 01/91. Sysop: Ronald 
Gage. Using PCBoard 15.0 with 4 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 4400 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 14400 bps. $40.00 Annual fee. FidoNet, 
RIME, Intelec mail online. 4 hours a day access, 
8 meg a day limit. Large Adult file section online. 
Friendly operator and atmosphere. Online doors 
including Tradewars. Color scanning available. 
Visa/MC registration Online (no surcharge). 

Delight The Customer BBS (517)797-3740 

Saginaw, Michigan since 12/91. Sysop: Dennis 
A. Hauser. Using TBBS 2.2M with 4 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 340 MB storage. Hayes at 
9600 bps. $57 Annual fee. For Customer Ser¬ 
vice, Training, Help Desk, Telemarketing and 
QA/QC professionals. Business, Professional 
BBS List. Call & list your bus/prof oriented BBS 
today! FREE MEMBERSHIPS FOR FILE 
UPLOAD! <ASP Approved BBS> 

ACTIVE ACCESS BBS (518)371-4932 Clifton 
Park, New York since 01/93. Sysop: Cornell 
Eyde. Using TBBS 2.2M with 2 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 2600 MB storage. Hayes at 
14400 bps. $12 Ouarterly fee. Over 15,000 of 
the latest DOS, WINDOWS, OS/2, GAME, GIF 
& Sound files. Online Games, Chat, Numerous 
Message areas and much more. FREE 
ACCESS and Low cost subscriptions (1-900 
INSTANT!! & Mail-In), 4 CD ROMS Online, 
FRIENDLY SYSOP, ALBANY New York Area 

Somewhere Out There (602)838-9707 

Phoenix, Arizona since 02/93. Sysop: Jeff 
Wolkove. Using Coconet 3.3n with 8 lines on 
UNIX with 1300 MB storage. ZyXEL at 14400 
bps. $18.50 Quarterly fee. Somewhere Out 
There is a place where people find each other! 
This unique Coconet-based graphical BBS fea¬ 
tures a unique online environment with personal 
ads, an alternate lovestyles area, and support 
groups. Many other unique features, large file 
library. 


ADUlTySHARFWARt 

Will Beat Any Price! 

*Adult Reference Library 

$39 


•Amateur Models 

$59 


•Digital Dreams 

$59 


•Gay World 1 or 2 

$69 


•Manpower (gay) 

$69 

1 

•My Prvt.Collectn. lor 2 

$59 


•Nix Pix Hot Pix 1 

$99 

■ 

•Nix Pix Hot Pix 2,3,4,5 

$49 


•PC Pix 1, 2 or 3 

$59 


•Pixure ROM Trp (3CDs) 

$109 


•Seedy Rom 6 Pack 

$199 

24hrs 1 

•Seedy Rom 7th Heaven 

$49 

7 days I 

•Sextasy Busty Babes 

$59 

Visa ■ 
MC 1 

• So Much Stareware 

$59 

Disbover 1 

H *Storm 1,2,3 $39, $49, $59 

Amex " 

•Total Fantasy 

$49 

JOB 

COD 

•Wild Women 

$49 

Check 

Night Owl 11 

$49 

Money 

order 

Pier 4 

$49 

11 Free Shipping, Next Day, Air Mail, WORLDWIDE] | 

1 ‘MUST State age Over 21 

^ Qoosebump 

(216)254-2609 Voice 

Qraphics I 

1 (216) 254-1206 Fax Box 5167 Mentor Ohio 44061 | 


The Friendship Express (612)566-5726 Min¬ 
neapolis, Minnesota since 12/88. Sysop: Glen 
Williamson. Using Major BBS 6.03 with 32 lines 
on MS-DOS 80486 with 450 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $ 1/hr Hourly fee. Best 
kept secret In North America! Part of Majornet, 
with 1000’s of members in ALL 50 states and 
Canada! If you’re interested in swinging, gay, 
lesbian, bi, straight, leather, Xdressing, 
B&D/S&M, etc, then this board is for YOU. 
FREE swinger’s magazines! 

ASA CompuHelp BBS (614)476-4058 Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio since 05/92. Sysop: Jeff Binkley and 
Rick Korecki. Using PCBoard 15 beta with 5 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 3600 MB storage. 
Hayes at 14400 bps. $30/60 Annual fee. Central 
Ohio’s fastest growing BBS! FidoNet, StormNet, 
FULL UseNet Feed, Internet E-Mail, CDROM 
drives and more! Featuring FULL Usenet feeds 
for low low prices. Known for our newsletter and 
great technical support! Check-us-out! 

The 3rd Eye Electronic Erotic Magazine 
(615)227-6155 Nashville, Tennessee since 
05/86. Sysop: Michael Vetter. Using TBBS 2.2 
with 12 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 2000 MB 
storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. $30 Annual fee. A 
friendly gathering place for couples and singles 
with an interest in the swinging lifestyle. Person¬ 
al ads (all lifestyles), digitized photos of mem¬ 
bers, online chat, adult downloads, club informa¬ 
tion, Unique echos, lifestyle support, multiuser 
games. 


infoboard 


We specialize in 
ONLINE APPLICATIONS, 
including databases, fully automated 
purchasing, data entry, and search 
systems. Tight integration with 
current systems including 
mainframe or LAN. 


RIP and ANSI applications 
’ Online Photo apps 
' (15) years experience 
’ Fortune 500 references 

• Resonable Rates 

• BBS setup 


Current Windows and DOS 
applications can be made available for 
dial-up with full mouse and GUI 
support, at low cost. 



( 617 ) 592-6675 


The White Zone BBS (617)969-3138 Newton, 
Massachusettes since 10/90. Sysop: David 
Saganey. Using TBBS 2.2 with 8 lines on MS- 
DOS 80486 with 4400 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 16800 bps. $25-75 Optional fee. 2.1-f- GB of 
IBM MS-DOS Shareware, Adult Graphics, Midi 
& Soundcard Files, Windows, WazWare & More! 
Online Games, Classified Ads, BBS Listings, 
QWK Offline Mail Reader Support, Newsbytes 
Weekly & PC Catalog Online! ASP Approved 
BBS. 

Classified Connection (619)566-7347 San 

Diego, California since 08/84. Sysop: Bill Ken- 
non. Using WildCat! 3.55 with 16 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 2200 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 19200 bps. $35 Annual fee. Features Buy, 
Sell, Swap Meet, national and local confer¬ 
ences, all original graphics. Classified Connec¬ 
tion features Giffy Ent. 100% Original G, R, XXX 
rated graphics 100% licensed for BBS use! Ask 
us about Giffy Gold CD ROM sysop specials. 

Crystal Quill (703)241-7100 Arlington, Virginia 
since 04/93. Sysop: Crystal. Using MajorBBS 
6.11 with 48 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 4,000 
MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. $.60 
Hourly fee. DC’s fastest growing BBS! 48 line 
chat-based system with MailLink, Interlink. 
MajorNet ID: Crystal@CQI. 4 Gigs of files on 
CD ROM. Adult & teen areas, multiplayer 
games, MC VISA 900 instant access! First 2 
hours FREE. 

Virginia Connection (703)648-1841 Washing¬ 
ton, DC metro since 01/85. Sysop: Tony 
McClenny. Using PCBoard 15.0 with 20 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 1000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. Largest Wash¬ 
ington, DC metro PCBoard, online since 1985, 
20 V.32BIS modems, 1000 conferences, 
FidoNet, RIME, ILink, SmartNet, MetroLink, 
80,000 files on a 10 gigabyte system, FREE 
access with subscriptionstions available. 

MetroLines BBS 

y 8 GIGS Adult Files 
y Over 200 File Areas 

y Shareware ^Games 
y Voice Mail 
y 20 Lines 

y 14,400 USR Modems 

y 16+ Gigs Online! 

+ 40 Gig Library 
2 Weeks Free Trial 


( 214 ) 238-7481 
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POPULUS II (706)569-0773 Columbus, Georgia 
since 05/93. Sysop: David McAfee. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 600 MB storage. TWINCOM at 38400 bps. 
No fee. Windows, Programmer’s Support, C-i-+, 
Object-oriented Programming, Flash games, 
On-Line Chat, CD-ROM’s, Programming Avail¬ 
able. FIDO, Local messaging, and pay service 
INTERNET. 

Caer Tuatha (708)393-7750 Warrenville, Illinois 
since 12/93. Sysop: Gwydion. Using MajorBBS 
6.12 with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 120 
MB storage. Cardinal at 2400 bps. $30.00 Annu¬ 
al fee. Exploring the Unknown; Strange and 
Unexplained Phenomena, the Mystical and the 
Mythical. As your Gateway to the Unknown, 
Caer Tuatha invites you to take a peek into that 
fascinating world that lies just beyond the fringes 
of the imagination! 

Midwest BBS (708)513-1034 St. Charles, Illi¬ 
nois since 02/84. Sysop: Steve Mills. Using 
PCBoard 15.1 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 4100 MB storage. US Robotics at 19200 
bps. $45 Annual fee. America’s Professional 
Bulletin Board. Experienced, friendly SysOps 
whose only goal is TOTAL USER SATISFAC¬ 
TION. Tons of new files each wk. Free trial 
membership. PC-Catalog. All nodes up to 
14,400 Mink member, Internet Mail, Usenet, 
UsMail 

COM*ONE (708)717-9370 Chicago, Illinois 
since 05/92. Sysop: Craig Wells. Using 
MajorBBS 6.11 with 4 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 6000 MB storage. Incomm at 2400 bps. $29 
Annual fee. Over 60,000 of the most current files 
with new files daily. All types of computers are 
supported. Over 130 Forums with 
MajorNet/MailLink. Adult Forums & Files. Enter¬ 
taining games & Trivia. The Meeting Place Reg¬ 
istry. Where Chicago’s Adults come to Play! 

Chicago Syslink (708)795-4442 Berwyn, Illinois 
since 06/81. Sysop: George Matyaszek. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 12 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 
2400 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. $30 
Annual fee. Rated G, so the entire familiy can 
call. We offer a new CD-ROM online every 
week. 100-»- games & chat. Magazines like BBR, 
HI-TECH Home, Genesis News Service keep 
you informed. OutDial To Other BBS’s & Internet 
E-mail keep you in touch! Something for All. 

AlphaOne Online (708)827-3619 Park Ridge, 
Illinois since 03/90. Sysop: Toby & Gloria. Using 
TBBS 2.2 with 18 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 
8500 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. $36-75 
Annual fee. You’ve seen the rest-now try the 
BEST! 70,000+ Files. Online stores. CHAT, 
matchmakers, adult games 150+ conferences. 
Fidonet, Adult Link, GayCom. Get the most for 
your online $! CALL & mention this ad for FREE 
TRIAL. For more info voice-708-827-3615 

THE WILD ONION! (708)993-0461 Elmhurst, 
Illinois since 05/93. Sysop: ALT@ONION.COM. 
Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 32 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 9000 MB storage. US Robotics at 
14400 bps. $10 variable fee. Chicago area’s 
premier all adult social BBS. Chat, local Forums 
and 20+ games. 60,000+ files and GIFs online. 
Large Adult Forums area. INTERNET NEWS 
and mail. MAJORLINK and WORLDLINK. PC 
Pursuit thru ILCHI. FREE INTRODUCTORY 
ACCOUNT! 

WILLING EXPLORERS (713)342-6561 Rich¬ 
mond, Texas since 02/91. Sysop: arthur. Using 
Spitfire 3.3 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 with 
120 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. No 
fee. Further Personal Learning Opportunities 
that do NOT push or prescribe ANY Creeds or 
Dogmas. An expanding Reference Library. 


Data Warp Premium Computer Systems 
(713)355-6107 Houston, Texas since 07/88. 
Sysop: Mike Meyer. Using PCBoard 15.0/1 OM 
with 5 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 2500 MB 
storage. US Robotics at 38400 bps. $20 Quar¬ 
terly fee. One of Houston’s largest general inter¬ 
est BBS systems. Thousands of files, dozens 
more posted daily. Hundreds of message con¬ 
ferences, including Usenet newsgroups, Internet 
email ©dwarp.com, ILink and Annex networks. 
Adult areas available. Free or fee. 

Eden - The Electronic Garden! (714)548- 
1900 Orange County, California since 02/94. 
Sysop: Daniel Vesely. Using MajorBBS 6.12 
with 12 lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 1800 MB 
storage. Practical Peripheral at 14400 bps. No 
fee. GRAND OPENING! 2-94 The area’s hottest 
“electronic” social club! Get in on the ground 
floor of something BIG. Files, friends, forums, 
chat, matchmaker, games and much more! Free 
Trial period for all newcomers! Reasonable 
rates. Over 18 only. 

The Viewlink BBS (714)650-4612 Costa Mesa, 
California since 10/92. Sysop: Terry Andrews. 
Using WildCat 3.9 with 2 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 200 MB storage. US Robotics at 
14400 bps. $10 14 days+ fee. Two CD-ROM’s 
with latest shareware & wildest adult GIF pic¬ 
tures. Also dating, jobs offered & wanted. Rush 
Limbaugh conferences. Mention this ad in MS 
for more free time! Login for more information. 

The Solar System (714)837-9677 Mission 
Viejo, California since 12/88. Sysop: Peter 
Guethlein. Using WildCat 3.9+ with 5 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 15000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 19200 bps. No fee. Awesome ANSI 
& RIP Graphics, FidoNet 1:103/957, Internet, 
Intelec, MetroLink Echomail & More! Space 
Theme, Over 90 Live Door Games, Very Unique 
High Quality BBS, FREE access available. Sup¬ 
port Board: B-CRC Upload File Duplication 
Scanner. 

Real Estate Online (714)969-9624 Huntington 
Beach, California since 08/93. Sysop: Doug 
Campbell. Using MajorBBS 6.11 with 14 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 500 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. No fee. 24hrs, Real 
Estate Info, Chat, Games and MajorNet MailLink 
(over 200 Newsgroups) 

The Liberty BBS (714)996-7777 Anaheim Hills, 
California since 07/92. Sysop: John Galt. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 134 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 5420 MB storage. ZyXEL at 16800 
bps. $10 Monthly fee. Local to callers from 8 
California area codes! Nationwide ChatLink, 
WorldLink, MailLink, MajorNet, INTERNET & 
Usenet Newsgroups. Use your modem to call 1- 
800-474-1818 for local & low cost SprintNet 
nationwide access info. Chat, games, news, & 
much more! 

THE PROMISED LAND (715)387-1339 Marsh¬ 
field, Wisconson since 01/90. Sysop: Tim 
Brown. Using Custom 1 with 32 lines on MS- 
DOS 80486 with 20000 MB storage. US Robot¬ 
ics at 14400 bps. $.30 hourly fee. Support BBS 
for NATIONAL SHAREWARE LIBRARY (tm) 
national archive of shareware, freeware, public 
domain software. Download or freq ARS FREE 
access program. RIP, live national teleconfer¬ 
ences, 100+ forums,FREE DEMOPAK upon 
verification. Fido:1:238/500 


Cyberia (717)840-1444 York, Pennsylvania 
since 06/93. Sysop: Adam Viener. Using TBBS 
2.2M with 9+ lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 1200 
MB storage. US Robotics at 16800 bps. $7 
Monthly fee. Receive INTERNET mail for FREE! 
Cyberia is a full featured system which include 
USA Today news, Boardwatch, PC Catalog, 
Chat, Games, Top 10 Downloadable Share¬ 
ware, Internet, Fidonet, Full RIP Graphics sup¬ 
port, and all users get FREE trial accounts 

PARADISE NETWORK BBS (718)241-9007 

Brooklyn, New York since 06/89. Sysop: Luc’e. 
Using Custom 1.0 with 17 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 1345 MB storage. Supra at 2400 
bps. $29 Annual fee. New York’s Largest Adult 
BBS. Hundreds of singles & couples looking to 
chat, exchange mail, and meet! X-rated GIFS 
and animations. High female to male ratio. Free 
two week trial. 9600 v.32 (718) 241-9049. All 
adult, must be 21. Credit cards accepted. 

HTBBS Network Services (718)380-8003 

Flushing, New York since 09/85. Sysop: Manny 
Gonzalez. Using TBBS 2.2M[16] with 6 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 660 MB storage. Boca at 
19200 bps. No fee. NYC’s best FREE multi-line 
system includes FidoNet echoes, file libraries, 
online games, multi-line chat, online databases 
and so much more! 

Innovations BBS (718)575-2914 Queens, New 
York since 07/94. Sysop: Eagle. Using 
MajorBBS 6.12 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 500 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $10.00 Monthly fee. Real Time Multi-User 
Chat with CDROM FILES 24 Hours a day. 
Online Multi-User Games, Rpg games. Sports 
updates. Commercial Game Hints online. Tons 
of forums. Dating Service Online. File libraries 
and Shareware CDROMS 14.4’s for sale. Much 
more to come. 

The Obituary BBS (718)728-6343 Long Island, 
New York since 06/93. Sysop: Vulcan. Using 
Wildcat 3.9 with 1 line on MS-DOS 80486 with 
1200 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. 
No fee. New Demo Oriented Board with Large 
adult areas and adult conferences. The Eastern 
Hub for DeadNet, also Internet Mail and Usenet 
Conferences. We make customized gifs, or TGA 
24bit scans. Many Mod files, and Wildcat BBS 
utilities are added daily. 

Alternative Visions BBS (718)746-6800 New 

York City, New York since 06/93. Sysop: 
Thomas. Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 8 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 500 MB storage. Intel at 
14400 bps. $45 Half Year fee. Live Online Chat, 
Erotic Message Bases, Personals & Classifieds, 
Online MatchMaker, Hot XXX Graphics, Online 
Shopping Mall. Come play! An adult contact 
board. 

Impax Online Chat (718)932-4702 New York, 
New York since 03/93. Sysop: Bob Gramaglia. 
Using Minitel with 12 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 700 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 bps. 
$10.95 Monthly fee. Graphical chat service that 
allows users to; view and create animations, 
chat, UP/DOWNIoad photos to private files mail¬ 
boxes with free scanning service. Impax is now 
linked to Europe! Call 718-932-7710, 14.4 to 
download free access software. Visa, MC, AM 

Northern World BBS (718)987-8786 Staten 
Island, New York since 08/93. Sysop: Allen 
Kaplun. Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 6 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 8370 MB storage. Zoltrix at 
14400 bps. $.50 Hourly fee. Online GAMES, 
over 50,000 files. Action Chatting, 240 LIBS, 
over 200 forums. Fax Online service. Online 
Shopping Mall, Global Actions, Link-Up, Private 
E-mail, Majornet, VISA/MC accepted online. 
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The Aloha Network (808)621-8845 Oahu, 
Hawaii since 07/93. Sysop: Johnny Brown. 
Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 760 MB storage. US Robotics at 
14400 bps. $.50 Hourly fee. Free trial period for 
new users, discounts available. Social BBSing 
like you always knew it would be in Paradise! 
Live Chat and multiplayer, interactive gaming. 
Over 150 ACTIVE message areas, MajorNet 
and Internet mail. 13 CD-ROMS online. RIP 
graphics 

The Serial Port (810)286-0145 Clinton Town¬ 
ship, Michigan since 03/82. Sysop: Stu Jackson. 
Using TBBS 2.2 with 9 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 7500 MB storage. ZyXEL at 16.8 bps. $45 
Annual fee. C’mon by for a chat and a few files. 
THOUSANDS of Files with Adult sections avail¬ 
able. Many online games. Call today for a FREE 
look around, or Download our entire file list for 
your proofing at a later time. Visa MC Discover 
Welcome for INSTANT Upgrade. 

Inner Sanctum BBS (813)848-6055 New Port 
Richey, Florida since 03/85. Sysop: Rob Mar¬ 
lowe. Using TBBS 2.2 with 6 lines on MS-DOS 
80386 with 5200 MB storage. Hayes at 14400 
bps. $25 - $50 /yr fee. Pinellas County Access 
number (813) 934-5533. Online games, hugh 
file library, online chat. FidoNet. Look around for 
free. Give us a call and check us out. 

The Emporium BBS! (817)543-4250 Arlington, 
Texas since 10/88. Sysop: Henry Buchanan. 
Using Remote Access 2.0 with 20 lines on MS- 
DOS 80486 with 6000 MB storage. US Robotics 
at 19200 bps. $75 Annual fee. One of the 
largest collections of adult files! Over 17,000 
adult files online. Adult games online, with 
online chat and messages! ADULTS only! Must 
be 21 years of age or older! Immediate adult 
access w/valid credit card - VISA, Mastercard, 
Discover, AMEX 

The Wine Connection BBS (818)718-5994 

Winnetka, California since 11/93. Sysop: Paul 
Sennett. Using TBBS 2.2 with 5 lines on MS- 
DOS 80486 with 250 MB storage. ZOOM at 
14400 bps. No fee. Your Best Connection for 
Fine Wine! Communicate with other Wine 
Enthusiasts about Fine Wines you want to Buy 
or Sell and also about many other Wine Topics. 
Glossary of Wine Terms, Grape Varieties, Cali¬ 
fornia’s Premium Wineries, and much more!!! 

The Ledge PCBoard (818)896-2007 Lake View 
Terrace, California since 01/87. Sysop: Joseph 
Sheppard. Using PCBoard 15.1 with 3 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 2000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $40 Annual fee. Home 
of the U’NI-net Echomail Network. Free Internet 
Email address with subscriptin. Home of 
TextView, BBSList, DDoor, ATSend, DayBat 
and other programs. All lines answered by 486¬ 
SX or better and 21.6K USR Dual Standards. 
PC-Catalog! 

Alaska Information Cache (907)373-3205 

Wasilla, Alaska since 01/01. Sysop: Robert 
Southwick. Using MajorBBS 6.1 with 2 lines on 
MS-DOS 80386 with 345 MB storage. Wang at 
2400 bps. No fee. Alaska Information Cache is 
an infotainment Board. The main theme is travel 
related info for the state of Alaska. A wide vari¬ 
ety of Forums mostly with an Alaskan outlook, 
modems have error correction and compres¬ 
sion. (V.32 MNP5) 8N1 

Isle-Net (908)495-6996 North Middletown, New 
Jersey since 10/84. Sysop: Dan. Using TBBS 
2.2 with 12 lines on MS-DOS 80386 with 244 
MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 bps. $45 
Annual fee. Internet mail, Usenet newsgroups, 
erotic fantasies written by members. Free chat 
on your first call! Challenging games, lots of files 
to download. Stop by and have your Tarot cards 
read online. We do it better because we’ve done 
it since 1984! 


The Underground BBS (908)914-2221 Beach- 
wood, New Jersey since 12/86. Sysop: Sir 
William. Using MajorBBS 6.12 with 24 lines on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 4000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $5 Monthly fee. The 
ORIGINAL Underground, one of NJ’s biggest 
and most popular systems. RIPgraphics, 4 CD 
Roms, Killer ANSI, XXX Adult Available, Global 
Commands and Actions, online DOORS, Mall, 
multiplayer teleconference games including 
TeleArena. It’s worth the trip. 

Bits and Bytes BBS (909)356-4636 Fontana, 
California since 09/91. Sysop: Barly Redsar. 
Using PCBoard VI 5.1 with 7 lines on MS-DOS 
80486 with 9000 MB storage. US Robotics at 
21600 bps. $43 Annual fee. BEST BBS around! 
You do not believe us? Well call and find out for 
yourself! How can you go wrong? Over 55000 
files online (every week we have 500 new files), 
60 Door games, 700 conferences (RIME, U’NI, 
Rosenet, & Throbnet). Large ADULT ONLY 
GIFs. 

NightVision (909)369-6556 Riverside, Califor¬ 
nia since 11/93. Sysop: John Williams. Using 
Wildcat 3.90 with 8 lines on MS-DOS 80486 
with 8000 MB storage. US Robotics at 14400 
bps. $69 Annual fee. Massive library of Adult 
GIFs and Text Files, Monthly Amateur Contests, 
Live Group and Private Chat, Online Games, 
Matchmaker Database, E-Mail. Setting the 
Standard for Adult Entertainment. 

Legend Graphics OnLine (909)689-9229 

Riverside, California since 11/91. Sysop: Joey 
Marquez. Using PCBoard 15 with 12 lines on 
LAN Network 80486s with 6000 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 14400 bps. $5 Monthly fee. Nation’s 
One Stop Graphics BBS! You will be impressed! 
Huge Adults Only File Areas! Simply the BEST 
in Southern California! SuperVGA Photo 
Images, Video in Motion MoviePICs! Visa MC 
Am Exp Optima accepted. 

The Erotic Shopping Network (913)780-0005 

Olathe, Kansas since 04/93. Sysop: Dave 
McVey. Using MajorBBS 6.1 with 2 lines on MS- 
DOS 80386 with 485 MB storage. Zoom at 9600 
bps. No fee. The first BBS of its kind in the U.S. 
On-line Adult shopping system featuring XXX 
videos, exciting lingerie, massage oils and 
lotions, condoms, marital aids and adult novel¬ 
ties. Catalogs available in hardcopy. MC, VISA 
welcome. Must be 18 or over. 

The Tagline BBS (914)666-2549 Chappaqua, 
New York since 01/94. Sysop: Ezra Gold- 
schlager. Using WildCat! 3.90S with 1 line on 
MS-DOS 80486 with 200 MB storage. US 
Robotics at 38400 bps. No fee. Featuring 640+ 
Megs of files! Sports Line for scores of most 
sports. FULL FREE ACCESS! D/L 1.5 Megs a 
day, with 2 hours! Carrying 1 LostNet confrence. 
InterNet E-Mail and UseNet newsgroups coming 
soon! The ONLY choice! 

ExecNet (914)667-4567 Mount Vernon, New 
York since 11/85. Sysop: Andy Keeves. Using 
PCBoard 15.0 with 20 lines on MS-DOS 80386 
with 14000 MB storage. US Robotics at 19200 
bps. $Fee Flexible fee. Bringing you the world. 
Free online eval. time. 8 hrs/call, up to 32MB 
download/call. 90K+ files, 4K Int’l confs., 
Usenet/Internet, Immediate access with major 
credit card. Fantasy Area. Email to/from Com¬ 
puServe, MCI. 10MB+ new files daily. 

My Favorite BBS (916)381-2851 Sacramento, 
California since 10/91. Sysop: Kevin King. Using 
Wildcat 3.9M with 1 line on MS-DOS 80386 
with 680 MB storage. PP at 14400 bps. No fee. 
Helping Sysops, Computer Resellers, find 
sources for BEST prices. Hardware & Software 
in USA. Starting a Computer Biz? Call, D-L: 
RESALE94.ZIP, or write: Disk-Count Data, PO 
Box 277482, Sacramento, CA 95827-7482. 
Send $1.00 for 3.5 disk. 


For Adults Only BBS (916)962-3973 Sacra¬ 
mento, California since 01/88. Sysop: Dale 
DeBord. Using Oracomm-PLUS 7.1 with 17 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 2000 MB storage. 
Practical Peripheral at 14400 bps. $14 Quarterly 
fee. Sacramento’s largest and friendliest Adult 
CHAT/FILES System. Adult Message Bases, 
CHAT, GIF, GL, DL, FLI, Text and Game 
FILES. FREE Member GIFs. DISCOUNT Mem¬ 
ber Plans for Students and Military. FREE 3- 
HOUR TRIAL PERIOD. DOWNLOAD ON 
FIRST LOGON! 

Black Gold BBS (918)272-7779 Tulsa, Okla¬ 
homa since 06/81. Sysop: Michael Cline. Using 
PCBoard 15.1 with line on MS-DOS 80486 with 
25000 MB storage. US Robotics at 57600 bps. 
$25 Annual fee. Full PageSat and Planet Con¬ 
nect! 25+ gigs, USAToday, Over 100 Doors, 
Full time SYSOP’s and much much more. Many 
free aeditreas and files with 45 minutes free 
access per day. 225 file areas and over 200,000 
zip files. Customer support. 

Micro Message Service (MMS) (919)779-6674 

Raleigh, North Carolina since 10/82. Sysop: 
Michael M. Stroud. Using TBBS 2.2 with 10 
lines on MS-DOS 80486 with 12000 MB stor¬ 
age. US Robotics at 19200 bps. $45.00 Annual 
fee. NC’s # 1 online info service support for PC, 
Mac, Amiga and Atari ST. Hundreds of new files 
added weekly. Expert leaders for each SIG. 
Authorized eSoft dealer, system design and 
TDBS programming. Give your online system a 
leading edge, call us first. 




. 

Units start at $69. 

Prevent unauthorized access to modem/BBS. 
See who is calling before answering phone! 
Cheap "IBM Compatible" software 
saves to disk. 


^ Telephone 
Decoder 

MF / DTMF / PULSE 
Stores 1000 digits 
Units start at $179. 
ferial Port / Microphone 
Caller ID / Portable 

InternatIonaI MicRoPowER Inc. 
65Pa[(viDr., CAMARillo, Ca 95010 



1-800-992-3511 Orders 
1-805-482-2870 Inquires 


MC / VI8A 
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PC Board allows 


you to be you! 


^PCBoard 

Professional Bulletin Board Software 


Other BBS programs may restrict your 
configuration choices through hardware or 
software limitations. PCBoard’s only 
limitation is your imagination! 


Any Way You Want It. 
Configure your system for virtually any 
hardware configuration you desire. We don’t 
restrict your hardware choices to a specific 
brand or manufacturer. 


The Amazing PPL Compiler 
While other manufacturers may provide 
expensive “work around” methods to add 
additional software features to your system, 
we make it easy and seamless with our PPL 
compiler. Simply write your application in a 
“Basic-like” language, compile, and attach 
your work directly to PCBoard’s native mode 
of operation. Simple, clean and fast! With our 
PPL compiler, you have complete control 
over your board’s operation. Plus you 
maintain long term software compatibility 
with our PPL. When a new version of 
PCBoard is released, your current 
PPL applications will continue to 
function flawlessly -normally 
without modification 


Free Demo Disk 
For a complimentary 
copy of our fully 
operational demo, or 
information about our 
competitive trade-in 
program, call us at 
800.356.1686 or 
801.261.1686. 



















Availability of some Net material is suject to Net approvals. 
Membership in the Nets must be obtained through the Nets. 


Imagine 


a continuous stream of data flowing into your BBS 
NON-STOP, 24 HOURS A DAY! Imagine having daily 
access to almost any conference network and 
INTERNET/USENET news group. 

and... 

Imagine your long distance phone bills dropping 
as much as 80%... or more! 


Monthly Subscription Rates for A A 

Conference Nets as low as YJvfvU per me 
Call Today for Satellite Dish/Receiver Leasing or 
Purchasing Information. 

Systems start as low as $495 or $18.50 per month 


AFTERNOON HIGHS 


Some of the 

PLANET CONNECT DATA FEEDS; 

RIME, FidO'Net (Conferences File Areas), 
NaNet, Major Net, ILink, RoseNet, 
inteiec, ITnTnet, Planet Earth, 

City 2 City, Microsoft, Echo-Net, SmartNet 

PLUS... 

Internet/Usenet News Groups 


National Weather (satellite, radar & maps) 


USA Today Decislonilne 
National TV Listings 


And More 

Added All The Time! 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


NCI^OAf TKIJ--lOllK 
16 1 »?.<»> J-O •' 


Easy to Install, 
Low Maintenance 




Voice; (615) 623-8300 Fax; (615) 623-8751 
BBS: (615) 623-8111 FidoNet: 1:3615/50 


1065 Cosby Highway, Newport, TN 37^1 
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WESTSIDE 




BBS 


This ain’t yer 
manki’s board! 

132 Lines 
10000+ Members 
Over 25,000 gifs 
2,500 TKO Scans 
I Live Sports Ticker (soon) 
ASP Section 
Shareware 
Monthly Mixers 
...and Much More! 

213 - 933-4050 
714 - 534-9531 

OR VIA CRIS BBS DIRECT 

OR CALL VOICE: 1-800-H0n-BBS FOR SIGN-UP INFO, AND A FREE BROCHURE. 



2400 8N1 


GLIB 

The Gay & Lesbian Information Bureau 

Gay Way To Your World 



A Non-Profit Information and 
Communications Resource Serving 
our Diverse Family of Lesbians, 
Gay Men, and Bisexuals 


Join us, and share free Internet 
e-mail; real-time multi-user chat; the GayCom International 
Network; USA Today, Boardwatch, and other electronic 
publications; interactive multi-player games; social events; 
Usenet newsgroups; multi-megabytes of IBM and Macintosh 
Shareware; special-interest and support groups; and loads of 
health, legal, social, and personal enrichment information. 

One of the Nation *s Top Five Bulletin Boards 

Modem Number: 703-578-GLIB 
(703-578-4542) 

For more information, address an 
Internet e-mail message to: info@glib.org 


PC-Ohio PCBoard 

The Best BBS in America 




m 


BEST BBS IN AMERICA - 
COMPUTER SHOPPER 1990 & 1991 
^ BOARDWATCH TOP TEN BBS - 




1992 & 1993 



50 Nodes 

• 250 Doors 

• 100,000 Files 

• 15 Gigabytes 

• 400 Directories 


2400/9600/14400/16800/19200/ 
21600/24000/28800 bps 

• USRobotics HST DS 16800 

• Hayes V.FC 28800 

• V.32 V.32bis V.42 V.42bis 


• 4000 Conferences *12 CD-ROMS 

We are members of RIME, Smartnet, U'NI-net, RFnet, 
Racenet, Fly net. Fidonet, Intelec, Friendsnet, Nanet, 
Ilink, City2City, Annex, BASICnet, Execnet, Sourcenet, 
Rosenet, Youthnet, Frednet, and Internet/Usenet 
(pcohio.com). 

(216) 381-3320 


World's Largest BBS 

Top 10 reasons to call Exec-PC 

Reason 10. NO Buttafuocos allowed! 

Reason 9. Best damn BBS in the world - trust us. 

Reason 8. Riker to Enterprise: 

Beam down Troi and a 6-pack. 

Reason 7. Received our 7,000,000th caller on October 
7th - 5000 callers per day. 

Reason 6. Elvis voted for us in the Boardwatch contest. 

Reason 5. Largest downloadable CD-ROM collection in 
the world! 

Reason 4. 280 phone lines - no busy signals. 

Reason 3. Worldwide access via CompuServe Network. 

Reason 2. We zvanted to be #2 in the Boardwatch 
contest. 

RBSiSOU 1. the best connection your 
modem will ever make! 


(414) 789-4210 2400bps 
(414) 789-4352 USR HST 
(414) 789-4360 v.32bis 



EXEC-PC 


Exec-PC BBS 

PC Box 57 

Elm Grove, Wl 53122 

Voice- ExecPCI 
(414)789-4200 


Celebrating our 10th year of serving the BBS community. 
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AUL MMW 



6000+ shareware 
Programs for 
Less Than a 
Penny Each! 

Shareware should always be 
supported by paying for what 
you use. But let’s face it, what 
an affordable way to browse. 

All programs are 1992/93 
vintage. 

As for browsing, we believe 
we've got the best front end, 
search and retrieval engine 
available on a disc. 


6000+ Shareware 
Programs for 
Less Than a 
Penny Each! 

WCG 3b, the OpUcal BBS, 
formerly Wildcat! Gold, has 
over 200 categories of 1992, 
1993 shareware (640mb). 
Ideal for use by Wildcat BBS 
operators, with over 400 
Wildcat utihties. 


So call us to order now. 

1-800-279-6099 



DigiBoards 

Save Money On Your BBS 
Setup Costs By Ordering 
Your Hardware from Us! 


PCM.$310.00 

PC/4 w/16550's.$360.00 

PC/4e.$490.00 

PC/4 Cable.$40.00 


PC/8.$400.00 

PC/8 w/16550's.$475.00 

PC/8e.$500.00 

PC/8 Cable.$75.00 


PC/16.$950.00 

PC/16 w/16550's.$1025.00 

PC/16e.$950.00 

RJ45 cable included on PC/16 boards! 
RJ45 to DB25 cables.ea $15.00 


To Order, Call: 

The INDEX System^M 

(404) 924-8667 



Local access from'iwi6|n)^ 
Live, uncensored 
Over 20,000/Tanil^iW 
Lively public forufflSi;=^tH=^ 
Online matciimalier datels^: 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! ; H: 


For your local access number, Info & signup, call: 


TSte70r-6170 


Lifestyle CnLlne Gives Vcu 
3 Great Gticices 

Lccal Ghcne Access frcm 1€)CC+ cities 


Lifestyle 


Log 00:516/689-5390 

Couples & singles, explore 
your sexual fantasies for 
less than 300 per hour. 
Lifestyle is the nation’s 
most ACTIVE electronic 
magazine where contact^ 
come quickly^. 

> Chat on-line 
^ Post personal ads 
f- Read & capture 
erotic stories 
y 33 lines & growing 
y 1200 to 14.4 baud 

2000+ MEMBERS 
1500+ CALLS PER OAY 


For Adults Only 


Operating ORACOMM®OS/2 software 


Grafix 


Log on: 516/689-2853 

A select library of only the 
best XXX-rated adult 
fantasy computer images. 

They’re hot enough to 
melt your modem. 


y Super Cheap 
16 high-speed 
.4 baud lines 



Games 


Log on: 516/689-0285 

You’ll only find the world’s 
best shareware games & 
music on this system. See 
for yourself why “every 
game is worth downloading." 

Guaranteed virus free 
y Official distribution point 
for Apogee, Software 
Creations, ImagiSoft, Id 
Epic Megagames, Alive, 
Boxer, Arcanum and 
Gamer’s Edge. 
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Guide to Online Information Services and Electronic Bulletin Boards 


s a new world out there. Thousands of individuals re-creating the way we live, work, 
ay, and communicate using a fascinating new technology to connect their personal 
amputers in the night. And each month since 1987, Boardwatch has been there with 
le latest in who’s doing it, how they did it, why anyone would want to do it, and what it 
light mean in the future. Find out about a new cottage industry thousands of people 
re leaving corporate America forever to join as independent BBS operators and 
niine information workers in a new information economy. The people who are building 

so should you. They 


le tools foi this new industry read Boardwatch every month 
low about dozens of fascinating, free, government-run information services. They 
larn about software and hardware developments that drive the advances in online 
schnology. They know who the movers and shakers are in the industry. Most of all, 
ley get information they need to be a part of it — and they get it from Boardwatch. 


National Listings 


Local Area Lists 


List of BBS List Keepers 

Short on theory and long on facts, access numbers, and contact information, 
Boardwatch delivers stories on the global Internet, commercial online services, 
and bulletin boards — you can dial immediately with your modem. Each issue 
brings you 500 to 1000 access numbers under topical lists, geographic lists, and 
our own select national list of bulletin boards. More, we list the people who keep 
lists In various cities, and under various topics, all over the world, so that you car 
dial and download the latest lists of bulletin boards from their source. Nobody 
digs out more numbers and more bulletin boards than Boardwatch Magazine. 


BOARDWATCH 

usT OF BBS U8T Kige>ems 




TTie Greater | 

CHICAGO Area 

Atm Cod* 780,312.219.8i» 1 



1 


MAKE THE CONNECTION TODAY! 


Name:_ 

Street Address: - 

City:_ State:_Zip:_ 

Logon Name:_Password (8 Chars max)_ 

MC/ViSA #_Expires:_ 

U.S., Canada, Mexico 

n One Year Printed Magazine - $36 D One Year Magazine AND BBS Access - $60 

□ Two Year Printed Magazine - $59 □ Two Year Magazine AND BBS Access - $89 

D One Year Overseas - BBS Access Included - $99 


To Subscribe Call or Write: 
BOARDWATCH MAGAZINE 
8500 W. Bowles Suite 210 
Littleton, Colorado 80123 
(800)933-6038 Subscription Only 
(303) 973-6038 Voice 
(303)973-4222 Data 
(303)973-3731 Fax 









































Aug^ust 17*21, 1994 


Atlanta Market Center INFORUM 

8t 

Atlanta Marriot Marquis Hotel 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Don’t miss the Online Networking Exposition and BBS Convention - the 
trade show for the online services industry. ONE BBSCON has emerged 
as the largest gathering of electronic bulletin board and online service 
operators ever assembled. Nearly 400 vendors display the very latest in 
personal computer communications technology including modem 
technology, satellite communications, communications software and 
utilities of all kinds, the Internet connection for bulletin boards, and 
much much more. ONE BBSCON is an intense three-day educational 
event featuring over 100 educational sessions and semlnairs covering 
every aspect of PC communications not only at the technical "how to" 
level, but also covering the legal and social issues raised by an 
increasingly "connected" world. 

Nowhere else will you ever have the opportunity to see as many BBS 
products in action, talk to the vendors, compare BBS software and 
solutions side-by-side, and see close up virtually every aspect of 
communicating online with personal computers. Nowhere else will find 
such a a presentation of technical and operational information from the 
people who know - that you can use to operate your own online service to 
enhance your existing business, or form the basis of an entirely new one 
in the information age. And nowhere will you find as many BBS 
operators from around the world, from single line hobby systems to the 
largest commerciail networks, gathered under one roof to share 
experiences, trade war stories, and rub elbows with the movers and 
shakers of the online industry. This is the most intense, exciting, 
educational trade show you’ve ever attended. 


Days of Intensive 
Educational Sessions 


EHlltllUfl #1 ESS for Friitli 

flow and Why to do it - What's real. What isn't. 

Coiiricctifigi Yiiyr SSS to tfie Cllobal lint€rti«5t: 
ttow to use PC > Based BBS technology to put 
up an Internet Site Inexpensively. 

€>1 Otiiiiie Service OpmrMkm 

Copyright, First Aitiendment Protections, Privacy, 

Libel, and other Legal issues. 

PrcMJsicI Support. BBSm 

How Hundreds of Companies are Moving Significant 
Portions of Their Product Support Function to 
Automated, 24 -flour BBS Systems. 

UUH KimttdlmhtmB 

Operators of the Largest and Most Profitable BBSs 
Discuss the Success of Chat Services, 

General Bulletin Boards, and Special Topic Systems 
and Take Questions from Attendees. 

Hear From Those Who Did it. 

dovertiitietil Biilietin Boards 

Using BBS Technology to Fulfill the Mission. 

Biisiness Aspects of Bulletin Board Operation 
Merchant Credit Card Accounts, Advertising, Direct Miail, 
Guerilla Marketing, Business Plans, Obtaining Capital. 

rroduct Specific Sessions 

Covering Developments and New Product Announcements for 
PCBoard, Wildcat, TBBS, Remote Access, The Major BBS, 
Searchlight, RoboBoard FX. 

Teclinlcal Sessions 

Graphics Interface Design, Databases, FidoNet, internet, 
UUCP, SLIP, Offline Mall Readers. 


$175 Until May 1st 1994 
$250 From May 1st - August 1st 
$525 After August 1st 
Vendor Exhibits Only - $35 


On-Site registration opens 

Wednesday afternoon, August 17, 1994 

Closing Session, Sunday, August 21, 1994 


For Convention 


Hotel Reservations 

Contact Peg Coniglio at: 

ONE Inc. 

4255 South Buckley Road, 
Suite 508 

Aurora, Colorado 80015 


(303) 093-5253 Voice 
(303) 693-5518 Fax 
(303) 693-5432 BBS 


Nearly 400 vendors present their latest product introductions for your 
inspection. Hundreds of special show discount "deals" on modems, 
software and more make this the best shopping event in the industry. 

Many attendees pay for the entire cost of their trip with savings from these 
fabulous bargains. 































TBBS Sysop^ 


^cc4aftd "a 

personal .nternet i-ail _processor 


Option Module for TBBS 

Lot PIMP connect your TBBS 
system to the world! 


TBBS SYSOPS! 

The hottest area in the Bulletin Board world today is making the connection to 
the global Internet e-mail network. Allow your callers to send and receive 
electronic mail to CompuServe, GEnie, America Online, and thousands of 
other hosts in over 40 countries around the globe. 

True 1007o assembly language TBBS option module loads with your bbs to process 
inbound and outbound UUCP mail files continuously without ever taking your BBS 
offline to process mail. 


'vf' 


2.00 


Internal UUCPg Protocol Dialer 


Uses any available BBS line to automatically dial your host and exchange 
mail. NO NANNY MACHINE OR LAN REQUIRED! Our own internal 
implementation of the UUCPg protocol. 

\n 2.00 

Spawns ANY TDBS application on receipt of mail or on creation of mail. 

2.00 




Usenet News Groups 


Provide your callers access to the largest shared message conference on the 
planet - 4700 message conferences and 50 MB daily to choose from. No limit 
to the number of conferences you can carry. VERY SIMPLE CONFIGURATION! 




\n 


FTP File Server 


A!!ows anyone to send e-mail requesting a file from your system, and receive it by return mail as UUENCODED file 
attachment. 

Mailing List Server 

Moderate your own mailing lists reaching thousands of correspondents worldwide on any topic you choose. Auto 
add/delete in response to - REQUEST messages. 

Inbound/Outbound File Attachments 

PIMP automatically handles UUENCODE/UUDECODE of file attachments across the Internet - IT WORKS JUST LIKE TBBS! 


imp 




Personal Internet Mail Processor 




Inbound aliasing, bounce message advisories, mailing list redirection to a public message board, and more! 

Your callers deal with Internet mail using all the features of the existing TBBS message system - replies, searches, 
message scan, forward, file attachments, message waiting que, .QWK offline mail readers (requires eSoft’s QSO 
option module). PIMP extends your TBBS message base to encompass the world, making global mail easy for 
your callers. Messages can go out within one minute after caller entry. 


PIMP for TBBS - Option Module Version - AA visa/mc 

Copyright 1992, Jack Rickard accepted 


For more information or to order, Call Boardwatch Magazine at: 


( 303 ) 973-6038 

(303) 973-3731 fax, (303) 973-4222 BBS *TBBS is a trademark of eSoft, Inc. 

























































INGRAM 


M Mi DIGICOM 
OSg SYSTEMS 

INCORPORATED 

188 Topaz Steel 
Milpitas, California 95035 

(408) 262-1277 


MODEM 


1(800) 456-8000 


1(800) 362-3962 


MICRO 








Durand Communications Network proudly announces the DC 
Net Online Photograph Database. This powerful multi-line 
database is 100% configurable to meet your application 
needs. Now you can create your own business database 
application or use one of our ‘turn-key’ applications to provide 
complete database services. With DC Net, you can have up to 
16 databases online at one time. 


The latest addition to the DC NET Online Photograph 
Database family of products is Order Entry v1.0. Callers can 
search a graphical database, view photographs and order 
products online. Order Entry can link to any custom designed 
DC NET database application. 


DC HtX v2.0 

/ Multiple Images and text on the same screen 
^ Move, resize or tile multiple images online or offline 
/ Terminal program Is 100% RIPscrip compatible 
y Attach up to 10 photographs or text files to any record 
^ View up to 7 pages of detail for every record 
Print photographs online or offline 
Bill only successful database searches 
Offline viewing of images with DC Slideshow 
Support for BMP, PCX, GIF, TIF, TGA and CMP 
. Most images compress to 8k-15k 

Shareware terminal program distributed royalty free 

0\djeA> 

r 100% configurable to meet your Order Entry needs 

V Configurable shipping and payment methods 

V Define distributor discounts 
Complete user-account level security 

> Review orders and totals before ordering 
Automatically calculates taxes and shipping 
- Automatically generates E-Mail RO. 

^ Complete mouse support 



RIPscrip graphics 


Compressed Images (8k-15k) 


Multiple Page Output 


mgm . 
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DEMO BBS: 805-964-2833 (8N1) 



A/eU/ 


WEST COAST EAST COAST 

5276 Hollister Ave., Suite #405 4601 N. Fairfax Dr., Suite #1130 

Santa Barbara,CA 93111 Arlington VA 22203 

tel: (805) 964-4899 tel: (703) 527-3747 

fax: (805) 683-7690 fax: (703) 525-9636 

Visa / Mastercard Accepted 









and Include files.bbs plus 
our BBS Door with our 
"Remote User" Mouseable 


iBSliSli a lie w a rel a rtxl^iRu b I'l Gj D b m arih iC biR O M: Dis e s 


Genuine 

SONY. 

Caddies $3.50 
each with any 
$49.00 CD-ROM 
Disc Purchase 
Limit of 10 


DC»f C/I INC DtSSl 

For Adults Only "GOLD" 

"Wife Proof Labels" 

Each Over 600 MegaBytes 
Many Not On FA0123 - 256 Color SVGA 
Gifs with NO BBS Logos! Plus Animated 
FLI’s, GL’s, & DL’s, Includes Games, and 
Fantasy Text Files. S.R.P. $79.00 each. 








Mega Demo & Test 
contains 350 Megs \ 
of PC Shareware & PD ' 
software. Including Special 
CD-ROM Benchmark and Test 
Utilities written by our programming 
staff, & NOT available on any other 
CD-ROM Discs. Our Special Test 
Utilities measure throughput as well 
as access time in a reliable and 
consistent manner for a meaningful 
real-world benchmark for CD drives. 
The Disc and Interface Software are 
fully functional (Even for BBS Use) 
and not crippled in any way. When 
purchased separately Mega Demo 
and Test is $14.00 plus $6.00 for 
S&H However for a Limited Time 
This Demo and Test CD-ROM Disc 
is Free with any CD Disc purchase. 

These are the Only 
Shareware & PD CD-ROM 
Discs with both a DOS, and 
a Windows 3.1 "Hypertext" 
Retrieval Interface. Plus 
All CD Discs are BBS Ready, 




So, what’s different about our CD-ROM 
Discs... Desides interface Software 
That’il Biow Your Socks Off? 


The archive files have all been read and indexed by 
our hypertext search enaine which creates a file on 
the Cu-ROM Disc that allows for searches on unique 
words and phrases. This means that the user can 
search the entire disc in less than 10 seconds and the 
search will include ALL of the documentation INSIDE 
the archive files. For DOS and Windows 3.1 users we 
provide both MegaSearch and MegaWin our 
Graphical Search and Retrieval Software that allows 
the user to view 256 Color Gifs, Animated Color Fli’s, 
play SOUND BLASTER sound Files, plus view and 
search for text strings INSIDE the archive files, all 
with just one keystroke or mouse click. 


Our CD-ROM Discs are "BBS Ready" & include 
files.bbs, plus MegaDoor & MegaTerminal. Both 
programs fully support the hypersearch lookup 
features of MegaSearch. MegaTerminal is our 
"Remote BBS Graphical User Interface" for 
MegaDoor that allows the remote user to access 
MegaDoor using... Mouseable Pull-Down Menus in a 
Windowed Environment! Try It, Ifs unlike anything 
seen before on public BBS systems. Call our BBS at 
(602) 770-0008. Select Doors from the main menu, 
run door #1, enter ! to download MegaTerminal, 
Unzip, read the short document megaterm.doc, 
install as instructed and experience MegaTerminal! 



S.R.P. 
$79.00 ea. 

New! JUST RELEASED! New! 

s!r.p. 

$79.00 ea. 


'i'^indowsl 'I'^amesl 


PC Shareware Spectacular 

650 Megs 1 Plus Gigs Uncompressed! 
Our Newest in The Mega CD-ROM 
Series. Contains Utilities of Ali Types, 
Word Processors, Data Base, 
Communications, Graphics Tods, CAD, 
Business, Education, Programming, 
Hobby, Games, Sports, Sound Files, 256 
Cdor GIFs, FLI’s, Bibles, Fonts, Windows 
Programs, BBS, Rus Much More! 




Windows Shareware / Public Domain 

Our Newest in the Mega Windows Series. 
This Disc Contains Windows Utilities of All 
Types, Windows Application Programs of 
All Types, Windows Communications 
Programs, Windows Games, Windows 
Fonts, Windows 256 Color Graphics .BMP, 
Windows Sound Files .WAV, Windows 
Drivers and Icons, plus OS/2 Shareware, 
and Much Much More! 


PC Games, Graphics & Sounds 

Contains PC Games from Shareware 
Companies such as Apogee, and Epic, 
plus many many others. Game Bytes 
Electronic Magazine, with file cate^ries 
that indude Arcade, Adventure, Puzzles, 
Mind & Strategy, War Games, Card 
Games, RPG Games, Plus 256 Color 
GIFs, FLI’s of all types & Indudes Sound 
Flies, .MOD, .ROL, .WAV & .VOC 


.00 ea. 


Or All 3 New Mega Fantastic 
MEGA CD-ROM Discs for Only! ■ 


This Disc Contains Hacking, Phreaking, Tone Box Information, Anarchy, 
Subculture, Magic, Internet & Computer Security Secrets, Bomb Plans, 
FBI & Police Net Files, Virus Code, Sick & Twisted Graphics, UFO, 
Occult, Even Ham Radio Files, Plus Much Much More! Everything Fun 
and Interesting That Absolutely No One Wants You to Know About! 
Includes MegaSearch for those Fasdnating Late Night Text Searches. & 
(If You Dare) for BBS there’s files.bbs Plus MegaDoor and MegaTerminal. 


Our Exclusive! 
Speciai Price 

$ 39.00 

S.R.P. $79.00ea. 


Volumes 1,2, i 3 


3 Disc Set 
1,892 Megs 
contains over 
16,000 Files! 
All 3 Only! 

$ 19.11 


For Adults Only 
"Wife Proof Labels" 

256 Color SVGA GIFs, 

Plus Animated FLI’s, GL’s, & DL’s 
Includes Games, & Fantasy Text Files. 

3 Disc Set 1,892 Megs - 16,000-f- Files! 
S.R.P. for this Set of 3 Discs $199.00 




ORDERS ONLY! CALL^TOLe FREE 


PROFIT PRESS 
824 E. Ft. Lowell Rd., 
Tucson, AZ 85719 
Info (602) 770-0000 
FAX (602) 770-0005 
BBS (602) 770-0008 

The prices listed above do not include 
shipping and handling. Special shipping and 
shipping to foreign countries is available. 


MasterCard 
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At BBSCON '93, while other 
vendors were busy getting their 
pictures taken, we spent our time 
listening to you. The result: The 
Major BBS Version 6.2. 

We created a brand-new file 
library, fe^A^rote polls and ques- 
fonnaires, integrated R\Pscrip 
grapbics, added QWK mail, 
turbo-charged MHS message 
importing, and fine-tuned our 
■pe^rmance for 57.6K channels. 

that's just what we changed 
in our 2-line starter kit 

All this is in addition to what you 
have coma to expect from 

: lots of simultane- 
one computer, a 
itecture, and 
via modems, 

, LANs and X.25. 

difference, give us a 
-800-328-1128 (or 
583-5990 outside the U.S. 
and Canada). And enjoy the 
benefits of a BBS company that 
listens to you. 

(Competitive upgrades available.) 


The Major 


A new file library with 
full-screen tagging, 
super CD-ROM support, 
auto DIZ-file extraction, 
library categories, 
advanced keyword 
searching, and 
much more 


^A new polls facility 
with intelligent 
branching, account 
macros, auto-tallying, 
and granting of files, 
and online 
time. 


keys 


4101 SW 47th Ave. • Suite 101 • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33314 
BBS: (305) 583-7808 • Fax: (305) 583-7846 • Voice: (305) 583-5990 










